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XHE papers oomponng tliis Tolnme treat 
of ihe inner rather than of the onter life of 
Japen^^-for which reason they have been 
gr o aped under the title ^okoro (heart). 
Written with the above character, this word 
signiiles also mind, in the emotional sense; 
spirit; coorage; resolve; sentiment; affec- 
tion; and inner meaning, — jnst as we say in 
English, ««the heart of things.*' 
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ja A RAILWAY nxnoK 

twMty-dzUi of XdjL 

Tbbtxbdat a telegram from Fnknoka aii« 
nonnoed that a desperate criminal captured 
there would be brought for trial to Eumamoto 
to-day, on the train due at noon. A Kuma* 
moto policeman had gone to Fnknoka to take 
the prisoner in charge. 

Four yean ago a strong thief entered s<mie 
house by night in the Street of the Wrestlers, 
terrified and bound the inmates, and carried 
away a number of valuable things. Tracked 
skillfully by the police, he was captured within 
twenty-four hours, — even before he could 
dispose of his plunder. But as he was being 
taken to the police station he burst his bonds, 
snatched the sword of his captor, killed him. 
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and escaped. Nothing more was beard of Urn 
until last week. 

Then a Knmamoto detective, happening to 
visit the Fukuoka prison, saw among the 
toilers a face that had been four years pho» 
tographed upon hb brain. '*Who is that 
man?" he asked the guard. ""A thief/' was 
the reply, — **registered here as Kusab^.'' 
The detective walked up to the prisoner and 
said: — 

**Kasab£ is not your name. Nomura 
TeTohi, you are needed in Komamoto for mar* 
der." The felon confessed all. 

I went with a great throng of people to wit- 
ness the arrival at the station. I expected to 
hear and see anger; I even feared possibilities 
of violence. The murdered officer had been 
much liked; his relatives would certainly be 
among the spectators; and a Knmamoto crowd 
is not very gende. I also thought to find 
many police on duty. My anticipations were 
wrong. 

The train halted in the usual sc^ne of hurry 
and noise, — scarry and datter of passengers 
^'^iu^uv 8®^ — screaming of boys wanting 
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to tell Jajwoeae newspapers and Kmnamoto 
lemonade. Outside the barrier we waited for 
nearly fiye niinates. Then, poshed through 
the wieket by a polioe-sergeant, the prisoner 
appeared, — a large wild-looking man, with 
head bowed down, and arms fastened behind 
hisbadk. Prisoner and guard both halted in 
front of the wieket; and the people pressed 
forward to see — but in silenee. Then the 
officer called out,— » 

**Sugiliara SanI Sugihara O-Kibtl is she 
pnsent?'* 

A slight small woman standing near me, 
with a child on her back, answered, ^Sai/** 
and advanced through the press. This was 
the widow of the murdered man; the child 
she carried was hb son. At a wa^e of the 
officer's hand the crowd fell back, so as to 
leaTO a dear space about the prisoner and 
his escort In that space the woman with 
the child stood fiuung the murderer. The 
hush was of death. 

Not to the woman at all, but to the child 
only, did the officer then spesk. He spoke 
low, but so dearly that I could catdi ereiy 
syllables— 
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" Litde one, this is the man who killed your 
father four yean ago. Yon had not yet been 
bom ; you were in yonr mother's womb. That 
yon have no father to love yon now is the 
doing of this man. Look at him — [here the 
officer, patting a hand to the prisoner's ohin, 
sternly forced him to lift his eyes] — look 
well at him, little boy ! Do not be afraid. It 
is painfnl; but it is yoor duty. Look at 
him!" 

Over the mother's shoulder the boy gaied 
with eyes widely open, as in fear; then he 
began to sob ; then tears came ; but steadily 
and obediently he still looked — looked — 
looked — straight into the cringing bee. 

The crowd seemed to have stopped breath- 
ing. 

I saw the prisoner's features distort ; I saw 
him suddenly dash himself down upon his 
knees despite his fetters, and beat his face 
into the dust, crying out the while in a pas- 
sion of hoarse remorse that ma4e one's heart 
shake: — 

*' Pardon! pardon! pardop me, litde one! 
That I did — not for hate was it done, but in 
mad fear only, in my desire to escape. Yerj^ 



AT A RAILWAY STATION 6 

foy wicked I hftfe been; great unspeakable 
wzong ba^e I done yoal Bnt now for my ain 
I go to die. I wish to die; I am ghd to die! 
Tberefore, O little one, be pitiful I — forgive 
me!'* 

The diild atill cried silently. The offioer 
raised the sbaking criminal; the dumb crowd 
parted left and right to let them by. Then, 
qnite suddenly, the whole mnltitade began to 
sob. And as the bronzed guardian passed. I 
saw what I had never seen before, — what few 
men ever see, — what I shall probably never 
see again, — the tears of a Japanese police* 



The crowd ebbed, and left me mnsing on 
the strange morality of the spectacle. Here 
was justice unswerving yet compassionate, — 
forcing knowledge of a crime by the pathetio 
witness of its simplest result. Here was des- 
perate remorse, praying only for pardon be« 
fore death. And here was a populace — per* 
baps the most dangerous in the Empire when 
angered — comprehending all, touched by all, 
satisfied with the contrition and the shame, 
and filled, not with wralh, but only with the 
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great sorrow of the am, — through simple 
deep experience of the difBonlties of life and 
the weakneases of human nature. 

But the most significant, because the most 
Oriental, fact of the episode was that the ap« 
peal to remorse had been made through the 
criminal's sense of fatherhood, — that poten- 
tial love of children which is so laxge a part 
of the soul of every Japanese. 

There Is a story that the most famous of all 
Jajmnese robbers, Ishikawa Gk>emon, once by 
night entering a house to kill and steal, was 
charmed by the smile of a baby which reached 
out hands to him, and that he remained play- 
ing with the little creature until all chance of 
carrying out his purpose was lost. 

It is not hard to belicTe this story. Every 
year the police records tell of oompassion 
shown to children by professional criminals. 
Some months ago a terrible murder case was 
reported in the local papers, — the daughter 
of a household by robbers. Seven persons 
had been literally hewn to pieces while asleep; 
but the police discovered a little boy quite 
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nnliarmed, dying alone in a pool of blood ; 
and ihey found evidence nnmiatakable that 
the men who slew most have taken great oaze 
not to hurt the 
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THB GEKTOS OF JAPANESE dVILIZATIOE 



Without losing a single ship or a single 
battle, Japan has broken down the power of 
China, made a new Korea, enlarged her own 
territory, and changed the whole political face 
of the East. Astonishing as this has seemed 
politically, it is much more astonishing psy- 
chologically; for it represents the result of a 
vast play of capacities with which the race 
had never been credited abroad, — capacities 
of a very high order. The psychologist knows 
that the so-called *' adoption of Western civil- 
ization '* within a time of thirty years can- 
not mean the addition to the Japanese brain 
of any organs or powers previously absent 
from it. He knows that it cannot mean anv 
sudden change in the mental or moral char- 
acter of the race. Such changes are not made 
in a generation. Transmitted civilisation 
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works much more slowly, requiring OTen hun- 
dreds of years to prodnce certain permanent 
psychological results. 

It is in this light that Japan appears the 
most extraordinary country in the world; and 
the most wonderful thing in the whole episode 
of her ^Oocidentaliiation" is that the race 
brain could bear so hea^y a shock. Never- 
theless, though the &ct be unique in human 
history, what does it really mean? Nothing 
more than rearrangement of a part of the pre- 
existing machinery of thought. Even that, 
for thousands of brave young minds, was 
death. The adoption of Western civilisation 
was not nearly such an easy matter as un- 
thinking persons imagined. And it is quite 
evident that the mental readjustments, ef- 
fected at a cost which remains to be told, have 
given good results only along directions in 
which the race had always shown capacities 
of special kinds. Thus, the appliances of 
Western industrial invention have worked ad- 
mirably in Japanese hands, — have produced 
excellent results in those crafts at which the 
nation had been skillful, in other and quainter 
ways, for ages. There has been no transfor* 
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mation, — nothing more than the turning of 
old abilities into new and larger channeb. 
The scientific professions tell the same story. 
For certain forms of science, such as medicine, 
surgery (there are no better surgeons in the 
world than the JajmneseX chemistry, micro- 
scopy, the Japanese genius is naturally 
adapted; and in all these it has done work 
already heard of round the world. In war 
and statecraft it has shown wonderful power; 
but throughout their history the Japanese 
have been characterized by great military and 
political capacity. Nothing remarkable has 
been done, however, in directions foreign to 
the national genius. In the study, for exam- 
ple, of Western music. Western art. Western 
literature, time would seem to haye been sim- 
ply wasted.^ These things make appeal ez- 



> Ib ooe limited mdm, WMtam art hm taJhmnwwl Jap*- 
■• litentnn and drama ; Vat tha eharaotor of tlia iaflv- 
iproT«ath«radaldiff«r«iiecatowliifllilTCfar. Enropaaa 
playa hava baaa laahaped for tlia Japaataa al^ga, and Emo* 
paan norals rawritteo for Japanaaa raadaw. B«t a liCatal 
Toiaion b raraly attemptad; for tlia original inddanti, 
thoQglitB, and amotiona would ba miBtalligiUa to tlia avar^ 
ago raadar or play-goar. Floti ara adopted ; aaBtimanti and 
InaidaBta ara totaUy tnaif Qtmad. ** TIm Now Hagdatan " 
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tnoEdiiiaxy to emotbiial life with lu; they 
make no snoh appeal to Japanese emotional 
life. Every aerioos thinker knowe that emo- 
tional transformation of the individual through 
ednoation is impossible. To imagine that the 
emotional oharaoter of an Oriental race oould 
be transformed in the short space of thirty 
years, by the contact of Occidental ideas, ia 
abtoxd. Emotional life, which is older than 
intellectaal Uf e, and deeper, can no more be 
altered suddenly by a change of mUiea than 
the surface of a mirror can be changed by 
passing reflections. All that Japan has been 
able to do so miraculously well has been done 
without any self -transformation; and those 
who imagine her emotionally closer to ua 
to-day than she may have been thirty years 
ago ignore &cts of science which admit of no 
argument. 

Sympathy is limited by comprehension. 
We may sympathiae to the same degree that 



% JapttBMt fill wbo aMnrM wm 
Hago's Xcf JTiWraAte bMooM a til« of tho Jiy mw tML 
wwt ; and &4oliai a Jmpnmm •todaot. TImm hmw bean 
ft Hw TWt •sMpUoM, indndiaf tk* nackid aoMMi d s 
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we undentand. One may imagine that lie 
sympathizes with a Japanese or a Chinese; 
but the sympathy can neyer be real to more 
than a small extent ontside of the simplest 
phases of common emotional life, — those 
phases in which child and man are at one. 
The more complex feelings of the Oriental 
have been composed by combinations of expe- 
riences, ancestral and individual, which have 
had no really precise correspondence in West- 
em life, and which we can therefore not folly 
know. For converse reasons, the Japanese 
cannot, even thongb they would, give Enro- 
peans their best sympathy. 

But while it remains impossible for the man 
of the West to discern the true color of Jap- 
anese life, either intelleetnal or emotional 
(since the one is woven into the other), it is 
equally impossible for him to escape the 
conviction that, compared with his own, it 
is very small. It is dainty; it holds delicate 
potentialities of rarest interest and value; but 
it \b otherwise so small that Western life, by 
contrast with it, seems almost supernatural. 
For we must judge visible and measurable 
manifestations. So judging, what a contrast 
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bet ween the emotioiial end inteUeotoal wodde 
of Weel and EeatI Far leee striking that 
between the frail wooden streetB of the Japan- 
eae oajntal and the tremendooa solidily of a 
ihoron|^i&ze in Paris or London. Wben one 
oompares the ntteranees which West and East 
baTO ffiyen to their dieamsy their aspirationSf 
their sensations, — a Gothic cathedral with a 
ShintS temple, an opera by Verdi or a trilogy 
by Wagner with a performance of geisha^ a 
European epic with a Japanese poem,— how 
incafcmlahle the difference in emotional vol* 
mne, in imaginative power, in artistic qrnthe* 
sisl Tme, onr music is an essentially modem 
art; but in loddng back through all our past 
the difference in oreatiTe force is scarcely less 
marked, — not surely in the period of Boman 
magnificence, of marble amphitheatres and of 
aqueducts spanning provinces, nor in the 
Greek period of the divine in sculpture and 
of the sopreme in literature. 

And this leads to the subject of anolJier 
wonderful &ct in the sudden devebpment of 
Japanese power. Where are the outward 
material signs of that immense new force she 
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haa been ahowing both in productivity and in 
war? Nowherel That which we miss in her 
emotional and inteUectoal life is miBaing auo 
from her industrial and commercial life, — 
largeness I The land remains what it was 
before; its face has scarcely been modified by 
all the changes of Meiji. The miniature 
railways and telegraph poles, the bridges and 
tunnelB, might almost escape notice in the 
ancient green of the landscapes. In all the 
cities, with the exception of the open ports and 
their little foreign settlements, there exists 
hardly a street vista suggesting the teaching 
of Western ideas. You might journey two 
hundred miles through the interior of the 
country, looUng in vain for large manifesta- 
tions of the new civilization. In no place do 
you find commerce exhibiting its ambition in 
gigantic warehouses, or industiy expanding 
its machinery under acres of roofing. A Jap- 
anese oily is still, as it was ten oenturies ago, 
little more than a wilderness of wooden sheds, 
— picturesque, indeed, as paper lanterns are, 
but scarcely less frail. And there is no great 
stir and noise anywhere, — no heavy traffic, 
no ^^^^^^"^"g and rumbling, no furious haste* 
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In Tol^o itself yoa may enjoy* if you wish, 
Uie peace of a country village. This want of 
or audible signs of the new-found force 
is now menacing the markets of the 
West and changing the maps of the far East 
gives one a queer, I might even say a weird 
feeling. It is almost the sensation received 
when, after climbing through miles of silence 
to reach some ShintS shrine, you find voidness 
only and solitude, — an elfish, empty little 
wooden structure, mouldering in shadows a 
thousand years old. The strength of Japan, 
like the strength of her ancient faith, needs 
little material display: both exist where the 
deepest real power of any great people eadstSf 
•^in the Baoe Ghost 



As I muse, the Tomembrance of a great city 
comes back to me, — a city walled up to the 
sigr and roaring like the sea. The memory of 
that roar returns first; then the vision definest 
a chasm, which is a street, between mountains, 
which are houses. I am tired, because I have 
walked many mike between those precipices 
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of maaonry, and hate trodden no earth,-— 
only slabs of rock, — and have heard nothing 
bat thunder of tumult. Deep below those 
huge pavements I know there is a cayemous 
world tremendous: systems underlying sys- 
tems of ways contrived for water and steam 
and fire. On either hand tower fa^des 
pierced by scores of tiers of windows, — cliffs 
of architecture shutting out the sun. Above, 
the pale blue streak of sky is cut by a maze 
of spidery lines, — an infinite cobweb of elec* 
trie wires. In that block on the right there 
dwell nine thousand souls; the tenants of the 
edifice facing it pay the annual rent of a 
million dollars. Seven millions scarcely cov* 
ered the cost of those bulks overshadowing 
the square beyond, — and there are miles of 
such. Stairways of steel and cement, of brass 
and stone, with costliest balustrades, ascend 
through the decades and double-decades of 
stories; but no foot treads them. By water- 
power, by steam, by electricity, men go up 
and down ; the heights are too dissyf the dis* 
tances too great, for the use of the limbs. 
My friend who pays rent of five thousand doU 
lacs for his rooms in the fourteenth story of a 
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BMHistrothy not far off 1im never trodden luf 
stairway. I am walking for eurioaity alone; 
with » aeriona poxpoae I aboold not walk : 
the apaoea are too broad, the time is too pre 
eiona, for aneh akw exertion, — men trave) 
from diatnet to diatnot, from hooae to offioe, 
bj ateam. Heigfata are too great for the voiee 
to traverse; orders are given and obeyed bj 
machinery. By eleetrioity &r*away doora are 
opened; with one toooh » hundred rooma 
are lighted or heated. 

And all thia enormity is hard, grim, dvmb; 
it is the enormity of mathematical power ap- 
plied to utilitarian enda of aolidity and dura* 
bility. These leagues of palaces, of ware- 
houses, of business structures, of buildings 
describable and indeacribable, are not beauti- 
ful, but sinister. One feels depressed by the 
mere sensation of the enormoua life which 
created them, life without sympathy; of their 
prodigious manifestation of power, power with* 
out pity. They are the architectural utter- 
ance of the new industrial age. And there is 
no halt in the thunder of wheels, in the storm- 
ing of boob and of human feet. To ask a 
foeation, one must shout into the ear of the 
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qnestioiied; to 8ee» to undentandt to move in 
that high-pressure medium, needs experienoe. 
The unaccustomed feels the sensation of being 
in a panic, in a tempest, in % cyclone* Yet 
all this is order. 

The monster streets leap rivers, span sea- 
ways, with bridges of stone, bridges of steeL 
Far as the eye can reach, % bewilderment of 
masts, ft web-work of rigging, conceals the 
shores, which are cliffs of masonry. Trees 
in a forest stand less thickly, branches in ft 
forest mingle less closely, than the masts and 
spars of that immeasurftble maae. Yet all is 
order* 



zn 

Generally speaking, we construct for endur- 
ance, the Japanese for impennanency. Few 
things for common use are made in Japan 
with a yiew to durability. The straw ■ftndftls 
worn out and replaced at each stage of ft 
journey; the robe consisting of a few simple 
widths loosely stitched together for wearing, 
and unstitched again for washing; the fre»h 
chopsticks served to each new guest at a hotel; 
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ihe liglit ihlqji frames senring at onoe for win* 
dowB and walls, and repapered twioe a year; 
iSaib mattings renewed every antnmn, — all 
these are bnt random examples of coontless 
small things in daily life that illustrate the 
national contentment with impermanenoy. 

What is the story of » common Japanese 
dwelling? Learing my home in the morning, 
I observe, as I pass the corner of the next 
street crossing mine, some men setting up 
bamboo poles on a vacant lot there. Return* 
ing after five hours' absence, I find on the 
same lot the skeleton of a two-story house. 
Next forenoon I see that the walls are nearly 
finished already, — mud and wattles. By sun- 
down the roof has been completely tiled. On 
the following morning I observe that the 
mattings have been put down, and the inside 
plastering has been finished. In five days 
the house is completed. This, of course, is » 
cheap building; a fine one would take much 
longer to put up and finish. But Japanese 
cities are for the most part composed of such 
common buildings. They are as cheap as 
they are simple. 
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1 oftDnot now remember where I fint met 
with ihe observation that the onrve of the 
Chinese roof might preserve the memory of 
the nomad tent. The idea haunted me hmg 
after I had nngratefnlly forgotten the book 
in which I fonnd it; and when I first saw, in 
Isnmo, the singcdar stmotnre of the old ShintS 
temples, with queer cross-projections at their 
gable-ends and iqpon their roof -ridges, the 
suggestion of the f oigotten essayist about the 
possible origin of much less ancient f onus re- 
turned to me with great force. But there is 
much in J^Mn besides primitive architectural 
traditions to indicate a nomadic ancestry for 
the race. Always and eveiywhere there is a 
total absence of what we would call solidity; 
and the characteristics of impermanence seem 
to mark almost everjrthing in the exterior life 
of the people, except, indeed, the immemorial 
costume of the peasant and the shape of the 
implements of his toiL Not to dwell upon 
the fact that even during the comparatiyely 
brief period of her written history Japan has 
had more than sixty capitals, of which the 
greater number have completely disappeared, 
it may be broadfy stated that every Japanese 
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nfejr IB rebidlt whlmi the time of » generation. 
Some temples and a few oolossal fortresses 
offer exceptions; bnt, as a general rule, the 
Japanese city changes its substance, if not its 
form, in the lifetime of a man. Fires, earth* 
quakes, and many other causes partly account 
for this; the chief reason, however, is that 
houses are not built to kst. The common 
people have no ancestral homes. The dearest 
spot to all is, not the place of birth, but the 
place of burial; and there is little that is per- 
manent save the resting-places of the dead 
and the rites of the ancient shrines. 

The land itself u a land of impermanence. 
BiTets shift thrir courses, coasts their outline, 
plains their level; Yolcanic peaks heighten or 
crumble; Talleys are blocked by laTa-floods 
or landslides; lakes appear and disappear. 
Eten the matchless shape of Fuji, that snowy 
miracle which has been the inspiration of 
artists for centuries, is said to have been 
slightly changed since my advent to the conn- 
tiy; and not a few other mountains have in 
the same short time taken totally new forms. 
Only the general lines of the land, the general 
aspeota of its nature, the general character 
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of tbe seasons, rematii fixed. Even the veiy 
beauty of the landscapes is largely illnsiye, -^ 
a beauty of shifting colors and moving mists. 
Only he to whom those landscapes are famil* 
iar can know how their mountain vapors make 
mockery of real changes which have been, and 
ghostly predictions of other changes yet to be, 
in the history of the archipelago. 

The gods, indeed, remain, — haunt their 
homes upon the hills, diffuse a soft religious 
awe through the twilight of their groves, 
perhaps because they are without form and 
substance. Their shrines seldom pass utterly 
into oblivion, like the dwellings of men. But 
every ShintS temple is necessarily rebuilt at 
more or less brief intervals; and the holiest, 
' — the shrine of Is^, — in obedience to imme- 
morial custom, must be demolished every 
twenty years, and its timbers cut into then* 
sands of tiny charms, which are distributed to 
pilgrims. 

From Aryan India, through China, came 
Buddhism, with its vast doctrine of imperma* 
nency. The builders of the first Buddhist 
temples in Japan — architects of another race 
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i— built well: witness the Chinese stnictnreB 
at Kamakura that have sarvived so many oen* 
tones, while of the great city which once snr* 
rounded them not a trace remains. But the 
psychical influence of Buddhism could in no 
land impel minds to the love of material sta- 
bility. The teaching that the universe is an 
illusion; that life is but one momentary halt 
upon an infinite journey; that all attachment 
to persons, to places, or to things must be 
fraught with sorrow; that only through sup- 
pression of every desire — even the desire of 
Nirvana itself — can humanity reach the eter- 
nal peace, certainly harmonised with the older 
radal feeling. Though the people never much 
occupied themselves with the profounder phi- 
losophy of the foreign faith, its doctrine of 
impermanency must, in course of time, have 
profoundly influenced national character. It 
explained and consoled; it imparted new ca- 
pacity to bear all things bravely; it strength- 
ened that patience which is a trait of the race. 
Even in Japanese art — developed, if not 
actually created, under Buddhist influence — 
the doctrine of impermanency has left its 
traces. Buddhism taught that nature was a 
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dreami an illusion, ft phantftsmagoria; bat it 
also tanght men how to seise the fleeting im- 
pressions of that dream, and how to interpret 
them in relation to the highest tmth. And 
they learned well. In the flushed splendor of 
the blossom-bursts of spring, in the coming 
and the going of the cioad», in the dying 
crimson of autumn foliage, in the ghostly 
beauty of snow, in the delusive motion of 
wave or doud, they saw old pambles of per* 
petual meaning. Even their calamities — 
fire, flood, earthquake, pestilence — inter- 
preted to them unceasingly the doctrine of the 
eternal Vanishing. 

All things which exist in Ihne musiperisk, 
2%efcrests^ the motintotns, — M things thus 
exist. In Time are bam all things having 
desire. 

The Sun and Jtfbon, Sahra hifnseff, with 
aU the multiiitde of his attendants^ will aUf 
without exeq>tion, perish; there is not one 
that will endure. 

In the beginning things were fixed ; in the 
end again they sq^arate: different eomitna- 
lions cause other substance ; for in nature 
there is no unf/bnn and constant prindpU. 
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AU compcm/od things mustgrowcld; 
permanent are all wmpanent thinge. Even 
tinlo a grain qfeeeamium seed there is no eueh 
thing ae a ,eompound tMeh ie permanenL 
All are traneieni; all haee the inherent gual' 
kg of dieeolutian. 

All component things^ mihoui exeq^tion^ 
are ing^ermaneni^ unetailef deqncMej eare 
to depatif dieintegrating ; all are temporary 
ae a mirage^ ae a phantom^ or aefoam. • . • 
Eeenae all earthen veeede made ty thepoUer 
end in being broken^ eo end the lieee qfmen. 

And a. heUrfin matter iteelf ie unmention^ 
ahle and iniexpree9Sble% — it ie neUher a thin^ 
nor no4hing: and thie ie known even by ehil^ 
dren and ignorant pereone. 



IV 



Now it is worih wkile to inquire if thore be 
not MHne oompensatoiy yalue ftttoffhing to this 
impennanencj and this snallneas in the na* 
tionallife. 

Nothing is more oharaoteristio of that life 
than its extreme floiditjr. The Japanese popn* 
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lation represents a medium whose particles are 
in perpetual circulation. The motion is in 
itself peculiar. It is hunger and more eccen- 
tric than the motion of Occidental popula- 
tions, though feebler between points. It is 
also much more natural, — so natural that it 
could not exist in Western civilization. The 
relative mobility of a European population 
and the Japanese population might be ex- 
pressed by a comparison between certain high 
velocities of vibration and certain low ones. 
But the high velocities would represent, in 
such a comparison, the consequence of artifi- 
cial force applied ; the slower vibrations would 
not. And this difference of kind would mean 
more than surface indications could announce. 
In one sense, Americans may be right in 
thinking themselves great travelers. In an- 
other, they are certainly wrong; the man of 
the people in America cannot compare, as a 
traveler, with the man of the people in Japan. 
And of course, in considering relative mobility 
of populations, one must consider chiefly the 
great masses, the workers, — not merely the 
small class of wealth. In their own country, 
the Japanese are the greatest travelers of any 
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fliyiliied people. Tbqr are the greatest trav- 
elers because, even in a land composed mainly 
of mountain chains, they recogniie no obsta- 
cles to travel. The Japanese who travels 
most is not the man who needs railways or 
steamers to carry him* 

Now, with ns, the common worker is in- 
comparably less free than the common worker 
in Japan. He is less free because of the more 
complicated mechanism of Occidental socie- 
ties, whose forces tend to agglomeration and 
solid integration. He u less free because the 
social and industrial machinery on which he 
must depend reshapes him to its own particu- 
lar requirements, and always so as to evolve 
some special and artificial capacity at the cost 
of other inherent capacity. He is less free 
because be must live at a standard making it 
impossible for him to win financial independ- 
ence by mere thrift. To achieve any such in- 
dependence, he must possess exceptional ehar- 
aoter and exceptional faculties greater than 
those of thousands of exceptional competitors 
equally eager to escape from the same thrall- 
dom. In brief, then, he is less independent 
because the special character of his ci?ili- 
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ntion numbs his natanl power to live wiUi* 
out the lielp of machinery or hirge capitaL 
To live thus artificially means to lose, sooner 
or later, the power of independent movement. 
Before a Western man can move he has many 
things to consider. Before a Japanese moves 
he has nothing to consider. He simply leaves 
the place he dislikesi and goes to the place he 
wishes, without any trouble. There is nothing 
to prevent him. Poverty is not an obstacle, 
but a stimulus. Impedimenta he has none, 
or only such as he can dispose of in » few 
minutes. Distances have no significance for 
him. Nature has given him perfect feet that 
can spring him over fifty miles a day without 
pain; a stomach whose chemistiy can extract 
ample nourishment from food on which no 
EuBopean could live; and a constitution that 
scorns heat, cold, and damp alike, because 
still unimpaired by unhealthy clothing, by 
superfiuous comforts, by the habit of seeking 
warmth from grates and stoves, and by the 
habit of wearing leather shoes. 

It seems to me that the character of our 
footgear signifies mora than is commonly sup- 
posed. The footgear represents in itself a 
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cheek upon ixidividiud freedom. It eignifies 
this even in coetliiiess; bnt in fonn it signifies 
infinitely more. It has distorted the Western 
foot out of the original shape, and rendered it 
incapable of the work for which it was evolved. 
The physical results are not limited to the 
foot. Whatever acts as a check, directly or 
indirectly, upon the organs of locomotion mnst 
extend its effects to the whole physical consti* 
tntion. Does the evil stop even there? Per- 
haps we submit to conventions the most ab- 
surd of any existing in any civilisation because 
we have too long submitted to the tyranny of 
shoemakers. There may be defects in our 
politics, in our social ethics, in our religious 
system, more or less related to the habit of 
wearing leather shoes. Submission to the 
cramping of the body must certainly aid in 
developing submission to the cramping of the 



The Japanese man of the people — the 
skilled laborer able to underbid without effort 
any Western artisan in the same line of in* 
dustiy — remains happily independent of botii 
shoemakers and tailors. His feet are good to 
look at, his body is healthy, and his heart is 
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free. If lie desire to travel a tlioiisaiid 
lie can get ready for his journey in five min- 
ntes. His whole ontfit need not cost seventy- 
five cents; and all his baggage can be pnt into 
a handkerchief. On ten dollars he can travel 
for a year without work, or he can travel sim- 
jUj on his ability to work, or he can travel as 
a pilgrim. Yon may reply that any savage 
can do the same thing. Yes, but any civilised 
man cannot; and the Japanese has been a 
highly civilised man for at least a thousand 
years. Hence his present capacity to threaten 
Western manufacturers. 

We have been too much accustomed to asso- 
date this kind of independent mobility with 
the life of our own b^;gars and tramps, to 
have any just conception of its intrinsic mean- 
ing. We have thought of it also in connec- 
tion with unpleasant things, — undeanliness 
and bad smells. But, as Professor Chamber- 
Iain has well said, ^a Japanese crowd u the 
sweetest in the world.*' Your Japanese tramp 
takes his hot bath daily, if he has a fraction 
of a cent to ]iay for it, or his cold bath, if he 
has not. In his litde bundle there are combs, 
toothpicks, raaors, toothbrushea. He never 
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•llowB himself to become unpleasant. Beach- 
ing his destination, he can transfonn himself 
into a visitor of very nice manners, and fault- 
less though simple attire.^ 

Ability to live without furniture, without 
impedimenta, with the least possible amount 
of neat clothing, shows more than the advan- 
tage held by this Japanese race in the strug- 
gle of life; it shows also the real character of 
some weaknesses in our own civilization. It 
forces reflection upon the useless multiplicity 
of our daily wants. We must have meat and 
bread and butter; glass windows and fire; 
hats, white shirts, and woolen underwear; 
boots and shoes; trunks, bags, and boxes; 
bedsteads, mattresses, sheets, and bUinkets: 
all of which a Japanese can do without, and 
is realty better off without. Think for a mo- 



1 OiiliailiaT* tiM to makt foa of Sr Sdwin Anold't 
mnuk thai a JipaoMt eniwd aneUi lik« a fwaotum- 
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ment how important an article of Ooeidental 
attire is the single oosUy item of white shirtsi 
Yet even the linen shirt, the so-called ^badge 
of a gentleman," is in itself a useless garment. 
It gives neither warmth nor comfort. It rep« 
resents in our fashions the survival of some* 
thing once a luxurious class distinction, but 
to>day meaningless and useless as the buttons 
sewn on the outside of coat-sleeves. 



The absence of any huge signs of the really 
huge things that Japan has done bears witness 
to the very peculiar way in which her civili* 
sation has been working. It cannot forever 
so work; but it has so worked thus far with 
amaring success. Japan is producing without 
capital, in our large sense of the word. She 
has become industrial without becoming es* 
sentially mechanical and artificiaL The vast 
rice crop is raised upon millions of tiny, tiny 
farms; the silk crop, in millions of small poor 
homes; the tea crop, on countless little patches 
of soil. If you visit KySto to order some* 
thing from one of the greatest porcelain 
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maken in the world, one whoie products sre 
known better in London and in Paris than 
even in Japan, you will find the tmatorj to 
be a wooden oottage in whieh no American 
farmer would live. The greatest maker of 
doimmni vases, who may ask you two hun* 
dred doUara for something five inches high, 
produces his miracles behind a two-story frame 
dwelling containing perhaps six smaU rooms. 
The best girdles of silk made in Japan, and 
famous throughout the Empire, are wotbu in 
a house that cost scarcely five hundred dollars 
to build. The work is, of course, hand- 
woven. But the &ctories weaving by machin- 
ery — and weaving so wdl as to ruin foreign 
industries of far vaster capacity — are hardly 
more imposmg, with very few exceptions. 
Long, light, low one-story or two-story sheds 
thsy are, about as cosily to erect as a row of 
wooden stablss witib us. Yet sheds like these 
turn out silks that seU all round the world. 
Sometimes only by inquiiy, or by the hum- 
ming of the machinery, can you distinguish 
a &ctoiy from an old yos&titl, or an old- 
fashioned Japanese school building, — unless 
indeed you can read the Chinese characters 
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over the garden gate. Some big bride &cto« 
ries and breweries exist ; bat they are very few, 
and even when close to the foreign settlements 
they seem incongruities in the landscape. 

Oar own architectural monstrosities and our 
Babels of machinery have been brought into 
existence by vast integrations of industrial 
capital. But such integrations do not exist 
in the Far East; indeed, the capital to make 
them does not exist. And supposing that in 
the course of a few generations there should 
form in Japan corresponding combinations of 
money power, it is not easy to suppose cor- 
respondences in architectural construction. 
Even two-story edifices of brick have given 
bad results in the leading commercial centre ; 
and earthquakes seem to condemn Japan to 
perpetual simplicity in building. The very 
land revolts against the imposition of Western 
architecture, and occasionally even opposes 
the new course of traffic by pushing railroad 
lines out of level and out of shape. 

Not industry alone still remains thus unin- 
tegrated ; government itself exhibits a like con- 
dition. Nothing is fixed except the Throne^ 
Perpetual change is identical with state policy. 
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Ministon, gorernors, saperinteiidentB, inspeo- 
toxs, all liigh civQ and military officials, are 
shifted at irregular and sarprisingly short in* 
lerrals, and hosts of smaller officials scatter 
each time with the whirl. The province in 
which I passed the first twelvemonth of my 
residence in Japan has had four different 
governors in five years. During my stay 
at Kumamoto, and before the war had begun, 
the military command of that important post 
was three times changed. The government 
college had in three ^r^ars three directors. In 
educational drdes, especially, the rapidity of 
such changes has been phenomenal. There 
have been five different ministers of education 
in my own time, and more than five different 
educational policies. The twenty-six thou* 
sand public schools are so related in their 
management to th ff local assemblies that, even 
were no other influences at work, constant 
change would be inevitable because of the 
changes in the assemblies. Directors and 
teachers keep circling from post to post; there 
are men little more than thirty years old who 
have taught in almost every province of the 
country. Tk^ VKF edueatidiaj qrstem could 
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have produced any great resnltB under tlieae 
oanditioiis seems nothing short of miraeulous. 
We are aoeostomed to think that some 
degree of stability is necessary to all real pro- 
gress, all great development. But Japan has 
given proof irrefutable that enormous devel- 
opment is possible without any stability at all. 
The explanation is in the race character, — a 
race character in more ways than one the veiy 
opposite of our own. Uniformly mobile, and 
thus uniformly impressionable, the nation has 
moved unitedly in the direction of great ends; 
submitting the whole volume of its forty mil* 
lions to be moulded by the ideas of its rulers, 
even as sand or as water is shaped by wind. 
And this submissiveness to reshaping belongs 
to the old conditions of its soul life, — old 
conditions of rare unselfishness and perfect 
faith. The relative absence from the natJonal 
character of egotistical individualism has been 
Ihe saving of an empire; has enabled a great 
people to preserve its independence against 
prodigious odds. Wherefore Japan may well 
be grateful to her two great religions, the 
creators and the preservers of her moral 
power: to Shinto, which tajught the individual 
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to think of his Emperor and of bii oonntxy 
before thinking either of hii own family or of 
himself; and to Boddhiem, which trained him 
to master regret, to endure pain, and to accept 
as eternal law tlie Tanishing of things loved 
and the ^rranny of things bated. 

To^bj there is visible a tendency to hard- 
ening, — a danger of changes leading to the 
integration of just snch an officialism as that 
which has proved the corse and the weakness 
of China. The moral resnlto of the new edn* 
cation have not been worthy of the material 
resnlto. The charge of want of ^individual- 
ity,** in the accepted sense of pure selfishness, 
will scarcely be made against the Japanese of 
the next century. Even the compositions of 
stttdente already reflect tlie new conception 
of intellectnal strength only as a weapon of 
offense, and the new sentiment of aggressive 
egotism. **Impermanenoy,'' writes one, with 
a fading memory of Buddhism in his mind, 
^is the nature of our life. We see often 
persons who were rich yesterday, and are poor 
to-day. This is the result of human competi- 
tion, according to the law of evolution. We 
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are exposed to tbat oompetition. We must 
fight each other, even if we are not inclined 
to do so. With what sword shall we fight? 
With the sword of knowledge, forged by edu- 
cation." 

Well, there are two forms of the cultivation 
of Self. One leads to the exceptional devel- 
opment of the qualities which are noble, and 
the other signifies something about which the 
less said the better. But it is not the former 
which the New Japan is now beginning to 
study. I confess to beiflg one of those who 
believe that the human heart, even in the his- 
tory of a race, may be worth infinitely more 
than the human intellect, and that it will 
sooner or later prove itself infinitely better 
able to answer all the cruel enigmas of the 
Sphinx of Life. I still believe that the old 
Japanese were nearer to the solution of those 
enigmas than are we, just because they rec* 
•gnized moral beauty as greater than intel- 
lectual beauty. And, by way of conclusion, 
I may venture to quote from an article on 
education by Ferdinand Bruneti^re: — 

**AU our educational measures will prove 
vain, if there be no effort to force into the 
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miiid^ ud to deeply impresB upon it, the sense 
of those fine words of Lamennais: * Human 
90CMty is baud upon mutual giving^ or upon 
the sacrifice of man for man^ or of each man 
for all other men; and sacrifice is the very 
essence of all true society.* It is this that we 
have been unlearning for nearly a century; 
and if we have to put ourselves to school 
afresh, it will be in order that we may leani 
it again. Without such knowledge there can 
be no society and no education, — not, at least, 
if the object of education be to form man for 
society. IndiTidualism is to-day the enemy 
of education, as it is also the enemy of social 
order. It has not been so always; but it has 
so become. It will not be so forever; but it 
is so now. And without striying to destroy it 
— which would mean to fall from one extreme 
into another — we must reoogniie that, no 
matter what we wish to do for the &mily, for 
society, for education, and for the country, it 
is against individualism that the work will 
have to be done.'* 



m 

▲ BTBEET SINGER 

A WOICAN carrying a samisen, and aooom* 
panied by a little boy seven or eight years old, 
came to my bouse to sing. She wore tbe 
dress of a peasant, and a blue towel tied round 
her head. She was ugly; and her natural 
ugliness had been increased by a cruel attack 
of smallpox. The child carried a bundle of 
printed ballads. 

Neighbors then began to crowd into my 
front yard, — mostly young mothers and nurse 
girls with babies on their backs, but old 
women and men likewise — the inkyo of the 
Ticinity. Also the jinrikisha-men came from 
their stand at the next street-comer; and 
presently there was no more room within the 
gate. 

The woman sat down on my doorstep, 
tuned her samisen, phyed a bar of aocompani* 
ment, — and a spell descended upon the peo- 
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pie; and they stared at each other in smfling 
amazement. 

For out of those ugly disfigured lips there 
{pushed and rippled a miracle of a voioe — 
young, deep, unutterably touching in its pene- 
trating sweetness, ** Woman or wood-ftury ? '* 
queried a bystander. Woman only, — but a 
very, very great artist. The way she handled 
her instrument might have astounded the most 
skillful geisha; but no such voice had ever 
been heard from any geisha, and no such 
song. She sang as only a peasant can sing, 
— with vocal rhythms learned, perhaps, from 
the cicada and the wild nightingales, — and 
with fractions and semi-fractions and demi- 
semi-fractions of tones never written down in 
the musical language of the West. 

And as she sang, those who listened began 
to weep silently. I did not distinguish the 
words; but I felt the sorrow and the sweet- 
ness and the patience of the life of Japan pass 
with her voice into my heart, — plaintively 
seeking for something never there. A ten- 
derness invisible seemed to gather and quiver 
about us; and sensations of places and of 
times forgotten came softly back, mingled 
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with feelings ghostlier, — feelings not of any 
place or time in living memoiy. 

Then I saw that the singer was blind. 



When the song was finished, we coaxed the 
woman into the house, and questioned her. 
Once she had been fairly well to do, and had 
learned the samisen when a girl. The little 
boy was her son. Her husband was para* 
lyzed. Her eyes had been destroyed by small* 
poz. But she was strong, and able to walk 
great distances. When the child became 
tired, she would cany him on her back. She 
could support the little one, as well as the 
bed-ridden husband, because whenever she 
sang the people cried and gave her coppers 
and food. . . . Such was her stoxy. We 
gave her some money and a meal; and she 
went away, guided by her boy. 

I bought a copy of the ballad, which was 
about a recent double suicide: ** ITie sorrow^ 
ful ditty of Tamayoni and Takefird^ — com* 
posed by Tahenaka TonS of Number Four* 
tun of the Fourth Ward of Iftppon^bashi in 
the South District of the Ciiy of Osaka.'* It 
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had OYidently been printed from a wooden 
block; and there were two litde pictures. 
One showed a girl and boy sorrowing to« 
gether. The other — a sort of tail-piece —^ 
represented a writing-stand, a dying lamp, 
an open letter, incense burning in a cup, and 
a Tase containing tMldmi^ — that sacred plant 
used in the Buddhist ceremony of making 
ofiFermgs to the dead. Tlie queer cursive 
text, looking like shorthand written perpen* 
dicnlarly, yieUed to translation only lines like 
these: — 

''In the First Ward of Niehi-HommaeU, in 
fttf^&med Osaka — O ike m)mw of tkU tale ftf 

'^Tamayon^ aged nineteen, — to see her was 
to loTS her, for TskejirO, the young woikmsn. 

''For the time of two liyes they exehange mu« 
tosl TOWS — Othe eorrow of loving a wurUttan! 

"On their arms they tattoo a Baindragon, and 
the character ' Bamboo * — thinking nerer of the 
troubles of life. • • • 

"But he cannot pay the flfty-fiTC yen for her 
freedom— O the anguish of Tak^'ird's heaHt 

'^Seth then tow to pass away together, since 
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neyer in this world can tbey beeome hniband and 
wife. • • • 

^'Trusting to her oomnules for ineenee «nd for 
flowers — O the pity of their poMaing like tk$ 
dmal 

^Tamayon^ takes the wina-eop filled with 
water onljy in which those about to die pledge 
each other. • • • 

"^OthetmmuU of the loven* mrieidef — Otke 
fitg qf their lioe$ ihroum away ! ** 

In short, there was nothing veiy nnnsnal in 
tlie stoiy, and nothing at all remarkable in 
the verse. All the wonder of the performanoe 
had been in the Toioe of the woman. But 
long after the singer had gone that yoioe 
seemed still to stay, — making within me a 
sense of sweetness and of sadness so strange 
that I oould not bat try to explain to myself 
the secret of those magical tones. 

And I thought that which is hereafter set 
down: — 

AU song, all melody, all mnsio, means only 
eume evolution of the primitive natural utter- 
paoe of feeling, -^of that untaught speeeh of 
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■onow, joy, or pMsion, whooe words are 
tones. Even as other tongues varj, so varies 
this laagoage of tone combinations. Where- 
fore melodies which move us deeply have no 
significance to Japanese ears; and melodies 
that tooch ns not at all make powerful appeal 
to the emotion of a race whose soul-life differs 
from our own as blue differs from yellow. • • • 
Still, what is the reason of the deeper feelings 
evoked in me — an alien — by this Oriental 
chant that I could never even learn, — by this 
common song of a blind woman of the people? 
Surely that in the voice of the singer there 
were qualities able to make appeal to some- 
thing larger than the sum of the experience 
of one race, — to something wide as human 
life, and ancient as the knowledge of good 
and evil. 

One summer evening, twenty-five years ago, 
in a London park, I heard a girl say **Oood- 
night '' to somebody passing by. Nothing but 
those two little words, — ""Oood-night" Who 
she was I do not know: I never even saw her 
face;andlnever heard that voice again. But 
still, after the jmssing of one hundred 
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sons, the memoiy of her **Gk>od-night" brings 
a double thrill incomprehensible of pleasure 
and pain, — pain and pleasnre, doubtless, not 
of me, not of my own existence, but of pre* 
existences and dead suns. 

For that which makes the charm of a Toioe 
thus heard but once cannot be of this life* 
It is of lives innumerable and forgotten. 
Certainly there never have been two voices 
having precisely the same quality. But in 
the utterance of affection there is a tender* 
ness of timbre common to the myriad million 
voices of all humanity. Inherited memoxy 
makes familiar to even the newly-bom the 
meaning of this tone of caress. Inherited, no 
doubt, likewise, our knowledge of the tones 
of sympathy, of grief, of pity. And so the 
chant of a blind woman in this city of the Far 
East may revive in even a Western mind 
emotion deeper than individual being, — vague 
dumb pathos of forgotten sorrows, — dim lov- 

sig impulses of generations unremembered. 

The dead die never utterly. They sleep in 
the darkest cells of tired hearts and busy 
brains, — to be startled at rarest moments 
only by the eoho of some voice that reoalls 
their past. 



IV 

WBOM A TBATXUHO DXABT 



Aptfl i6» ises. 

Feeuvo drowqr in a pnblio oonveyaiioet 
and not being able to lie down, a Japanese 
woman will lift her long sleeve before her face 
ere she begins to nod. In this second-class 
railway-carriage there are now three women 
asleep in a row, all with faces screened by 
the left sleeve, and all swaying together with 
the rocking of the train, like lotos-flowers in 
a soft onrrent. (This nse of the l^ slecTO 
is either fortnitons or instinctiye; probably 
instinctive, as the right hand serres best to 
cling to strap or seat in case of shock.) The 
spectacle is at once pretty and f nnny, but 
especially pretty, as exemplifying that grace 
with which a refined Japanese woman does 
everything, — always in the daintiest and least 
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selfish way possible. It is pathetic, too, fof 
the attitude is also that of sorrow, and some- 
times of weary prayer. All because of the 
trained sense of duty to show only one^s hap- 
piest ioce to the world. 

Which fact reminds me of an experience. 

A male servant long in my house seemed 
to me the happiest of mortals. He laughed 
invariably when spoken to, looked always de* 
lighted while at work, appeared to know no* 
thing of the small troubles of life. But one 
day I peeped at him when he thought himself 
quite alone, and his relaxed face startled me. 
It was not the face I had known. Hard lines 
of pain and anger appeared in it, making it 
seem twenty years older. I coughed gently to 
announce my presence. At once the face 
smoothed, softened, lighted up as by a miracle 
of rejuvenation. Miracle, indeed, of perpet- 
ual wfi^ftMiyli self •controL 

n 

KvOtOi April 10L 
The wooden shutters before my little room 
In the hotel are pushed away; and the morn- 
ing sun immediately paints upon my shoji. 
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fteroBS squares of gold light, the perfeot sharp 
shadow of a little peaoh-tree. No mortal 
artist — not even a Japanese — could sur^ 
pass that silhouette I Limned in dark blue 
against the yellow glow, the marrelous image 
even shows stronger or fainter tones aooording 
to the vaxying distance of the unseen branches 
outside. It sets me thinking about the pos* 
sible influence on Japanese art of the use of 
paper for house-lighting purposes. 

By night a Japanese house with only its 
shoji dosed looks like a great paper-sided lan- 
tern, — a magic-lantern making moving shad* 
ows within, instead of without itself. By day 
the shadows on the shoji are from outside 
only; but they may be very wonderful at the 
first rising of the sun, if his beams are leveled, 
as in this instance, across a space of quaint 
garden. 

There is certainly nothing absurd in that 
old Greek story which finds the origin of art 
in the first imtaught attempt to trace upon 
some wall the outline of a lover's shadow. 
Very possibly all sense of art, as well as all 
sense of the supernatural, had its simple begin- 
nings in the study of shadows. But shadowr 



60 FROM A TRAVELINO DIARY 

on ahSji are bo remarfaible as to snggeit 
explanatioxi of oertain Japanese f aonlties of 
drawing by no means primitiye, but developed 
beyond all parallel, and otherwise difficult 
to aooount for. Of course, the quality of 
Japanese paper, which takes shadows better 
than any frosted glass, must be considered, 
and also the character of the shadows them- 
selves. Western vegetation, for example, could 
scarcely furnish silhouettes so gracious as 
those of Japanese garden-trees, all trained by 
centuries of caressing care to look as lovely as 
Nature allows. 

I wish the paper of my sh5ji could have 
been, like a photographic plate, sensitive to 
that first delicious impression cast by a level 
sun. I am already regretting distortions : the 
beautiful silhouette has begun to lengthen. 

m 

KtOto, April ISL 

Of all peculiarly beautiful things in Japan, 
the most beautiful are the approaches to high 
places of worship or of rest, — the Ways that 
go to Nowhere and the Steps that lead to 



a^ 
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Certainlyf their speoial charm it the ohann 
of the adventitioas, — the e£Peot of man's han- 
diwork in union with Nature's finest moods of 
light and form and oolor, — a oharm wbicli 
Taaishes on rainy days; but it is none the less 
wonderfol beoaose fttfol. 

Perhaps the asoent begins with a sloping 
payed ayenue, half a mile long, lined with 
giant trees. Stone monsters guard the way 
at regular interyals. Then you oome to some 
great flight of steps asoending through green 
gloom to a terrace umbraged by older and 
yaster trees; and other steps from thence lead 
to other terraces, all in shadow. And yon 
dimb and dimb and dimb, till at last, be- 
yond a gray torii, the goal appears: a smallv 
yoid, colorless wooden shrine, — a ShintS 
miya. The shock of emptiness thus receiyed, 
in tbe higb silence and the shadows, after all 
the sublimity of the long approach, is yeiy 
ghostliness itself. 

Of similar Buddhist experiences whole mul- 
titudes wait for those who care to seek them. 
I might suggest, for example, a yisit to the 
grounds of Higashi Otani, which are in the 
mtj of Kyoto. A grand ayenua leads to the 
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oonrt of a temple, and from the court a fiighl 
of steps folly fifty feet wide — massy, mossed, 
and magnificently balostraded — leads to a 
walled terrace. The scene makes one tiiink 
of the approach to some Italian pleasare*gar« 
den of Decameron days. But, reaching the 
terrace, you find only a gate, opening — into 
a cemetery I Did the Bnddhist landscape- 
gardener wish to tell OS that all pomp and 
power and beanty lead only to snch silence at 
last? 

IV 

KtOio, Apifl la-aoi 

I have passed the greater part of three days 
in the national Exhibition, — time barely snf- 
floient to discern the general character and 
significance of the display. It is essentially 
industrial, but nearly all deHghtfnl, notwith- 
standing, because of the wondrous application 
of art to all Tarieties of jiroduction. Foreign 
merchants and keener observers than I find in 
it other and sinister meaning, — the most for- 
midable menace to Occidental trade and in- 
dustry erer made by the Orient. ^Compared 
with England,** wrote a correspondent of the 
London 7%iies, *4t is farthings for pennies 
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ihioiiglKmt. • • • The story of the Japeaese 
invasioii of Lancaahire is older than that of 
the invasioii of Korea and Chma. It has been 
a eonqnest of peaoe, — a painless process of 
depletion whieh is yirtnally aohieved. . • • 
The KySto dispky is proof of a farther im- 
mense derelopnient of industrial enterprise. 
• • • A country where laborers* hire is three 
shillings a week, with all other domestic 
charges in proportion, must — other things 
being equal — kill competitors whose expenses 
are quadruple the Japanese scale/* Certainly 
the industrial jiiguUu promises unexpected 
results. 

The price of admission to the Exhibition 
is a significant matter also. Only five sen! 
Yet even at this figure an immense sum is 
likely to be realised, — so great is the swarm 
of visitors. Multitudes of peasants are pour- 
ing daily into the city, — pedestrians mostly, 
just as for a pilgrimage. And a pilgrimage 
for myriads the journey really is, because of 
the inauguration festival of the greatest of 
Shinshu temples. 

The art department proper I thought much 
Inferior to that of the TSkyS Exhibition of 
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1890. Fine things there were, but few. 
Evidenoe, perhaps, of the eagerness with 
which the nation is taming all its energies 
and talents in directions where money is to be 
made; for in those larger departments where 
art is combined with industry, — such as ce- 
ramics, enamels, inlaid work, embroideries, — 
no finer and costlier work could ever have 
been shown. Indeed, the high value of cer- 
tain articles on display suggested a reply to 
a Japanese friend who observed, thoughtfully, 
^ If China adopts Western industrial methods, 
she will be able to imderbid us in all the 
markets of the world." 

^Perhaps in cheap production,*' I made 
answer. *^But there is no reason why Japan 
should depend wholly upon cheapness of pro- 
duction. I think she may rely more securely 
upon her superiority in art and good taste. 
The art-genius of a people may have a spe- 
cial value against which all competition by 
cheap labor is vain. Among Western nations, 
France offers an example. Her wealth is not 
due to her ability to underbid her neighbors. 
Her goods are the dearest in the world: she 
deals in things of luxury and beauty. But 
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tbey sell in all civiliied oountries beoatiae they 
are the best of their kind. Why should not 
Japan become the France of the Further 
East?*' 

The weakest part of the art display is that 
devoted to oil-painting, — oil-painting in the 
European manner. No reason exists why the 
Japanese should not be able to paint wonder* 
fully in oil by following their own particular 
methods of artisUo escpression. But their 
attempts to follow Western methods have 
CTcn risen to mediocrity only in studies re- 
quiring Tcry realistic treatment. Ideal work 
in oil, according to Western canons of art, is 
still out of their reach. Perhaps they may 
yet discover for themselves a new gateway to 
the beautiful, even through oil-painting, by 
adaptation of the method to the particular 
needs of the race-genius; but there is yet no 
sign of such a tendency. 

A canvas representing a perfectly naked 
woman looking at herself in a vety large mir- 
ror created a disagreeable impression. The 
Japanese press had been requesting the re- 
moval of the piece* and uttering comments not 
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flattering to Western art ideas. Neyerthe* 
less, the canvas was by a Japanese painter. 
It was a danb ; but it had been boldly priced 
at three thousand dollars. 

I stood near the painting for a while to 
observe its e£Pect upon the people, — peasants 
by a huge majority. They would stare at it, 
laugh scornfully, utter some contemptuous 
phrase, and turn away to examine the itdbe- 
mono^ which were reaUy far more worthy of 
notice, though offered at prices ranging only 
from ten to fifty yen. The comments were 
chiefly leveled at ** foreign** ideas of good 
taste (the figure having been painted with a 
European head). None seemed to consider 
the thing as a Japanese work. Had it repre- 
sented a Japanese woman, I doubt whether 
the crowd would have even tolerated its exist- 
ence. 

Now all this scorn for the picture itself was 
just. There was nothing ideal in the work. 
It was simply the representation of a naked 
woman doing what no woman could like to be 
seen doing. And a picture of a mere naked 
woman, however well executed, is never art if 
art miMnt idealism. The realism of ^^^ thinff 
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was its c^ensiveness. Ideal nakedness may 
be divine, — ihe most godly of all human 
dreams of the superhuman. But a naked 
person is not diyine at all. Ideal nudity 
needs no girdle, because the charm is of lines 
too beautiful to be veiled or broken. The 
living real human body has no such divine 
geometry. Question: Is an artist justified in 
creating nakedness for its own sake, unless he 
can divest that nakedness of every trace of 
the real and personal? 

There is a Buddlust text which truly de« 
dares that he alone is wise who can sse things 
fDithout their individuality. And it is this 
Buddhist way of seeing which makes the 
greatness of the true Japanese art. 



These thoughts came: — 

That nudity which is divine, which is the 
abstract of beauty absolute, gives to the be- 
holder a shock of astonishment and delight, 
not unmixed with mebmcholy. Very few 
works of art give this, because very few ap* 
proach perfection. But there are marbles and 



68 FROM A TRAVELING DIARY 

gems which give it, and certain fine studies of 
them, such as the engravings published by the 
Society of Dilettanti. The longer one looks, 
the more the wonder grows, since there ap- 
pears no line, or part of a line, whose beauty 
does not surpass all remembrance. So the 
secret of such art was long thought supernat- 
ural; and, in very truth, the sense of beauty 
it communicates is more than human, — b 
superhuman, in the meaning of that which is 
outside of existing life, — is therefore super- 
natural as any sensation known to man can be. 

What is the shock? 

It resembles strangely, and is certainly akin 
to, that psychical shock which comes with the 
first experience of love. Plato explained the 
shock of beauty as being the Soul's sudden 
half*remembrance of the World of Divine 
Ideas. ^^They who see here any image or 
resemblance of the things which are there 
receive a shock like a thunderbolt, and are, 
after a manner, taken out of themselves.** 
Schopenhauer explained the shock of first 
love as the WiU-power of the Soul of the 
Kaoe. The positive psychology of Si)encer 
declares in our own day that the most power- 
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M of bninan pMrions, when it makes its first 
appeamioe» is absolutely antecedent to all in- 
dividual experience. Thus do ancient thought 
and modem — metaphysics and science — ac« 
coid in xecognizing that the first deep sensa- 
tion of human beauty known to the individual 
is not individual at all. 

Must not the same truth hold of that shock 
which supreme art gives? The human ideal 
expressed in such art appeals surely to the 
experience of all that Past enshrined in the 
emotional life of the beholder, — to something 
inherited from innumerable ancestors. 

Innumerable indeed I 

Allowing three generations to a century, 
and presupposing no consanguineous mar- 
riages, a French mathematician estimates that 
each existing individual of his nation would 
have in his veins the blood of twenty millions 
of contemporaries of the year 1000. Or cal- 
eulating from the first year of our own era, 
the ancestry of a man of to-day would repre* 
sent a total of eighteen quintillions. Yet 
what are twenty centuries to the time of the 
lifeof mani 

Well, the emotion of beauty, like all of our 
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emotions, is oertainly the inherited product of 
unimaginably countless experiences in an im- 
measurable past. In every aasthetio sensation 
is the stirring of trillions of trillions of ghostly 
memories buried in the magical soil of the 
brain. And each man carries witiun him an 
ideal of beauty which is but an infinite com- 
posite of dead perceptions of form, color, 
grace, once dear to look upon. It is dormant, 
this ideal, — potential in essence, — cannot be 
evoked at will before the imagination ; but it 
may light up electrically at any perception by 
the living outer senses of some vague affinity. 
Then is felt that weird, sad, delicious thrill, 
which accompanies the sudden backward*flow- 
ing of the tides of life and time; then are the 
sensations of a million years and of myriad 
generations summed into the emotional feeling 
of a moment. 

Now, the artists of one civilization only — 
the Greeks — were able to perform the miracle 
of disengaging the Race-Ideal of beauty from 
their own souls, and fixing its wavering out- 
line in jewel and stone. Nudity they made 
dirine; and they still compel us to feel its 
divinity almost as they felt it themselves. 
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Peiliapt they oould do this beoanae, as Em* 
enon suggested, tiiey possessed all-pexfeot 
senses. Certainly it was not because tfaey 
were as beantifol as their own statues. No 
man and no woman could be that. This only 
is sure, — that they discerned and clearly fixed 
theb ideal, — composite of coimtless million 
remembrances of dead grace in eyes and eye- 
lids, throat and cheek, month and chin, body 
and limbs. 

The Greek marble itseU g^TCS proof that 
there is no absolute individuality, — iStaX the 
mind is as much a composite of souls as the 
body is of ceUs. 

VI 

KtOmh Apia SL 

The noblest examples of religious arohi* 
teoture in the whole empire have just been 
completed; and the great City of Temples is 
now enriched by two constructions probably 
never surpassed in all the ten centuries of its 
existence. One is the gift of the Imperial 
Government; the other, the gift (rf the com* 
mon people. 
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The goTenunent'B gift it the Dai-Kiokn- 
Den, — erected to oommemorate the great fes- 
tival of Kwammu TennS, fifty-first emperor 
of Japan, and founder of the Saored City. 
To the Spirit of this Emperor the Dai-Eaoku- 
Den is dedicated: it is thus a ShintS temple, 
and the most superb of all Shinto templss. 
Nevertheless, it is not ShintS ardhiteeture, 
but a facsimile of the original palace of 
Kwanmiu Tenno upon the original scale. The 
effect upon national sentiment of this magnifl- 
oent deviation from conventional forms, and 
the profound poetry of the reverential feeling 
which suggested it, can be fully comprehended 
only by those who know that Japan is still 
practically ruled by the dead. Much more 
than beautiful are the edifices of the Dai* 
Eiokn-Den. Even in this most archaic of 
Japan cities they startle; they tell to the sky 
in every tilted line of their homed roofs the 
tale of another and more fantastic age. The 
most eccentrically striking parts of the whole 
are the two-storied and five-towered gates, — 
veritable Oiinese dreams, one would say. In 
color the construction is not less oddly attrac* 
tive than in form, — and this especially be- 
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caofle of the fine use made of antique green 
tiles in tiie polychromatic roofing. Surely tiie 
august Spirit of Kwammu Tenno might well 
rejoice in this charming evocation of the past 
by ardhitectnral necromancy ! 

But the gift of the people to KySto is still 
grander. It is represented by the glorious 
Higashi Hongwanji, — or eastern Hongwan 
temple (Shinshu). Western readers may form 
some idea of its character from the simple 
statement tiiat it cost eight millions of dollars 
and required seventeen years to build. In 
mere dimension it is largely exceeded by other 
Japanese buildings of cheaper construction; 
but anybody familiar with the Buddhist tem- 
ple architecture of Japan can readily perceive 
the difficulty of building a temple one hundred 
and twenty-seven feet high^ one hundred and 
ninety-two feet deep, and more than two hun- 
dred feet long. Because of its peculiar form, 
and especially because of tiie vast sweeping 
lines of its roof, the Hongwanji looks even 
far larger than it is, — looks mountainous. 
But in any country it would be deemed a won- 
derful structure. There are beams forty-two 
feet long and four feet thick; and there are 
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pillars nine feet in oircumferenoe. One may 
guess the character of the interior decoration 
from the statement that the mere painting of 
the lotos-flowers on the screens behind the 
main altar cost ten thousand dollars. Nearly 
all this wonderful work was done with the 
money contributed in coppers by hard-work- 
ing peasants. And yet there are people who 
think that Buddhism is dying! 

More than one hundred thousand peasants 
came to see the gprand inauguration. They 
seated themselves by myriads on matting laid 
down by the acre in the great court. I saw 
them waiting thus at three in the afternoon. 
The court was a living sea. Yet all that host 
was to wait till seven o'clock for the beg^- 
ning of the ceremony, without refreshment, in 
the hot sun. I saw at one comer of the court 
a band of about twenty young girls, — all in 
white, and wearing peculiar white caps, — 
and I asked who they were. A bystander 
replied: **As all these people must wait here 
many hours, it is to be feared that some may 
become ill. Therefore professional nurses 
bare been stationed here to take care of any 
who may be sick. There are likewise stretch* 
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en in waiting, and oaxriers* And tbere an 
many phyaicianB." 

I admired the patience and the faith. But 
those peasants might well love the magnificent 
temple, — their own creation in very truth, 
both direody and indirecUy. For no small 
part of the actual labor of building was done 
for love only; and tiie mighty beams for the 
roof had heea hauled to KySto from far-away 
mountain-slopes, with cables made of the hair 
of Buddhist wives and daughters. One such 
cable, preserved in the temple, is more than 
three hundred and sixty feet long, and nearly 
three jtfoh^ in diameter* 

To me the lesson of those two magnificent 
monuments of national religious sentiment 
suggested the certain future increase in ethical 
power and value of tiiat sentiment, concomi- 
tantiy with the increase of national prosperity. 
Temporaxy poverty is tiie real explanation of 
the apparent temporary decline of Buddhism* 
But an era of great wealth is beginning* 
Some outward forms of Buddhism must per* 
idi; some superstitions of ShintS must die. 
The vital truths and recognitions will expand, 
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Btrengihen, take only deeper root in the Iieart 
of the race, and potently prepare it for the 

of that larger and harsher life opon 

it has to enter. 



vn 

Koa4 April 28. 

I have been vinting the exhibition of fishes 
and of fisheries which is at Hyogo, in a gar- 
den by the sea. Waralro-en is its name, 
which signifies, ^*The Grarden of the Pleasure 
of Peace." It is laid out like a landscape 
garden of old time, and deserves its name. 
Orer its verge you behold the great bay, and 
fishermen in boats, and the white far-gliding 
of sails splendid with light, and beyond all, 
shntting out the horiaon, a lofty beautifnl 
massing of peaks, maave-cokred by distance. 

I saw ponds of cnrious shapes, filled with 
dear sea-water, in which fish of beautiful col- 
ors were swimming. I went to the aquarium 
where stranger kinds of fishes swam behind 
glass, — fishes shaped like toy-kites, and fishes 
shaped like sword-blades, and fishes that 
seemed to turn themselves inside out, and 
funny, pretty fishes of butterfly-colors, that 
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moye like daneing-girlit wwnng tleere-diaped 
fins. 

I saw modeb of all manner of boats and 
nets and hooka and fiah-trapt and toreh-baa- 
kets for night-fiihing. I saw pietnres of ereij 
kind of flahing, and both models and piotana 
of men killing whales. One jrietafo was ter- 
rible, — the death agony of a whale oaag^ 
in a giant net, and the leaping of boats in a 
tnimoil of red foam, and one naked man on 
the monstrons bacik -^ a sinde flgnre agatmt 
the sky — striking with a great steel, and 
the foontain-gosh of Uood responding to the 
stroke. • • • Beside me I heard a Japanese 
father and mother explain die pietore to their 

little boj; and the mother said: — 

^ When the whale is going to die, it speaks; 
it eriea to the Lord Boddha lor he^, — Nanm 
Amida BfiUu / ** 

I went to anodier part of die garden where 
there were tsme deer, and a **golden bear** in 
a eage, and pealowl in an ariaiy, and an ape. 
The people fed the deer and die bear with 
eakes, and tried to eoax the peaeoek to open 
its tail, and grierooaly tormented die ape. I 
sat down to rest on tte yenpnda of a pleasure^ 
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liouae near the aviaiy, and the Japanese folk 
who had been looking at the picture of whale- 
fiahing found their way to the same veranda; 
and presently I heard the little boy say: — 

^Father, there is an old, old fisherman in 
his boat. Why does he not go to the Palace 
of the Dragon-King of the Sea, like Ura- 
shima?" 

The father answered: ^^Urashima caught a 
turtle which was not really a turtle, but the 
Daughter of the Dragon-Eang. So he was 
rewarded for his kindness. But that old fish- 
erman has not caught any turtle, and even if 
he had caught one, he is much too old to 
marry. Therefore he will not go to the Pal- 
ace.'* 

Then the boy looked at the flowers, and the 
fountains, and the sunned sea with its white 
sails, and the mauve-oolored mountains be- 
yond all, and exclaimed: — 

^^Faiher, do you think there is any place 
more beautiful than this in the whole world?" 

The father smiled deliciously, and seemed 
about to answer; but before he could speak 
the child cried out, and leaped, and clapped 
his little hands for delight, because the pea- 
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eook had suddenly outspread the splendor of 
its taiL And all liastened to the aviary. So 
I never heard the reply to that pretty ques- 
tion. 

But afterwards I thought that it might have 
been answered thus: — 

**My boy, very beautiful this is. But the 
world is fuU of beauty; and there may be 
gardens more beautiful than this. 

^But the fiurest of gardens is not in our 
world. It is the Grarden of Amida, in the 
Paradise of the West. 

^ And whosoever does no wrong what time 
he lives may after death dwell in that Oar- 
den. 

** There the divine Kujaku, bird of heaven, 
sings of the Seven Steps and the Five Powers, 
spreading its tail as a sun. 

^ There hikes of jewel-water are, and in 
them lotos-flowers of a loveliness for which 
there is not any name. And from those flow- 
ers proceed continually rays of rainbow-light, 
and spirits of Buddhas newly-born. 

^And the water, murmuring among the 
lotos-buds, speaks to the souls in them of In- 



70 FROM A TRA VELING DIARY 

finite Memory and Infinite Vision, and of tbe 
Four Infinite Feelings. 

^^And in that plaoe there is no difference 
between gods and men, save that under the 
splendor of Amida even the gods most bend; 
and all sing the hymn of praise beginning, 
' O Thou <if ImmeawraUe Light! * 

''But the Voice of the River Celestial 
chants forever, like the chanting of thonsands 
in unison: * JSven this i$ not high; there is 
still a Higher f This is not real; this ie not 
Peace/''' 



\ 
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1HX RU9 OV THX TKMrXX OV AMIDA 

Whxr O-Tojo'b husband — a distant ocm- 
sin, adopted into her family for love's sake — 
had been summoned by his lord to the capital, 
she did not feel anxious about the future. 
She felt sad only. It was the first time since 
their bridal that they had ever been sepa- 
rated* But she had her &iher and mother 
to keep her ccmipany, and, dearer than either, 
— though she would never hare confessed it 
even to herself , — her little son. Besides, she 
always had plenty to do. There were many 
household duties to perform, and there was 
much cbthing to be woven — both silk and 
cotton. 

Once daily at a fixed hour, she would set 
for the absent husband, in his favorite room, 
little repasts faultlessly served on dainty lac- 
quered trays, — miniature meak such as are 
o£Eered to the ghosts of the ancestors, and to 
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the godfl.^ These repasts were serred at the 
east side of the room, and his Icneeling-cush- 
ion placed before them. The reason they 
were served at the east side was because he 
had gone east. Before removing the food, 
she always lifted the cover of the little soup- 
bowl to see if there was vapor upon its lac- 
quered inside surface. For it is said that if 
there be vapor on the inside of the lid cover- 
ing food so offeredt the absent beloved is well. 
But if there be none, he is dead, — because 
that is a sign that his soul has returned by 
itself to seek nourishment. 0-Toyo found the 
lacquer thickly beaded with vapor day by day. 
The child was her constant delight. He was 
three years old, and fond of asking questions 
to which none but the gods know the real 
answers. When he wanted to play, she laid 
aside her work to play with him. When he 
wanted to rest, she told him wonderful stories, 
or gave pretly pious answers to his questions 

1 Snoh a rapMt, oflFered to the tpirit of the afaooiit one 
:oTod, is eiOlod a Kagi-mn; Ut., ** Shadow-tay." TU 
word cm it alao naed to dii^y the meal eerred on the 
laoqneied timy, — which has feet, like a miaiataie table. 
80 that the tenn "Shadow-least" wonld he a hotter 
latum of Kagi'wm* 
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about those things which no man can erer nn- 
derstand. At evening, when the little lamps 
had been lighted before the holy tablets and 
the images, she taught his lips to shape the 
words of filial prayer. When he had been 
laid to sleep, she brought her work near him, 
and watched the still sweetness of his face. 
Sometimes he would smile in his dreams; and 
she knew that Kwannon the divine was play- 
ing shadowy play with him, and she would 
murmur the Buddhist invocation to that Maid 
*Vho looketh forever down above the sound 
of prayer." 

Sometimes, in the season of very dear days, 
she would dimb the mountain of Dakeyama, 
carrying her little boy on her back. Such a 
trip delighted him much, not only because of 
what his mother taught him to see, but also 
of what she taught him to hear. The sloping 
way was through groves and woods, and over 
grassed slopes, and around queer rocks; and 
there were flowers with stories in their hearts, 
and trees holding tree-spirits. Pigeons cried 
hoTup4oorup; and doves sobbed oicao, otoad; 
and cicadn wheesed and fluted and tinkled. 
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All those who wait for absent dear ones 
make, if they can, a pilgrimage to the peak 
called Dakeyama* It is visible from any part 
of the city; and from its smnmit several prov- 
inces can be seen. At the very top is a stone 
of almost human height and shape, perpen- 
dicularly set up; and little pebbles are heaped 
before it and upon it. And near by there is 
a small ShintS shrine erected to the spirit of 
a princess of other days. For she mourned 
the absence of one she loved, and used to 
watch from this mountain for his coming until 
she pined away and was changed into a stone. 
The people therefore built the shrine; and 
lovers of the absent still pray there for the 
return of those dear to them; and each, after 
so praying, takes home one of the little peb- 
bles heaped there. And when the beloved 
one returns, the pebble must be taken bac& to 
the pebble-pile upon the mountain-top, and 
other pebbles with it, for a thank-offering and 
commemoration. 

Always ere 0-Toyo and her son could reach 
their home after such a day, the dusk would 
fall softly about them; for the way was long. 
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and ilMj had to both go and retom bjr boat 
dnaagh the wfldemess of rioe-fieldB round 
Ae town, — whieh ia a alow manner of jour- 
najing. Sometimea atara and firefliea light- 
ed them; aometimea alao the moon, — and 
0*Toyo woold aofdy amg to her boy the Iiumo 
duld-aong to the moon: — 



Uttk Lady Moon, 

Howddoio jonf 

"lUrfeMttdftTO,^ 

ThbtMO and bSbo.** 

notfaoftfllTOOi^p, 

And tiM ffiMOM mwt b« 

For that Wfht lod oUt 

80 aledy tbd,^ 

And thiU bIoo wUtt gfadk 

Abottt yoor Upo. 

Wm yon fl^ it to tiM Imho t 

Wm yoo gho it to tiio oow f 
•'Oli.MSBot*'* 

an oU or gixdla of Ttiy Wglit aokv aaa ba 
oily by ohfldion. 



O'TmMAm 
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And up to the blue night would rise from 
all those wet leagues of labored field that 
great soft bubbling chorus which seems the 
very voice of the soil itself, — the chant of the 
frogs. And O-Toyo would interpret its syl- 
lables to the child: Ml kayuit mi kaytdf 
^Mme eyes tickle; I want to sleep.' 

All those were happy hours. 



9» 



Then twice, within the time of three days, 
those masters of life and death whose ways 
belong to the eternal mysteries struck at her 



Sora wft nuifdft 

Wakaiyo, 

Wakftiytmo 

DSrl 

AkaiiioBO 

OUto, 

Shifoifo BO 

Obi to 

KotU ni ikaiito 

Mosoo do. 

UiDAiii jaittf 

UaUniyamf 
"lyaija!'* 
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baart. Hist aba wm taught that the gentle 
bnalMuid for wImmii abe had ao often pntjred 
never oonld return to her, — having been re- 
tomed onto that dnat oat of which all forma 
are borrowed. And in another little while 
aba knew her boj alept ao deep » aleep that 
die Chineae phyaioiaa ooold not waken him. 
Theae tbinga abe learned only aa ahapea are 
learned in lightning flaabea. Between and 
bejond the flaabea waa that abaolnte dark- 
neaa which is the pitjr of the goda. 

It paaaed; and abe roae to meet a foe whoae 
name ia Memory. Before all othera abe could 
keep her face, aa in other daya, aweet and amil- 
ing. Bat when alone with thia yiaitant, abe 
found beraelf leaa atrong. She woold arrange 
litde toya and qpread oat litde dreaaea on the 
mattings and look at them, and talk to tfaem in 
whiapera, and amile ailently. Bat the amile 
would ever end in a buret of wild, loud weep- 
ing; and abe would beat her head upon the 
floor, and aak fooliah queationa of the goda. 

One day abe thought of a weird conaolation, 
-—that rite the people name Tbritou-ianaaAs, 
—the evocation of the dead. Could abe not 
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call back her boy for one brief minute only? 
It would trouble the little aoul; but would he 
not gbully bear » moment's pain for her dear 
■ake? Surely I 

[To have the dead called back one must go 
to some priest — Buddhist or Shinto — who 
knows the rite of incantation. And the mor- 
tuary tablet, or ihai, of the dead must be 
brought to that priest. 

Then ceremonies of purification are per- 
formed; candles are lighted and incense is 
kindled before the ihai; and prayers or parts 
of sutras are recited ; and offerings of flowers 
and of rice are made. But, in this case, the 
rice must not be cooked. 

And when eyerything has been made ready, 
the priest, taking in his left hand an instru- 
ment shaped like » bow, and striking it rap- 
idly with his right, calk upon the name of the 
dead, and cries out the words, KUaxo yo! 
IdtasBO yo/ kUaxo yot meaning, ^I have 
oome.''^ And, as he cries, the tone of his 



^ WbtDM tlM Iiviiio Mjiaf aboot inm wbo too ofttn 
hkecniiY: *« Thy tdk to lik* tU telk of 
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?oioe gradually changes until it becomes the 
Yeiy voice of the dead person, — for the ghost 
enters into him. 

Then the dead will answer questions qnickly 
asked, but will oiy continually: ^* Hasten, 
hasten! for this my coming back is painful, 
and I have but a litde time to stay I '' And 
having answered, the ghost passes; and the 
priest falls senseless upon his face. 

Now to call back the dead is not good. 
For by calling them back their condition is 
made worse. Betuming to the underworld, 
they must take a place lower than that which 
they held before. 

To-day these rites are not allowed by law. 
They once consoled; but the law is a good 
law, and just, — since there exist men willing 
to mock the divine which is in human hearts.] 

So it came to pass that 0-Toyo found her^ 
self one night in a lonely little temple at the 
verge of the city, — kneeling before the ihai 
of her boy; and hearing the rite of incanta- 
tion. And presently, out of the lips of the 
officiant there camea voice she thought she 
knew, — a voice loved above all others,— 
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bat faint and yeiy thin, like a Bobbing of 



And tbe thin Yoioe cried to her: — 

**AjBk quickly, quickly, mother! Dark is 
the way and long; and I may not linger." 

Then tremblingly she questioned : — 

'' Why must I sorrow for my child? What 
is the justice of the gods? " 

And there was answer given : — 

^O mother, do not mourn me thus I That 
I died was only that you might not die* For 
the year was a year of sickness and of sor- 
row, — and it was given me to know that you 
were to die; and I obtained by prayer that I 
should take your plaoe.^ 

**0 mother, never weep for mel It is not 
kindness to mourn for the dead. Over the 
Biver of Tears * their silent road is ; and when 
mothers weep, the flood of that river rises, 
and the soul cannot pass, but must wander to 
and fro. 

** Therefore, I pray you, do not grieve, O 
mother mine! Only give me a little water 
sometimes.** 
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From that hour she was not seen to weep. 
She performed, lightly and silently, as in for- 
mer days, the gende duties of a daughter. 

Seasons passed; and her father thought to 
find another husband for her. To the mother, 
he said: -« 

^If our daughter again have a son, it will 
he great joj for her, and for all of us/' 

But the wiser mother made answer i — 

^Unhappy she is not. It is impossible that 
she marry again. She has beoome as a littk 
child, knowing nothing of trouble or sin.*' 

It was true that she had ceased to know reel 
pain. She had begun to show a strange fond- 
ness for very small things. At first she had 
found her bed too large — perhaps through 
the sense of emptiness left by the loss of her 
child; then, day by day, other things seemed 
to grow too large, — the dwelling itself, the 
fiuniliar rooms, the alooYC and its great flOwer- 
Tases, — CYcn the household utensils. She 
wished to eat her rice with miniature chop, 
sticks out of a very small bowl such as chil- 
dren use. 
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In these thiiigi she was lovingly hnmoredt 
and in other matters she was not fantastic 
The old people oonsnited together about her 
constantly. At last the father said : — 

^*For our daughter to live with strangers 
might be painful. But as we are aged, we 
may soon have to leave her. Perhaps we 
could provide for her by making her a nun. 
We might build a little temple for her.'* 

Next day the mother asked 0-Toyo: — 

*^ Would you not like to become a holy nun, 
and to live in a very, very smaU temple, with 
a very small altar, and little images of the 
Buddhas? We should be always near you. 
If you wish this, we shall get a priest to teach 
you the sutras.' 

0-Toyo wished it, and asked that an ex- 
tremely small nun's dress be got for her. 
But the mother said : — 

*^ Everything except the dress a good nun 
may have made small. But she must wear a 
large dress — that is the law of Buddha." 

So she was persuaded to wear the same 
dress as other nuns. 
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They built for her » email An-dora, or 
Nim*e-Temp]e, in an empty oonrt where an- 
other and larger temple, called Amida-ji, had 
onoe stood. The An-dera was also called 
Amida-ji, and was dedicated to Amida-Ny5rai 
and to other Bnddhas. It was fitted np with 
a veiy small altar and with miniature altar 
fomitore. There was a tiny copy of the sn* 
tras on a tiny reading-desk, and tiny screens 
and bells and kakemono. And she dwelt 
there long after her parents had passed away. 
People called her the Amida-ji no Bikoni, • — 
which means The Nnn of the Temple of 
Amida. 

A little ontside the gate there was a statue 
of Jia5. This Jiso was a special Jia5, —the 
friend of sick children. There were nearly 
always offerings of small rice-cakes to be seen 
before him. These signified that some sick 
child was being prayed for; and the number 
of the rice-cakes signified the number of the 
yean of the child. Most often there wers but 
two or three cakes; rarely there were se^en or 
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ten. The Amida-ji no Bikcini took oare of 
the statne, and supplied it with inoenae-offer- 
inga, and flowers from the temple garden; for 
diere was a small garden behind the An-dera. 

After malring her morning round with her 
alms-bowl, she would usually seat herself be* 
fore ft very small loom, to weave cloth much 
too narrow for serious use. But her webs 
were bought always by certain shopkeepera 
who knew her story; and they made her pres- 
ents of yery small cups, tiny flower-TSses, and 
queer dwarf -trees for her garden. 

Her greatest pleasure was the companion- 
ship of children; and this she never lacked. 
Japanese child-life is mostly passed in temple 
courts; and many happy childhoods were 
spent in the court of the Amida-jL All the 
mothers in that street liked to hftve their little 
ones play there, but cautioned them never to 
laugh at the Bikuni-San. ** Sometimes her 
ways are strange," they would say; **but that 
is because she once had a little son, who died, 
and the pain became too great for her mother's 
heart. So you must be veiy good and re- 
spectful to her." 

Qaoi they were, but not quite r espec tfu l in 
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the lererantuU aenae. They knew better than 
to be that. They called her ^'Biknni-San*' 
alwaya, and aalnted her nicely; but otherwiae 
they treated her like one of themaelTea. They 
played gamea with her; and aha gave them 
tea in extremely email cnpa, and made for 
them heapa of rioe-cakea not mnch bigger than 
peaa, and wove npon her loom doth of cotton 
and doth of ailk for the robea of their ddla. 
So ahe became to them aa a blood-aiater* 

They phyed with her daily till they grew 
too big to pbiy, and left the court of the 
temple of Amida to begin the bitter work of 
life, and to beoome ^^ fathera and mothera 
of children whom they aent to play in their 
atead. Theae learned to lore the Bikoni-San 
like their parenta had done. And the Bikmii- 
San lived to jday with the children of the 
children of the children of thoae who remem- 
bered when her temple waa bnilt. 

The people took good heed that ahe ahonld 
not know want. There waa alwaya given to 
her more than ahe needed for heraelf • So ahe 
waa able to be nearly aa kind to the children 
aa ahe wiahed, and to feed extravagantly cer- 
tain email animala. Birda netted in her tem* 
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pie, and ate from her. hand, and learned not 
to peroh upon the heads of the Buddhaa. 



Some days after her foneral, a crowd of 
children visited my house. A little girl of 
nine years spoke for them all: — 

**Sir, we are asking for the sake of the 
Bikuni-San who is dead. A very large haha ^ 
has been set up for her. It is a nice haka. 
But we want to give her also a veiy, Tory 
small haka, because in the time she was with 
us she often said that she would like a very 
little haka. And the stone-cuttor has prom- 
ised to cut it for us, and to make it very 
pretty, if we can bring the money. Therefore 
perhaps you will honorably give something." 

*« Assuredly," I said. **But now yon will 
have nowhere to play*'' 

She answered, smiling: — 

**We shall still play in the court of the 
temple of Amida. She is buried there. She 
hear our playing, and be glad." 



VI 



I 

HtOgo, this morning, lies lathed in a lim- 
pid magnificence of light indescribable, — 
spring light, which is Tapory, and lends a sort 
of apparitional charm to far things seen 
through it. Forms remain sharply outlined, 
but are almost idealised by faint colors not 
belonging to them; and the great hills behind 
the town aspire into a cloudless splendor of 
tint that seems the ghost of aiure rather than 
asure itself. 

Orer the blue-gray slope of tiled roofs there 
is a vast quiTering and fluttering of extraor- 
dinary shapes, — a spectacle not indeed new 
to me, but always delicious. Eveiywhere are 
floating — tied to very tall bamboo poles — 
immense brightly colored paper flsh, which 
look and more as if aliye. The greater num- 
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ber yary from five to fifteen feet in length; 
but here and there I see a baby Bcaioely a 
foot long, hooked to the tail of a larger one. 
Some poles have four or five fish attached to 
them at heights proportioned to the dimen- 
sions of the fish, the largest always at the top. 
So cunningly shaped and ookred these things 
are that the first sight of them is always start- 
ling to a stranger. The lines holding them 
are fastened within the head; and the wind, 
entering the open mouth, not only inflates the 
body to perfect form, but keeps it undulating, 
— rising and descending, turning and twist- 
ingf precisely like a real fish, while the tail 
plays and the fins wave irreproachably. In 
the garden of my next-door neighbor there 
are two very fine specimens. One has an 
orange belly and a bluish-gray back; the 
other is all a silvery tint; and both have big 
weird eyes. The rustling of their motion as 
they swim against the sky is like the sound 
of wind in a cane-field. A little farther off I 
see another very big fish, with a little red boy 
clinging to its back. That red boy represents 
Kintoki, strongest of all children ever bom in 
Japan, who, while still a baby, wrestled 
bears and set traps for goblin-birds. 



f 
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E fery b o d y knowa diat these paper eaxp, or 
fan, are hoisted only during the period of the 
great birdi festival of boys, in the fifth month; 
thai their prosenee above a honse signifies the 
birth of % son; and diat they symbolise the 
hope of the parents diat their hid will be able 
to win his way throogh the world against ak 
obstacles,— > even as the real hoi, the great 
Japanese earp, aseends swift rivers againsi 
the sliean u In many parts of soothem and 
western Jmpma yon rarely see these koi. Yon 
see, instead, Teiy long narrow fiags of oottoo 
doth, oaEed nobori^ which are fastened per- 
pendienlarly, like suls, with little spars and 
rings to poles of bamboo, and bear designs in 
varioas colors of the koi in an eddy, — or of 
ShSki, oonqneror of demons, — or of pines,— 
or of tortoises, — or other intonate symbols. 



Bot in this radiant spring of the Japanese 
year 2555, the koi might be taken to symbol- 
ise something larger than parental hope, — 
the great tmst of a nation regenerated throogh 
war. The militaiy revival of the Empire— 
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the real birthday of New Japan — began with 
the conquest of China. The war is ended; 
the future, though cloudedi seems big with 
promise; and, however grim the obstacles to 
loftier and more enduring achievements, Japan 
has neither fears nor doubts. 

Perhaps the future danger is just in this 
immense self-confidence. It is not a new feel- 
ing created by victoiy. It is a race feeling, 
which repeated triumphs have served only to 
strengthen. From the instant of the declara- 
tion of war there was never the least doubt of 
ultimate victory. There was universal and 
profound enthusiasm, but no outward signs of 
emotional excitement. Men at once set to 
work writing histories of the triumphs of 
Japan, and these histories — issued to sub- 
scribers in weekly or monthly parts, and illus- 
trated with photo-lithographs or drawings on 
wood — were selling all over the countiy long 
before any foreign observers could have ven- 
tured to predict the final results of the cam- 
paign. From first to last the nation felt sure 
of its own strength, and of the impotence of 
China. The toy-makers put suddenly into 
the market l^<ms of ingenious mechanisms, 
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leprenftnting Qiinese soldiers in flight, or ha- 
iDg cut down by Japanese troopers, or tied 
together as prisoners bj their queues, or haw' 
towing for mercy to illustrious generals. The 
old-fashioned military playthings, represent- 
ing samurai in armor,, were superseded by 
flgnres-^in day, wood, paper, or silk— of 
Japanese oavaliy, infantiy, and artillery; by 
models of forts and batteries; and models of 
men-of-war. The storming of the defenses of 
Port Arthur by the Kumamoto Brigade was 
the subject of one ingenious mechanical toy; 
another, equally dever, repeated the fight of 
the Matsushima Kan with the Chinese iron- 
clads. There were sold likewise myriads of 
toy-guns discharging corks by compressed air 
with a loud pop, and myriads of tqy-swords, 
end countless tiny bugles, the constant blowing 
of which recalled to me the tin-horn tumult 
of a certain New Year's Eve in New Orleans. 
The announcement of each victory resulted in 
an enormous manufacture and sale of colored 
prints, rudely and cheaply executed, and 
mostly depicting the fancy of the artist only, 
but well fitted to stimulate the popular love 
of gloxy. Wonderful sets of chessmen also 
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appeared, each piece representmg a CShineee 
or Japanese officer or soldier. 

Meanwhile, the theatres were eelebmting 
the war after a mnoh more complete fashion. 
It is no exaggeration to say that almost OTeiy 
episode of the campaign was repeated upon 
the stage. Actors even visited the batdeflelds 
to study scenes and backgrounds, and fit them- 
selves to portray realistically, with the aid of 
artificial snowstorms, the hardships of the 
army in Manchuria. Every gallant deed was 
dramatised almost as soon as reported. The 
death of the bugler Shirahami Genjiro;^ the 



1 At tiM iMittb of SSiv-Hwa^ • JapoMM bi^Ur 
Shin^aml GtnjbrS wMoid«t«dtoMniiidtli«filiaig«(j«sii«l). 
H« had wyandsd itouM wIimi • Vnlltt ptaed tibcoagli bit 
lutgs, tiifowlqf blm down. Hit oonmdM tiitd to takt Uit 
bns^t awAy, tttiiy Uit wooad wat iilaL Ha a i i i t liiJ it 
from tliaBif Ultad it again to hit lipa, toondad Um «baiga 
ODoa mota with all hit ttransftl^ and fall baak daad. I van- 
tma to ofar thia rough tnuitlatioB of a topg bow ta«g aboat 
him bj afary aoldiar and aehoolboy ia J^aa : — 

SHDUKAMI GEVJZBO. 
(Altar tkt Ji«MMi ■OitafrtelM, lipjit at kWM ) 
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triumpliant ocrange of Harada Jinkiolii, who 
Boaled a rampart and opened a fortress gate 
tr Us comrades; the heroism of the fourteen 
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troopers who held their own against three 
hundred infantry; the saooessful charge of 
unarmed ooolies upon a Chinese battalion, — 
all these and many other incidents were re* 
produced in a thousand theatres. Immense 
illuminations of paper lanterns, lettered with 
phrases of loyalty or patriotic cheer, cele* 
brated the success of the imperial arms, or 
gladdened the eyes of soldiers going by train 
to the field. In Eob^, — constantly traversed 
by troop-trains, — such illuminations contin* 
ued night after night for weeks together, and 
the residents of each street further subscribed 
for flags and triumphal arches. 

But the glories of the war were celebrated 
also in ways more durable by the various great 
industries of the country. Victories and inci* 
dents of saoriflcial heroism were commemo- 
rated in porcelain, in metal-work, and in 
costly textures, not less than in new designs 
for envebpes and note-paper. They were 
portrayed on the silk linings of haori^^ on 
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womeii's kerchiefs of ehirimen^^ in tbe em* 
broideiy of girdles, in the designs of silk 
Bhirts and of ckikben's holiday robes, — not to 
speak of cheaper printed goods, such as cali- 
coes and toweling. They were represented in 
laoquer-ware of many kinds, on the sides and 
ooTcra of carren boxes^ on tobacco-pouches, 
on slecTe-bnttons, in designs for hairpins, on 
women's combs, even on chopsticks. Bundles 
of toothpicks in tiny eases were offered for 
sale, each toothpick having engraved upon it, 
in microscopic text, a different poem about 
the war. And up to the time of peace, or at 
least up to the time of the insane attempt by 
a 90$ki^ to kill the Chinese plenipotentiary 



1 €Sunmm fa • wpa rillr, of wliidii thw ar> nany ^— li- 
Urn ; MOM Twy Mttly and donble. 

' BotM lofm OM of Uio modtm oniMt of Japaa. TWy 
MO martly w^atadtrti vbo mm • VMag hf bizlaf thom- 
mItw oak M lowdy 'tMvorirti. PolitiefaM omploy tiMm 
•ithor agaiBil Uio aodd of oppooMti, or m VnUito la alao* 
tioB tima. M?a*a paiaoM aomatimaa ampl^y tham aa da* 
f aadaia. Thay bara 4svmA Sb moat of tha alaatioa towa 
wUeh hava takaa plaaa of lala yaaia in Japaa, afao in a 
of aaMHilti oiada on diali^fvfaliad paiaoaafaa. Tht 
wUeh ptodvaad nfliJHain in Ba«ia hava aararal 
poiala of reaanblanoa wiUi Um aaaaaa wUeh da^dopad tha 
aadd daai in Janaa* 
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during negotiatioiis, all things happened as 
the people had wished and expected. 

But as soon as the terms of peace had been 
annonncedf Russia interfered^ securing the 
help of France and Germany to bully Japan. 
The combination met with no opposition ; the 
goyemment played jiujutsu, and foiled expec- 
tations by unlooked-for yielding. Japan had 
long ceased to feel uneasy about her own mili- 
tary power. Her reserre strength is probably 
much greater than has ever been acknowledged, 
and her educational system, with its twenty- 
six thousand schools, is an enormous drilling- 
machine. On her own soil she couU face any 
foreign power. Her nayy was her weak point, 
and of this she was fully aware. It was a 
splendid fleet of small, light cruisers, and 
splendidly handled. Its admiral, without the 
loss of a single vessel, had annihilated the 
Cihinese fleet in two engagements; but it was 
not yet sufficiently heavy to face the combined 
navies of three European powers; and the 
flower of the Japanese army was beyond the 
sea. The most opportune moment for inter- 
ference had been cunningly chosen, and prob- 
ably more than interference was intended. 
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The heaTj Rnwrian lMitUe-«liipB were stripped 
for fig^itiiig; and these alone ooold possiUy 
hare o veip o wered the Japanese fleet, though 
the Tiotoiy would ha^e been a costly one. But 
Knssian action was suddenly checked by the 
sinister declaratkm of English sympathy lor 
Ji^an. Within a fsw weeks England could 
bring into Asiatic waters a fleet capable of 
emshinflf. in one short battlift. all the iron* 
dads assembled by tlie combination* And n 
sin{^ shot from n Russian cruiser miglit have 
plimged the iHiole worid into war. 

But in the Japanese navy there was n furi- 
ous desiie to battle with the tiiree hostile 
powers at once. It would ha^e been n great 
fl^it, for no Japanese commander would have 
dreamed of yieUing, no Japanese ship would 
httfe struck her colors. Tbe army was equally 
desirous of war. It needed all the flrmnem of 
the goremment to hold the nation back. Free 
speech was gagged; the prem was severely 
silenced; and by the return to China of the 
Liao-Tung peninsula, in exchange for n com- 
pensatoiy increase of the war indemnity pre- 
▼ioosty eraeteil, peace was secured. Tbe goT* 
emment really acted with ftmltkies wisdom. 
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At this period of Japanese development a 
costly war with Russia could not fail to have 
consequences the most disastrous to industry, 
commerce, and finance. But the national 
pride has been deeply wounded, and the ooun- 
try can still scarcely forgive its rulers. 

m 

HtOoo, lUy 15. 

The Matsnshima Kan, returned from China, 
is anchored before the Ghurden of the Pleasure 
of Peace. She is not a colossus, though she 
has done grand things; but she certainly looks 
quite formidable as she Ues there in tlie clear 
light, — a stone-gray fortress of steel rising 
out of the smooth blue. Permission to visit 
her has been given to the delighted people, 
who don their best for the occasion, as for a 
temple festival; and I am suffered to accom- 
pany some of them. All the boats in the port 
would seem to have been hired for the visit- 
ors, so huge is the shoal hovering about the 
ironclad as we arrive. It is not possible for 
such a number of sightseers to go on board 
at once; and we have to wait while hundreds 
are being alternate^ admitted and dismissed. 
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But tbe wmiting in the oool Mft air is not mi* 
pleasant; and the spectacle of tbe popular joj 
is worth watching. What eager tashing when 
the torn comes I what swarming and squeezing 
and dingingl Two women fall into the sea, 
and are palled out hj blne-jaekefta, and say 
thqr uo not sorry to haTo fallen in, because 
they osa now boast of owing theb Utcs to the 
man nf the M^stsn s^^"**- KanI A« % matter 
of &ct, they conld not Teiy well bafo been 
drowned; there were lq;ions of common boat* 
men to look after t^*^*"- 

Bnt something of laiger inqiortance to the 
nation than the li?es of two yomg women is 
realty owing to the men of the Matsnshima 
Kan; and the people are rig^y tiying to pay 
them back with lore, — lor presents, soch as 
thoosands woold like to make, are prohibtted 
by disc^linary mle. Officers and ersw most 
be weary; bnt the crowding and the qoes- 
tioning are home witk charming amiability. 
ETeiything is shown and explained in detail: 
the hnge tfairty^wntunetre gnn, witk its load* 
ing apparatos and directing machinery; the 
qniok-firing batteries; the totpedoes, with 
their impolse-tobes; the electric lantern, with 
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its searohing mechanism. I myself > tlioiigli a 
foreigner, and therefore requiring a special 
permit, am guided all about, both below and 
above, and am even suffered to take a peep 
at the portraits of their Imperial Majesties, 
in the admiral's cabin; and I am told the stir- 
ring story of the great fight off the Yalu. 
Meanwhile, the old bald men and the women 
and the babies of the port hold for one golden 
day command of the Matsushima. Officers, 
cadets, blue-jackets, spare no effort to please. 
Some talk to the g^ndfathers; others let the 
children play with the hilts of their swords, or 
teach them how to throw up their litde hands 
and shout "^TeUoohi Bansail'' And for 
tired mothers, matting has been spread, where 
they can squat down in the shade between 
decks. 

Those dedcs, only a few months ago, were 
covered with the blood of brave men. Here 
and there dark stains, which still resist holy- 
stoning, are visible; and the people look at 
them with tender reverence. The flagship was 
twice struck by enormous sheUs, and her vul- 
nerable parts were pierced by a storm of small 
projeotales. She bore the brunt of the engage- 
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meat, lonng nearly half her crew. Her ton- 
nage 18 only four thooeand two hundred and 
eighty; and her innnediate antagonists were 
two Chinese ironolads of seven thousand f onr 
hundred tons each. Outside, her cuirass 
shows no deep soars, for the shattered plates 
have been replaced; — hut my guide points 
proudly to the numerous patchings of the 
deeks, the steel masting supporting the fight- 
ing-tops, the smoke-stack, — and to certain 
terrible dents, with small cracks radiating 
from them, in the foot-thick steel of the bar* 
bette. He traces for us, below, the course 
of the ihirty-and-a-half centimetre shell that 
pierced the ship. ^ When it came,'' he tells 
us, ^the shock threw men into the air that 
high " (holding his hand some two feet above 
the deck). ^ At the same moment all became 
dark; you could not see your hand. Then we 
found that one of the starboard forward guns 
had been smashed, and the crew all killed. We 
had forty men killed instantly, and many more 
wounded: no man escaped in that part of the 
ship. The deck was on fire, because a lot of 
ammunition brought up for the guns had ex- 
ploded; so we had to fight and to work to put 
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out the fire at the same time. Eyen badlj 
wounded men, with the skin blown from their 
hands and faces, worked as if they felt no 
pain; and dying men helped to pass water* 
But we silenced the Ting-ynen with one more 
shot from our big gun. The Cihinese had 
European gunners helping them. If we had 
not had to fight against Western gunners, otir 
victory toonld have been too ea^." 

He gives the true note. Nothing, on this 
splendid spring day, could so delight the men 
of the Matsushima Kan as a command to clear 
for action, and attack the great belted Bnssian 
cruisers lying o£E the coast. 

rr 

Last year, while traveling from Shimo- 
noseki to the capital, I saw many regiments 
on their way to the seat of war, all uniformed 
in white; for the hot season was not yet over. 
Those soldiers looked so much like students 
whom I had taught (thousands, indeed, were 
really fresh from school) that I could not help 
feeling it was cruel to send such youths to 
battle. The boyish &oes were so frank, so 
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dwexfol, so aeemini^ innoocnt of the greater 
iOROWB of life I ** Don't fear for them,'' said 
an Engjiah feUow-traTeler, a man who had 
paned his life in campt; ^they will give a 
splendid aoooont of themselves." **I know 
it,^' was my answer; ^bnt I am thinking of 
fever and frost and Manchorian winter: these 
are more to he feared than Chinese rifles." ^ 

THyd ^ning gf the hngleSf gathering the 
men together after dark, or signaling the hour 
of rest, had for years been one of the pleas- 
ures of my summer evenings in a Japanese 
garrison town. Bat daring the months of 
war, those long, phintive notes of the last eall 
touched me in another way. I do not know 
that the melody is peenKar; hat it was some- 
times played, I used to think, with pecaliar 
feeling; and when ottered to the starH^^ hy 
all the hog^ of a division at ones, the mnlti- 
todinonsly blending tones had a mdaneholy 
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fweetneas nerer to be forgotten. And I 
would dream of pliantom buglers, smnmoning 
the youth and strength of hosts to the shadowy 
silence of perpetual rest. 

Con expretnone i a voUmia, 




Well, to-day I went to see some of the regi- 
ments return. Arches of greenery had been 
erected over the street they were to pass 
through, leading from Kob^ station to Nanko- 
San, — the great temple dedicated to the hero 
spirit of Eusunoki Masashig^. Tlie citisens 
had subscribed six thousand yen for the honor 
of serving the soldiers with the first meal 
after their return; and many battalions had 
already received such kindly welcome. The 
sheds under which they ate in the court of the 
temple had been decorated with flags and fes- 
toons; and there were gifts for all the troops, 
*— sweetmeats, and packages of cigarettes, and 
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litde fcowek printed with poems in praise of • 7 

valor. Before the gate of the temple a really ; 1 

handsome triumphal arch had been erected, 
bearing on each of its facades a phrase of wel- -^ 

come in Chinese text of gold, and on its sum- 7^ 

mit a terrestrial globe surmounted by a hawk p-^ 

with outspread pinions.^ > 

I waited first, with Manyemon, before the - 

station, which is very near the temple. The 
train arrived; a military sentry ordered all 
spectators to quit the platform ; and outside, ^ 

in the street, police kept back the crowd, and \ 

stopped all traffie. After a few minutes, the 
battalions came, marching in regular column -^'^ 

through the brick archway, — headed by a ^ 

gray officer, who limped slightly as he walked, 3 

saioking a cigarette. The crowd thickened 
about us; but there was no cheering, not even 
speaking, — a hush broken only by the meas- 

1 AttfiteloMflf t]MgreatiiaTalragag«iiMiitoftli«17tliof 
S«iftomlMr, 18M, • hawk aUghtod <m th« ^grhtiaf-iiuwl of ths 
JapMMM enuMT TakMhiho, and rafferad itiall to ba taktn 
and fad. Aflar mach pettbag, this hiid of good oman waa 
pfioontod to tha Eknpaior. Falaonrj waaa great feadal ipofft 
fai Japaa, aad hawki wart fiaaly trilaad. Tha hawk b dow 
Kkaly to lueom, man Aaa atar hafort ia JapOBi a ■jmbol 
ol vietofj. 
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ured tramp x^ the passing troops. I ooold 
scarcely believe those were the same men I 
had seen going to the war; only the nuinbers 
on the shoulder-straps assured me of the fact. 
Sunburnt and grim the faces were; many had 
heavy beards* The dark blue winter uni- 
forms were frayed and torn, the shoes worn 
into shapelessness ; but the strong, swinging 
stride was the stride of the hardened soldier. 
Lads no longer these, but toughened men, able 
to face any troops in the world; men who had 
slaughtered and stormed; men who had also 
suffered many things which never will be writ- 
ten. The ^features showed neither joy nor 
pride ; the quick-searching eyes hardly glanced 
at the welcoming flags, the decorations, the 
aich with its globe-shadowing hawk of battle, 
— perhaps because those ey^ had seen too 
often the things which make men serious. 
(Only one man smiled as he ])assed; and I 
thought of a smile seen on the face of a 
Zouave when I was a boy, watching the return 
of a regiment from Africa, — a mocking smile, 
that stabbed.) Many of the spectators were 
visibly affected, feeling the reason of the 
change. But, for all that, the soldiers were 
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better eoldien now; and they were going 
to find weksome, and comforts, and giftSf 
and the great warm love of the people, — 
and repoee thereafter, in their old familiar 
oampe. 




I said to Manyemon: ^This evening they 
will be in Osaka and Nagoya. They will hear 
the bugles calling; and they will think of 
comrades who never can retnra.** 

The old man answered, with simple ear- 
nestness: ^Perhaps by Western people it is 
thought that the dead never return. But we 
oannot so think. There are no Japanese dead 
mho do not return. There are none who do 
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not know Ae way. From China and from 
Choaen, and out of the bitter aea, all our dead 
have oome baok, — aUf They are with na 
now. In every dusk they gather to hear the 
bugles that called them home. And they will 
hear them also in that day when the armies 
of the Son of Heaven shall be summoned 
against Russia*" 



▼n 

HABU 

Hakd was Inoo^t iqp, ehieflj at homey in 
that old-fMhioMd way whioh p ro d noed one of 
the ■weetoit Qrpea of woman the world baa 
ever teen. Tliia domestio edneatson enltivated 
ainqplieily of heartt natoral graoe of manner, 
obedienoe, and love of dntjr aa they were neyer 
eohavated but in Jqpan. Ita moral prodnet 
waa aomething too gentle and beantifDl for 
anjr other than the old Japanese aoeietj: it 
waa not the moat jndickma preparation for the 
nmeh haraher life of the new, — in whioh it 
■tin aorriTaa. The refined girl waa trained 
for the eondition of being theoretioally at the 
BMroj of her hnband. She waa taught never 
to show jealoosjt or grief, or anger, — even 
nnder ciroomatanoea eompeWing all three; 
aha was ezpeeted to eonqner thefsnltaof her 
lord by pore sweetness. In short, she waa le- 
fured to be almost snpeilnimani -^to reali8e9 
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at least in oatward seeming, the ideal of per- 
fect unselfishness. And this she coold do 
with a husband of her own rank, delicate in 
discernment, — able to divine her feelings, 
and never to wound them. 

Ham came of a much better family than 
her husband; and she was a little too good 
for him, because he could not really under- 
stand her. They had been married very 
young, had been poor at first, and then had 
gradually become well-o£F, because Haru*s bus* 
band was a clever man of business. Some- 
times she thought he had loved her most wben 
they were less well off; and a woman is sel- 
dom mistaken about such matters. 

She still made all his clothes; and he com- 
mended her needle-work. She waited upon 
Hm wants; aided him to dress and undress; 
made everything comfortable for him in their 
pretty home; bade him a charming &rewell 
as he went to business in the morning, and 
welcomed him upon his return; received his 
friends exquisitely; managed his household 
matters with wonderful economy; and seldom 
asked any favors that cost money. Indeed 
•he soaroefy needed such favors; for he was 
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nearer vngeneroiis, and likad to see 
dPMBcd, — lookiiig like some beantiful silver 
moth robed in the folding of its own wings, 
— and to take her to theatres and other 
places of amnsement. She aooompanied him 
to pleasure-resorts famed for the blossoming 
of oheny-trees in spring, or the shimmering of 
fireflies on summer nights, or the crimsoning 
of maples in autumn. And sometimes they 
would pass a day together at Maiko, by the 
sea, where the pines seem to sway like dancing 
girls; or an afternoon at Sayomidm, in the 
old, old summer-house, where eyeiythinjg is 
like a dream of five hundred years ago, —and 
where there is a great shadowing of high 
woods, and a song of water leaping cold and 
dear from caverns, and always the plaint of 
flutes unseen, blown softly in the antique way, 
— a tone^saress of peace and sadness blend- 
ing, just as the gold light glooms into blue 
over a dying sun. 

Except for such small pleasures and excur- 
sions, Haru went out seldom. Her only liv- 
ing rehtives, and also those of her husband, 
were far away in other provinces; and she 
had few visits to make. She liked to be at 
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homei arrftDLging flowers for the alcoves or for 
the gods, decorating the rooms, and feeding 
the tame gold-fish of the garden-pond, which 
would lift up their heads when they saw her 
coming. 

No child had yet brought new joy or sor* 
row into her life. She looked, in spite of her 
wife^s coifiEure, like a veiy yonng girl; and 
she was stiU simple as a child, — notwith- 
standing that business capacity in small things 
which her husband so admired that he often 
condescended to ask her counsel in big things. 
Perhaps the heart then judged for him better 
than the pretty head; but, whether intuitive 
or not, her advice never proved wrong. She 
was happy enough with him for five years, — 
during which time he showed himself as con- 
siderate as any young Japanese merchant 
could well be towards a wife of finer charac- 
ter than his own. 

Then his manner suddenly became cold, — - 
so suddenly that she felt assured the reason 
was not that which a childless wife might 
have reason to fear. Unable to discover the 
real cause, she tried to persuade herself that 
she had been remiss in her duties; examined 
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ber innooent oooaoienoe to no paipose; and 
tried very, veiy hard to please. But he re« 
mained unmoTed. He spoke no unkind words, 
— thougk she felt behind his silence the re- 
pressed tendency to utter them. A Japanese 
of the better class is not very apt to be un- 
kind to his wife in words. It is thought to 
be vulgar and brutal. The educated man of 
normal disposition will even answer a wife's 
reproaches with gentle phrases. Common po* 
liteness, by the Japanese code, exacts this 
attitude from eveiy manly man; moreover, it 
is Ae only safe one. A refined and sensitive 
woman will not long submit to coarse treat- 
ment; a spirited one may even kill herself 
because of something said in a moment of 
passion, and such a suicide disgraces the hus- 
band for the rest of his life. But there are 
slow cruelties worse than words, and safer, — ^ 
n^lect or indifference, for example, of a sort 
to arouse jealousy. A Japanese wife has in- 
deed been trained never to show jealousy; but 
the feeling is older than all training, — old as 
love, and likely to live as long. Beneath her 
passionless mask the Japanese wife feels like 
her Western sister, — just like that sister who 
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prays and prays, even while delighting some 
evening assembly of beanty and fashion, for 
the coming of the hour which will set her free 
to relieve her pain alone. 

Ham had oaose for jealousy; but she was 
too much of a child to gaess the cause at 
once; and her servants too fond of her to 
suggest it. Her husband had been accus- 
tomed to ]>ass his evenings in her company, 
either at home or elsewhere. But now, even* 
ing after evening, he went out by himself. 
The first time he had given her some business 
pretexts; afterwards he gave none, and did 
not even tell her when he expected to return. 
Latterly, also, he had been treating her with 
silent rudeness. He had become changed, — 
**as if there was a goblin in his heart,** — the 
servants said. As a matter of fact he had 
been deftly caught in a snare set for him. 
One whisper from a geisha had numbed his 
will; one smile blinded his eyes. She was 
far less pretty than his wife; but she was 
very skillful in the craft of spinning webs, — 
webs of sensual delusion which entangle weak 
men, and always tighten more and more about 
them until the final hour of mockery and 
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rain. Ham did not know. She siispeoted 
no wrong till after her hnsband's strange oon- 
doct had beoome habitoal, — and even then 
only beoanae she found that his money was 
passing into unknown hands. He had never 
told her where he passed his evenings. And 
she was afraid to ask, lest he should think 
her jealous. Instead of exposing her feelings 
in words, she treated him with suoh sweetness 
that a more intelligent husband would have 
divined aU. But, except in business, he was 
dull. He oontinued to pass his evenings away ; 
and as his oonsdenoe grew feebler, his ab- 
senoes lengthened. Haru had been taught 
that a good wife should always sit up and 
wait for her lord's return at night; and by 
so doing she suffered from nervousness, and 
from the feverish conditions that follow sleep- 
lessness, and from the lonesomeness of her 
waiting after the servants, kindly dismissed 
at the usual hour, had left her with her 
tiionghts. Onoe only, returning veiy late, 
her husband said to her: ^^I am sorry you 
should have sat up so late for me; do not 
wait like that againi** Then, fearing he 
Blight really have been pained on her aocount, 
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she langlied pleasantly, and said; ^I was not 
sleepy, and I am not tired; honorably please 
not to think about me/* So he ceased to 
think about her, — glad to take her at her 
word; and not long after that he stayed 
away for one whole night. The next night 
he did likewise, and a third night. After 
that third night's absenoe he failed even to 
return for the morning meal; and Hara knew 
the time had come when her duty as a wife 
obliged her to speak. 

She waited through aU the morning hours, 
fearing for him, fearing for herself also; con- 
scious at last of the wrong by which a wo- 
man's heart can be most deeply wounded. 
Her faithful servants had told her something; 
the rest she could guess. She was veiy ill, 
and did not know it. She knew only that 
she was angry — selfishly angry, because of 
the pain given her — cruel, probing, sicken- 
ing pain. Midday came as she sat thinking 
how she could say least selfishly what it was 
now her duty to say, — the first words of re- 
proach that would ever have passed her lips. 
Then her heart leaped with a shock that made 
eveiything blur and swim before her sight in 
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a wliirl of disiiiieas, — beoanse there was a 
Mmnd of karama-wbeek and thd voice of a 
BeramtcaUiag: ^ Honorahle^return^is t ^* 

She straggled to the entrance to meet him, 
all her slender body a-tremble with fever and 
pain, and terror of betraying that pain. And 
the man was startled, because instead of greet- 
ing him with the accustomed smile, she caught 
the bosom of his silk robe in one quivering 
little hand, — and looked into his face with 
eyes that seemed to search for some shred of 
a soul, — and tried to speak, but could utter 
only the single word, **Anata f"^ Almost in 
the same moment her weak grasp loosened, 
her eyes dosed with a strange smUe; and even 
before he could put out his arms to support 
her, she felL He sought to lift her. But 
something in the delicate life had snapped. 
She was dead. 

^lere were astonishments, of course, and 
tears, and useless callings of her name, and 
much running for doctors. But she lay white 
and still and beautiful, all the pain and anger 
gone out of her fiu)e, and smiling as on her 
bridal day. 
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Two physioians came from the public hof- 
pital, — Japanese military surgeonB. Tbey 
asked straight hard questions, *— questioiu 
that cut open the self of the man down to the 
core. Then they told him truth cold and 
sharp as edged steel, — and left him with his 
dead* 

The people wondered he did not become a 
priest, — fair evidence that his conscience had 
been awakened. By day he sits among his 
bales of Kyoto silks and Osaka figured goods, 
— earnest and silent. His clerks think him 
a good master; he never speaks harshly. Of- 
ten he works far into the night; and he has 
changed his dwelling-place. There are stran- 
gers in the pretty house where Ham lived; and 
the owner never visits it* Perhaps because 
he might see there one slender shadow, still 
arranging flowers, or bending with iris-grace 
above the goldfish in his pond. But wher- 
ever he rest, sometime in the silent hours he 
must see the same soundless presence near his 
pillow, — sewing, smoothing, softly seeming 
to make beautiful the robes he once put on 
only to betray* And at other times — in the 
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busiest moments of his busy life — tbe clamor 
of the great shop dies; the ideographs of his 
ledger dim and vanish; and a plaintive little 
voice, which the gods refuse to silence, utters 
into the solitude of his heart, like a question^ 
the single word, — ^Anata t ** 



A QIJKP8B OF TENDENCIXB 



The foreign oonoession of an open port 
offers a striking contrast to its far-Eastern 
environment. In the well-ordered ugliness of 
its streets one finds suggestions of places not 
on this side of the world, — just as though 
fra^^ents of the Occident had been magi- 
cally brought oversea: bits of Liverpool, of 
Marseilles, of New York, of New Orleans, 
and bits also of tropical towns in oolonies 
twelve or fifteen thousand miles away. The 
mercantile buildings — immense by comparison 
with the low light Japanese shops — seem to 
utter the menace of financial power. The 
dwellings, of every conceivable design — from 
that of an Indian bungalow to that of an Eng- 
lish or French country-manor, with turrets 
and bow-windows — are surrounded by com- 
monplace gardens of dipped shrubbery; the 
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wUte roadways are solid and level as tables, 
and bordered with bozed-up trees. Nearly all 
things conventional in England or America 
have been domiciled in these districts. Yon 
see church-steeples and factory-chimneys and 
telegraph-poles and street-lamps. You see 
warehouses of imported brick with iron shut* 
ters, and shop fronts with plate-glass windows, 
and sidewalks, and cast-iron railings. There 
are morning and evening and weekly newspa- 
pers; dubs and reading-rooms and bowling 
alleys; billiard halls and barrooms; schools 
and bethels. There are electric-light and tele- 
phone companies; hospitals, courts, jails, and 
a foreign police. There are foreign lawyers, 
doctors, and druggists; foreign grocers, con- 
fectioners, bakers, dairymen; foreign dress- 
makers and tailors; foreign school-teachers 
and music-teachers. There is a town-hall, 
for municipal business and public meetings of 
all kinds, — likewise for amateur theatricals 
or lectures and concerts; and veiy rarely some 
dramatic company, on a tour of the world, 
halts there awhile to make men laugh and 
women cry like they used to do at home. 
There are cricket-grounds, racecourses, public 
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parks, — or, as we should call them in Eiig« 
land, ^* squares," — yachting associations, ath- 
letio societies, and swimming baths. Among 
the familiar noises are the endless tinkling of 
piano-practice, the crashing of a town-band, 
and an occasional wheezing of accordions: in 
fact, one misses only the organ-grinder. The 
population is English, French, German, 
American, Danish, Swedish, Swiss, Russian, 
with a thin sprinkling of Italians and Levan- 
tines. I had almost forgotten the Chinese. 
They are present in multitude, and have a 
little comer of the district to themselves. But 
the dominant element is English and Ameri- 
can, — the English being in the majority. All 
the faults and some of the finer qualities of 
the masterful races can be studied here to 
better advantage than beyond seas, — because 
everybody knows all about everybody else in 
communities so small, — mere oases of Occi- 
dental life in the vast unknown of the Far 
East. Ugly stories may be heard which are 
not worth writing about; also stories of nobil- 
ity and generosity — about good brave things 
done by men who pretend to be selfish, and 
wear conventional masks to hide what is best 
in them from public knowledge. 
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Bat ibe domaini of the foreigner do not 
•tretch beyond the distance of an easy walk, 
and may shrink back again into nothing be* 
fore many years — for reasons I shall pres- 
ently dwell upon* His settlements developed 
preoocioosly, — almost like ** mushroom cities '* 
in the great American West, — and reached 
the apparent limit of their development soon 
after solidifying. 

About and beyond the concession, the *^na- 
tive town*' — the real Japanese city — stretches 
away into regions imperfectly known* To the 
average settler this native town remains a 
world of mysteries; he may not think it worth 
hb while to enter it for ten years at a time* 
It has no interest for him, as he is not a stu- 
dent of native customs, but simply a man of 
business; and he has no time to think how 
queer it all is* Merely to cross the conces- 
sion line b almost the same thing as to cross 
the Padfio Ocean, — which is much less wide 
than the difference between the races. Enter 
alone into the interminable narrow man of 
Japanese streets, and the dogs will bark at 
you, and the children stare at you as if you 
were the only foreigner they ever saw* Per* 
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haps they will even call after yoa ^Ijin,** 
''Tajin/' or ""Ee-tojin/'— ihe last of wUch 
signifies ^haiiy foreigner," and is not intended 
toS a oompliment. 



For a long time the merchants of the con- 
cessions had their own way in everything, and 
forced apon the native firms methods of busi- 
ness to which no Occidental merchant wonld 
think of submitting, — methods which plainty 
expressed the foreign conviction that all Jap- 
anese were tricksters. No foreigner woold 
then purchase anything until it had been long 
enough in his hands to be examined and reex- 
amined and ^exhaustively*' examined, — or 
accept any order for imports unless the order 
were accompanied by **a substantial payment 
of bargain money." ^ Japanese buyers and 
sellers protested in vain; they found them- 
selves obliged to submit. But they bided 
their time, — yielding only with the determi- 
nation to conquer. The rapid growth of the 
foreign town, and the immense capital sue- 
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cessfnlly iiiYested therein, proved to them 
how miioh they would have to learn before be- 
ing able to help themselves. They wondered 
without admiring, and traded with the foreign* 
ers or worked for them, while secretly detest- 
ing them. In old Japan the merchant ranked 
below the common peasant; bnt these foreign 
invaders assomed the tone of princes and the 
insolence of conquerors. As employers they 
were usnaUy harsh, and sometimes brutal. 
Nevertheless they were wonderfully wise in 
the matter of making money; they lived like 
kings and paid hi^ salaries. It was desir- 
able that young men should suffer in their 
service for the sake of learning tilings which 
would have to be learned to save the countiy 
from passing under foreign role. Some day 
Japan would have a mercantile marine of her 
own, and foreign banking agencies, and for- 
eign credit, and be well able to rid herself of 
these haughty strangers: in the meanwhile 
they should be endured as teachers. 

So the import and export trade remained 
entirely in foreign hands, and it grew from 
nothing to a value of hundreds of millions; 
and Japan was well exploited. But she knew 
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ihat she was only paying to leam; and her 
patience was of that kind which endures so 
long as to be mistaken for oblivion of injn* 
ries. Her opportunities came in the natural 
order of things. The growing influx of aliens 
seeking fortune gave her the first advantage. 
The interoompetition for Japanese trade broke 
down old methods; and new firms being glad 
to take orders and risks without ^bargain- 
moneyt*' huge advanoe-payments could no 
longer be exacted. The relations between 
foreigners and Japanese simultaneously im- 
proved, — as the latter showed a dangerous 
capacify for sudden combination against ill- 
treatment, could not be cowed by revolvers, 
would not suffer abuse of any sort, and knew 
how to dispose of the most dangerous rowdy 
in the space of a few minutes. Already the 
rougher Japanese of the ports, the dregs of 
the populace, were ready to assume the ag- 
gressive on the least provocation* 

Within two decades from the founding of 
the settlements, those foreigners who once 
imagined it a mere question of time when the 
whole country would belong to them, hegtai 
to understand how greatly they had underesti* 
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mated the race. The Japanese had been 
learning wonderfuUy well — ** nearly as well 
as the Chinese." They were supplanting the 
small foreign shopkeepers; and Yarions estab- 
lishments had been compelled to close beoanse 
of Japanese competition. Even for large 
firms the era of easy fortone-maUng was over; 
the period of hard work was commencing. In 
early days all the personal wants of foreigners 
had necessarily been supplied by foreigners, 
— so that a large retail trade had grown up 
under the patronage of the wholesale trade. 
The retail trade of the settlements was evi- 
dently doomed. Some of its branches had 
disappeared; the rest were visibly diminish- 
ing. 

To-day the eoonomio foreign clerk or as- 
sistant in a business house cannot well afford 
to live at the local hotels. He can hire a Jap- 
anese cook at a veiy small sum per month, or 
can have his meals sent him from a Japanese 
restaurant at five to seven sen per plate. He 
lives in a house constructed in ^* semi-foreign 
style," and owned by a Japanese. The car- 
pets or mattings on his floor are of Japanese 
manufacture. His furniture is supplied by a 
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Japanese oabinet-maker. His Buite, Bhirts, 
shoes, walking-cane, umbrella, are ^^ Japanese 
make": even the soap on his washstand is 
stamped with Japanese ideographs. If a 
smoker, he buys his Manilla cigars from a 
Japanese tobacconist half a dollar cheaper per 
box ihan any foreign house would charge him 
for the same quality* If he wants books he 
can buy them at much lower prices from a 
Japanese than from a foreign book dealer, — 
and select his purchases from a much larger 
and better-selected stock. If he wants a pho- 
tograph taken he goes to a Japanese gallery: 
no foreign photographer could make a living 
in Japan. If he wants curios he visits a Jap- 
anese house ; — the f oreigpti dealer would charge 
him a hundred per cent, dearer. 

On the other hand, if he be a man of family, 
his daily marketing is supplied by Japanese 
butchers, fishmongers, dairymen, fruit-seUers, 
vegetable dealers. He may continue for a 
time to buy English or American hams, bacon, 
canned goods, etc., from some foreign provi- 
sion dealer; but he has discovered that Japan- 
ese stores now offer the same dass of goods at 
lower prices. If he drinks good beer, it prob* 



A GLIMPSE OF TENDENCIES 129 

aUy oomes from a Japanese brewexy; and if 
lie wants a good quality of ordinary wine or 
liquor, Japanese storekeepers can supply it at 
rates below those of the foreign importer. 
Indeed, the only things he cannot buy from 
the Japanese houses are just those things 
which he cannot afford, — high-priced goods 
such as only rich men are likely to purchase. 
And finally, if any of his family become 
:, he can consult a Japanese physician who 
charge him a fee perhaps one tenth less 
than he would have had to pay a foreign phy- 
sician in former times. Foreign doctors now 
find it very hard to live, — unless they have 
something more than their practice to rely 
upon. Even when the foreign doctor brings 
down his fee to a dollar a visit, the high-class 
Japanese doctor can charge two, and still 
crush competition; for he furnishes the medi« 
cine himself at prices which would ruin a 
foreign apothecary. There are doctors and 
doctors, of course, as in all countries; but the 
Gterman-speaking Japanese physician capable 
of directing a public or military hospital is 
not easily surpassed in his profession ; and the 
average foreign physician cannot possibly com* 
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pete with him. He fumislies no prescriptions 
to be taken to a drugstore: his drugstore is 
either at home or in a room of the hospital he 
directs. 

These facts, taken at random oat of a mul- 
titude, imply that foreign shops, or as we call 
them in America, ^Uteres," will soon cease 
to be. The existence of some has been pro- 
longed only by needless and foolish trickery 
on the part of some petty Japanese dealers, 
— attempts to sell abominable decoctions in 
foreign bottles under foreign labels, to adul- 
terate imported goods, or to imitate trade- 
marks. But the common sense of the Japan- 
ese dealers, as a mass, is strongly opposed to 
such immorality, and the evil will soon correct 
itself. The native storekeepers can honestly 
undersell the foreign ones, because able not 
only to underlive them, but to make fortunes 
during the competition. 

This has been for some tune well recognised 
in the concessions. But the delusion prevailed 
that the great exporting and importing firms 
were impregnable; that they could still con- 
trol the whole volume of commerce with the 
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Wegt; and Ihat no Japanese companies oould 
find means to oppose the weight of foreign 
capital, or to acquire the business methods ac- 
cording to which it was employed. Certainly 
the retail trade would go. But that signified 
little. The great firms would remain and 
multiply, and would increase their capacities. 



m 

During all this time of outward changes 
the real feeling between the races — the mu- 
tual dislike of Oriental and Occidental —had 
continued to grow. Of the nine or ten Eng- 
lish papers published in the open ports, the 
majority expressed, day after day, one side 
of this dislike, in the language of ridicule or 
contempt; and a powerful native press re- 
torted in kind, ¥rith dangerous effectiTeness. 
If the ^anti-Japanese" newspapers did not 
actually represent — as I bdicTe they did — 
an absolute majority in sentiment, they repre- 
sented at least the weight of foreign capital, 
and the preponderant influences of the settle- 
ments. The English ** pro-Japanese *^ news- 
papers, though conduote4 by shrewd meut 
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and distinguished by jonmalistio abilities of 
no oommon order, could not appease the pow« 
erful resentment provoked by the language 
of their contemporaries. The charges of bar- 
barism or immorality printed in English 
were promptly answered by the publication 
in Japanese dailies of the scandals of the 
open ports, — for all the millions of the em- 
pire to know. The race question was car- 
ried into Japanese politics by a strong anti- 
foreign league; the foreigpti concessions were 
openly denounced as hotbeds of vice; and 
the national anger became so formidable that 
only the most determined action on the part 
of the government could have prevented dis- 
astrous haiypenings. Nevertheless oil was still 
poured on the smothered fire by foreign ed- 
itors, who at the outbreak of the war with 
China openly took the part of China. This 
policy was pursued throughout the campaign. 
Reports of imaginary reverses were printed 
recklessly; undeniable victories were unjustly 
belittled; and after the war had been decided, 
the cxy was raised that the Japanese ^had 
been allowed to become dangerous." Later 
on, the interference of Rus^ was applauded* 
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and ibe sympathy of England condemned by 
men of English blood. The effect of such 
utterances at such a time was that of insult 
never to be forgiven upon a people who never 
forgive. Utterances of hate they were, but 
also utterances of aknn, — alarm excited by 
the signing of those new treatiest bringing 
all aliens under Japanese jurisdiction, — and 
fear, not ill-founded, of another anti-foreigpti 
agitation with the formidable new sense of 
national power behind it. Fremonitoiy symp« 
toms of such agitation were really apparent in 
a general tendency to insult or jeer at for- 
eigners, and in some rare but exemplary acts 
of violence. The government again found it 
necessary to issue proclamations and warnings 
against such demonstrations of national anger; 
and they ceased almost as quickly as they 
began. But there is no doubt that their ces- 
sation was due largely to recognition of the 
friendly attitude of England as a naval power, 
and the worth of her policy to Japan in a 
moment of danger to the world's peace. Eng- 
land, too, had first rendered treaty-revision 
possible, — in spite of the passionate outcries 
of her own subjects in the Far East; and the 
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leaden of the people were gratefoL CHher- 
wise the hatred between settlers and Japanese 
might have resulted qnite as badly as had 
been feared. 

In the beginning, of course, this mutual 
antagonism was racial, and therefore natu* 
ral; and the irrational violence of prejudice 
and malignify developed at a later day was 
inevitable with the ever-increasing conflict of 
interests. No foreigner really capable of es- 
timating the conditions could have seriously 
entertained any hope of a rapprochemient. 
The barriers of racial feeling, of emotional 
differentiation, of language, of manners and 
beliefs, are likely to remain insurmountable 
for centuries. Though instances of warm 
friendship, due to the mutual attraction of 
exceptional natures able to divine each other 
intuitively, might be cited, the foreigner, as a 
general rule, understands the Japanese quite 
as litde as the Japanese understands him. 
What is worse for the alien than miscompre- 
hension is the simple fact that he is in the 
position of an invader. Under no ordinary 
circumstances need he expect to be treated 

_ * 

a Japanese; and this not merely be- 
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erase he has more money at his command, 
hot beoanse of hia raoe* One prioe for the 
foreigner, another for the Japaneae, is the 
common regohttion, — except in those Japan* 
ese stores which depend ahnost ezdnsively 
npon foreigpti trade. If yon wish to enter a 
Japanese theatre, a fignre-show, any place of 
amnsement, or even an inn, yon must pay a 
▼irtnal tax upon yonr nationality. Japanese 
artisans, laborers, clerks, will not work for 
you at Japanese rates — unless they have some 
other object in view than wages. Japanese 
hotel-keepers — except in those hotels built 
and furnished especially for European or 
American travelers — will not make out your 
bill at regular prices. Large hotel-companies 
have been formed which maintain this rule, 
— companies controlling scores of establish- 
ments throughout the country, and aUe to 
dictate terms to local storekeepers and to the 
smaller hostelries. It has been generously 
con f essed that foreigners ought to pay higher 
than Japanese for accommodation, since they 
give more trouble; and this is true. But un* 
der even these facts race-feeling is manifest. 
Those innkeepers who build for Japanese cus« 
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torn only t in the great oentreB, care nothing for 
foreigpti CQBtom, and often lose by it, — partly 
because well-paying native guests do not like 
hotels patronized by foreigners, and partly 
because the Western guest wants all to him- 
self the room which can be rented more prof- 
itably to a Japanese party of five or eight. 
Another fact not generally understood in con- 
nection with this is that in Old Japan the 
question of recompense for service was left to 
honor. The Japanese innkeeper always sup- 
plied (and in the country often still supplies) 
food at scarcely more than cost; and his real 
profit depended upon the conscience of the cus- 
tomer. Hence the importance of the chadai^ 
or present of tea-money, to the hotel. From 
the poor a very small sum, from the rich a 
larger sum, was expected, — according to ser- 
vices rendered. In like manner the hired 
servant expected to be remunerated according 
to his master's ability to pay, even more than 
according to the value of the work done; the 
artist preferred, when working for a good 
patron, never to name a price: only the mer- 
chant tried to get the better of his customers 
by bargaining, — the immoral privilege of his 
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elass. It may be readfly imagined that the 
habit of tmstiiig to honor for payment pro- 
duced no good results in dealing with Occi- 
dentals. All matters of buying and selling 
we think of as ** business*'; and business in 
the West is not conducted under purely ab- 
stract ideas of morality, but at best under 
relative and partial ideas of morality. A 
generous man extremely dislikes to have the 
price of an article which he wants to buy left 
to his conscience; for, unless he knows exactly 
the value of the material and the worth of the 
labor, he feels obliged to make such over- 
payment as will assure him that he has done 
more than right; while the selfish man takes 
advantage of the situation to g^ve as nearly 
next to nothing as he can. Special rates have 
to be made, therefore, by the Japanese in all 
dealings with foreigners. But the dealing 
itself is made more or less agg^ressive, accord- 
ing to circumstance, because of race antago- 
nism. The foreigner has not only to pay higher 
rates for every kind of skilled labor; but must 
sign costlier leases, and submit to higher 
rents. Only the lowest class of Japanese ser- 
vants can be hired even at high wages by a 
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foreign houaeliold; and tbeir stay is nsually 
brief, as they dislike the serrioe required of 
them. Even the apparent eagerness of edu« 
cated Japanese to enter foreign employ is 
generally misunderstood; their veritable pur- 
pose being simply, in most cases, to fit them- 
selves for the same sort of work in Japanese 
business houses, stores, and hotels. The aver- 
age Japanese would prefer to work fifteen 
hours a day for one of his own countrymen 
than eight hoiurs a day for a foreigner pay- 
ing higher wages. I have seen graduates of 
the university working as servants; but they 
were working only to learn special things* 



IV 

Really the dullest foreigner could not have 
believed that a people of forty millions, uniting 
aU their energies to achieve absolute national 
independence, would remain content to leave 
the management of their country's import and 
export trade to aliens, — especially in view of 
fthe feeling in the open ports. The existence 
of foreign settlements in Japan, under consu- 
lar jurisdiction, was in itself a constant exas* 
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peration to natioiial pride, — an indioation of 
national weakness. It had so been proclaimed 
in print, — in speeches by members of the 
anti-foreign league, — in speeches made in 
parliament. But knowledge of the national 
desire to oontrol the whole of Japanese com- 
merce, and the periodical manifestations of 
hostility to foreigners as settlers, excited only 
temporaiy uneasiness. It was confidently as- 
serted that the Japanese could only injure 
themselves by any attempt to get rid of for- 
eign nq;otiators. Though alarmed at the 
prospect of being brought under Japanese 
law, the merchants of the concessions never 
imagined a successful attack upon large inter- 
ests possible, except by violation of that law 
itself. It signified little that the Nippon 
Yusen Kwaisha had become, during the war, 
one of the largest steamship companies in 
the world; that Japan was trading directly 
with India and China; that Japanese banking 
agencies were being established in the great 
manufacturing centres abroad; that Japanese 
merchants were sending their sons to Europe 
and America for a sound commercial educa- 
tion. Because Japanese lawyers were gain* 
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ing a large foreign dierUUe; because Japanese 
shipbuilders, architects, engineers had replaced 
foreigners in government service, it did not 
at all follow that the foreign agents control- 
ling the import and export trade with Europe 
and America could be dispensed with. The 
machinery of commerce would be useless in 
Japanese hands; and capacity for other pro- 
fessions by no means augured latent capacity 
for business. The foreign capital invested in 
Japan could not be successfully threatened by 
any combinations formed against it. Some 
Japanese houses might carry on a small im- 
port business; but the export trade requited 
a thorough knowledge of business conditions 
on the other side of the world, and such con- 
nections and credits as the Japanese could 
not obtain. Nevertheless the self-confidence 
of the foreign importers and exporters was 
rudely broken in July, 1895, when a British 
house having brought suit against a Japanese 
company in a Japanese court, for refusal to 
accept delivery of goods ordered, and having 
won a judgment for nearly thirty thousand 
dollars, suddenly found itself confronted and 
menaced by a guild whose power had never 
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been suspeeted. The Japanese firm did not 
appeal against the decision of the oooxt: it 
espressed itself ready to pay the whole sum 
at onoe — if required. But thegoild to whioh 
it belonged informed the triumphant plain- 
tiffs that a compromise would be to their ad- 
vantage. Then the English house disoovered 
itself threatened with a boycott which could 
utterly ruin it, — a boycott operating in all 
the industrial centres of the Empire. The 
compromise was promptly effected at consid- 
erable loss to the foreign firm; and the set- 
tlements were dismayed. There was much 
denunciation of the immorality of the pro- 
ceeding.^ But it was a proceeding against 
which the law could do nothing ; for boycot- 
ting cannot be satisfactorily dealt with under 
law; and it afforded proof positive that the 
Japanese were able to force foreign firms to 
submit to their dictation, — by foul means if 
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not by fair. Enormous guilds had been or- 
ganized by the great industries, — oombina- 
tions whose moves, perfectly regulated by tele* 
graph, could ruin opposition, and could set at 
defiance eren the judgment of tribunals. The 
Japanese had attempted boycotting in preri- 
ous years with so little success that they were 
deemed incapable of combination. But the 
new situation showed how well they had 
learned through defeat, and that with further 
improvement of organization they could rea- 
sonably expect to get the foreign trade under 
control, — if not into their own hands. It 
would be the next great step toward the real- 
isation of the national desire, — Japan only 
far the Japanese. Even though the country 
should be opened to foreign settlement, for- 
eign investments would always be at the 
mmey of Japanese combinations. 



The foregoing brief account of existing con 
ditions may suffice to prove the evolution in 
Japan of a social phenomenon of great sig- 
nifloanoe. Of oonrse the prospective opening 
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tt£ the oonntiy under new treaties, the rapid 
development of its industries, and the vast 
annual increase in the volume of trade with 
America and Europe, wiU probably bring 
about some increase of foreign settlers; and 
this temporary result might deceive many as 
to the inevitable drift of things. But old 
merchants of experience even now declare 
that the probable further expansion of the 
ports will really mean the growth of a native 
competitive commerce that must eventually 
dislodge foreign merchants. The foreign 
settlements, as communities, will disappear: 
there will remain only some few great agen- 
cies, such as exist in all the chief ports of 
the civilised world; and the abandoned streets 
of the concessions, and the costly foreign 
houses on the heights, will be peopled and 
tenanted by Japanese. Large foreign invest- 
ments will not be made in the interior. And 
even Christian mission -work must be left 
to native missionaries; for just as Buddhism 
never took definite form in Japan until the 
teaching of its doctrines was left entirely to 
Japanese priests, — so Christianity will never 
take any fixed shape till it has been so i#* 
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modeled as to harmonuse with the emotional 
and social life of the race. Even thus remod« 
eled it can scarcely hope to exist except in 
the form of a few small sects. 

The social phenomenon exhibited can be 
best explained by a simile. In many ways a 
human society may be compared biologically 
with an individual organism. Foreign ele* 
ments introduced forcibly into the system of 
either, and impossible to assimilate, set up 
irritations and partial disintegration, until 
eliminated naturally or removed artificially. 
Japan is strengthening herself through elimi- 
nation of disturbing elements; and this nat- 
ural process is symbolized in the resolve to 
regain possession of all the concessions, to 
bring about the abolishment of consular ju- 
risdiction, to leave nothing under foreign con- 
trol within the Empire. It is also manifested 
in the dismissal of foreign employ^, in the 
resistance offered by Japanese congregations 
to the authority of foreign missionaries, and 
in the resolute boycotting of foreign mer- 
chants. And behind all this race-movement 
there is more than race-feeling: there is also 
the definite conviction that foreign help is 
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proof of national feebleness, and that the Em- 
pire remains disgraced before the eyes of the 
commercial world, so long as its import and 
export trade are managed by aliens. Several 
krge Japanese firms have quite emancipated 
themselYCS from the domination of foreign 
middlemen; large trade with India and China 
is being carried on by Japanese steamship 
companies; and communication with the 
Southern States of America is soon to be es- 
tablished by the Nippon Ynsen Kwaisha, for 
the direct importation of cotton. But the 
foreign settlements remain constant sources of 
irritation ; and their commercial conquest by 
untiring national effort will alone satisfy the 
country, and will prove, even better than the 
war with China, Japan^s real place among 
nations. That conquest, I think, will cer* 
tainly be achieved. 



VI 

What of the future of Japan? No one can 
venture any positive prediction on the assump- 
tion that existing tendencies will continue far 
into that future. Not to dwell upon the grim 
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probabilities of war, or the possibility of suoh 
internal disorder as might compel indefinite 
suspension of the oonstitation, and lead to 
a military dictatorship, — a resurrected Sho- 
g^nate in modem uniform, — great changes 
there will assuredly be, both for better and for 
worse. Supposing these changes normal, how* 
ever, one may venture some qualified predic- 
tions, based upon the reasonable supposition 
that the race wiU continue, through rapidly 
alternating periods of action and reaction, to 
assimilate its new-found knowledge with the 
best relative consequences. 



Physically, I think, the Japanese wiU be* 
come before the close of the next century 
much superior to what they now are. For 
such belief there are three good reasons. The 
first is that the systematic military and gym- 
nastic training of the able-bodied youth of 
the Empire ought in a few generations to 
produce results as marked as those of the 
military system in Germany, — increase in 
stature, in average girth of chest, in muscu- 
lar development. Another reason is that the 
Japanese of the cities are taking to a richei 
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diet, — a flesh diet ; and that a more na* 
tritiTa food must haye phyriologioal results 
ta,rcfring growth. Tmmense niunbers of little 
restaurants are everywhere springing up, in 
which ** Western Cooking" is furnished al- 
most as cheaply as Japanese food. Thirdly, 
the delay of marriage necessitated by educa- 
tion and by military service must result in the 
production of finer and finer generations of 
children. As immature marriages become 
the exception rather than the rule, children 
of feeble constitution will correspondingly di- 
minish in number. At present the extraor- 
dinary differences of stature noticeable in any 
Japanese crowd seem to prove that the race 
is capable of great physical development under 
a severer social discipline. 

Moral improvement is hardly to be expected 
—rather the reverse. The old moral ideals 
of Japan were at least quite as noble as our 
own; and men could really live up to them 
in the quiet benevolent times of patriarchal 
government. Untruthfulness, dishonesty, and 
brutal crime were rarer than now, as offi- 
cial statistics show; the percentage of crime 
having been for some years steadily on the in* 
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eiease — which proves of ooone, among other 
thingB, that the struggle for ezistenoe has heen 
intensified. The old standard of chastity, as 
represented in public opinion, was that of a 
less developed society than onr own ; yet I do 
not believe it can be truthfully asserted that 
the moral conditions were worse than with us. 
In one respect they were certainly better; for 
the virtue of Japanese wives was generally in 
all ages above suspicion.^ If the morals of 

1 Hm rt rn tw a w t htm 1m«b mad* Uial then b no wwd for 
efaoidtj fai ibo Jmpmamm loifoogo. Thli b trao ia tbo 
MUM Mmo only thol wo mi^ht wj thoio b no wofd for 
ohiHty in tlio Kngliih langoogo, — bteoiwo oaoh wotdo of 
DOttOft viitaOi poniji onootity ooto doob odopttd nto Sb|^ 
Ibh ironi oUmt liofiiigoi. Opon amy good Jopomm Fnf 
Ibh diotioBory oad you will find many wotdo for ohootity. 
Josi ■■ h woold bo fkBoolooo to dmy thot tho word '*dioo* 
thy^'brnodon Et^lbh* booooM it oomo to oo tbroogb tbo 
KoBobfiom ibo LotiB, w It b xldkaloni to doay tbol CU* 
BMO monl tmnii odopttd Into ibo Joponeoo tongno morf 
tban • tboonad yann ago, mn Japaneaa to-day. Hio atato* 
nant, liba a majoiity of mbrionaiy ■tatamonta on tbaaa aab* 
Jooti, b otborwbo mbloadiog ; for tbo reader b loft to Snfor 
ibo abaanoo of an adjootivo aa wall aa a noon, — and tbo 
pofoly Japaneaa ncUaothoa «gnifyiig obaata are nanorona. 
Tba word moet oommonly nnd opplba to botb aaiaa,<— and 
baa tba old Japaneaa eeneo of ten, atriet, loabtbg, bonor- 
Tba doBobney of abatnet tanaa In a laqgnago by na 
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men were much more open to reproach, it U 
not necessary to cite Lecky for eyidence as 
to whether a much better state of things pre- 
yaals in the Occident* Early marriages were 
encooraged to guard young men from temp- 
tations to irregukr life; and it is only fair to 
soppose that in a majority of cases this result 
was obtained. Concubinage, the privilege of 
the rich, had its evil side; but it had also the 
effect of relieving the wife from the physical 
strain of rearing many children in rapid suc- 
cession. The social conditions were so differ- 
ent from those which Western religion assumes 
to be the best possible, that an impartial judg- 
ment of them cannot be ecclesiastical. One 
fact is indisputable, — that they were unfa- 
vorable to professional vice; and in many of 
the larger fortified towns, — the seats of 
princes, — no houses of prostitution were suf- 
fered to exist. When all things are fairly 
considered, it will be found that Old Japan 
might daim, in spite of her patriarchal sys- 
tem, to have been less open to reproach even 

umstm impliM tiM dsfidmiey of o ubowU moial ideM,^» 
laoi wUoh hM bMB Talbly poinlad ooi to 
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in the matter of sexual morality than many a 
Western country. The people were better 
than their laws asked them to be. And now 
that the relations of the sexes are to be regu- 
lated by new codes, — at a time when new 
codes are really needed, — the changes which 
it is desirable to bring about cannot result in 
immediate good. Sudden reforms are not 
made by legislation. Laws cannot directly 
create sentiment; and real social progress can 
be made only through change of ethical feeling 
developed by long discipline and training. 
Meanwhile increasing pressure of population 
and increasing competition must tend, while 
quickening intelligenoe, to harden character 
and develop selfishness. 

Intellectually there will doubtless be great 
progress, but not a progress so rapid as those 
who think that Japan has really transformed 
herself in thirty years would have us believe. 
However widely diffused among the people, 
scientific education cannot immediately raise 
the average of practical intelligence to the 
Western level. The common capacity must 
remain lower for generations. There will 
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be plenty of remarkable exceptions, indeed; 
and a new ariatocraoy of intellect is coming 
into existence. But the real fatnre of the 
nation depends rather upon the general capa- 
city of the many than upon the exceptional 
capacity of the few* Perhaps it depends es- 
pecially upon the development of the math- 
ematical faculty, which is being ererywhere 
assiduously cultivated. At present this is the 
weak point; hosts of students being yearly 
debarred from the more important classes of 
higher study through inability to pass in math- 
ematics. At the Imperial naval and military 
colleges, however, such results have been ob- 
tained as suffice to show that this weakness 
will eventually be remedied. The most diffi- 
cult branches of scientific study will become 
less formidable to the children of those who 
have been able to distinguish themselves in 
such branches* 

In other respects, some temporary retro- 
gression is to be looked for. Just so certainly 
as Japan has attempted that which is above 
the normal limit of her powers, so certainly 
must she fall back to that limit, — or, rather, 
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below it. Such retrogression will be natural 
as well as necessary: it will mean nothing 
more than a recuperative preparation for 
stronger and loftier efforts. Signs of it are 
even now visible in the working of certain 
state-departments, — notably in that of edu* 
cation. The idea of forcing npon Oriental 
students a course of study above the average 
capacity of Western students; the idea of 
making English the language, or at least one 
of the languages of the country; and the idea 
of changing ancestral modes of feeling and 
thinking for the better by such training, were 
wild extravagances. Japan must develop her 
own soul: she cannot borrow another. A 
dear friend whose life has been devoted to 
philology once said to me while commenting 
upon the deterioration of manners among the 
students of Japan: ^ TFAy, the English lan^ 
ffuage itseff has been a demoralizing if^flu^ 
ence / " There was much depth in that obser- 
vation. Setting the whole Japanese nation 
to study English (the language of a people 
who are being forever preached to about their 
^rights,'' and never about their ^duties'*) 
was almost an imprudence. The policy was 
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too wholesale aa well aa too aodden. It in- 
Yolved great waate of maaej and time, and it 
helped to aap ethical icntiiiieDU In the fntare 
Japan will learn Engliah, jnat aa England 
learns German. Bat if this sto^ has heen 
wasted in scMne directions, it has not heen 
wasted in others* The inflnenoe of English 
has effected modifications in the natire tongne, 
making it richer, more fleziUe, and more ca- 
pable of expressing the new forms of thoo^t 
created bj the disooreries of modem science. 
This inflnence must long ccmtinne. There 
will be a connderable absorption of English 

— perhaps also of French and German words 

— into Japanese: indeed this absorption is 
already marlrf^ in the ^h f^p ^g speech of the 
edncated rlanncifl], not less than in the collo* 
qnial of tiie ports which is mixed with cnrions 
modifications of foreign commercial words. 
Fnrthermore, the grammatical stmctore of 
Japanese is being inflnenced; and though I 
cannot agree with a dexgyman who lately 
dechtfed that tiie nse of the passive TOtce by 
TokyS street-nrehins announcing the fall of 
Port Arthur — {^Rycjunko ga aenryo sera" 
reta / '0 — represented the working of *^ divine 
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providence," I do think it afforded some proof 
that the Japanese language, assimilative like 
the genius of the race, is showing capacity 
to meet all demands made upon it by the new 
conditions. 

Perhaps Japan will remember her foreign 
teachers more kindly in the twentieth century. 
But she will never feel toward the Occident, 
as she felt toward China before the Meiji era, 
the reverential respect due by ancient custom 
to a beloved instructor; for the wisdom of 
China was volimtarily sought, while that of 
the West was thrust upon her by violence. 
She will have some Christian sects of her own ; 
but she will not remember our American and 
English missionaries as she remembers even 
now those great Chinese priests who once 
educated her youth. And she will not pre- 
serve relics of our sojourn, carefully wrapped 
in septuple coverings of silk, and packed away 
in dainty whitewood boxes, because we had 
no new lesson of beauly to teach her, — no* 
thing by which to appeal to her emotions. 



IX 

BT rOBCE OF KABMA 

'TlitlMeof tbAbdorad and tlit faooof ihm iImb nm 
•anaot b« lodktd att** — JiqMMie Prcmrb, 



Modern science assures ns that the passion 
of first love, so far as the individual may be 
concerned, is ^absolutely antecedent to all 
relative experience whatever."^ In other 
words, that which might well seem to be the 
most strictly personal of all feelings, is not an 
individual matter at all. Philosophy disoov- 
ered the same fact long ago, and never theo* 
rized more attractively than when trying to 
explain the mystery of the passion. Science, 
so far, has severely limited itself to a few sug^ 
gestions on the subject. This seems a pity, 
because the metaphysicians could at no time 
give properly detailed explanations, — whether 

1 UubntSfmon.Prime^pUi^Ptgtkologgt "ThtFtti 
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teacUng that the first sight of the beloyed 
quickens in the soul of the loTer some dor* 
mant prenatal remembrance of divine truth, 
or that the illusion is made by spirits un- 
born seeking incarnation* But science and 
philosophy both agree as to one all-important 
fact, — that the lovers themselves have no 
choice, that they are merely the subjects 
of an influence. Science is even tiie more 
positive on this point: it states quite plainly 
that the dead, not the living, are responsible. 
There would seem to be some sort of ghostly 
remembrance in first loves. It is true that 
science, unlike Buddhism, does not declare 
that under particular conditions we may bqpn 
to recollect our former Hves. That psychol- 
ogy which is based upon physiology even de- 
nies the possibility of memory-inheritance in 
this individual sense. But it allows that some- 
thing more powerful, though more indefinite, 
is inherited, — the sum of ancestral memories 
incalculable, — the sum of countless billions 
of trillions of experiences. Thus can it inter- 
pret our most enigmatical sensations, — our 
conflicting impulses, — our strangest intni- 
t\cns; all those seemingly irrational attrao* 
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tions or lepnlsionfl, — all those vagne sad* 
nesaes or joys, never to be aoeoimted for by 
iDdividual experience. But it has not yet 
found leisore to disooorse much to us about 
first love, — although first love, in its relation 
to the world invisible, b the very weirdest of 
all human feelings, and the most mysterious. 

In our Occident the riddle runs thus. To 
the growing youth, whose life is normal and 
vigorous, there comes a sort of atavistic period 
in which he begins to feel for the feebler sex 
that primitive contempt created 1^ mere con- 
sciousness of physical superiority. But it is 
just at the time when the society of girls has 
grown least interesting to him that he sud- 
denly becomes insane. There crosses his life* 
path a maiden never seen before, — but little 
different from other daughters of men, — not 
at all wonderful to common vision. At the 
same instant, with a single surging shock, the 
blood rushes to his heart; and all his senses 
are bewitched. Thereafter, till the madness 
ends, his life belongs wholly to that new-found 
being, of whom he yet knows nothing, ez« 
eept that the sun's light seems more beautiful 
when it touches her. From that glamour no 
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mortal sdoDoe can disenthrall him. But wlioae 
the witchcraft? Is it any power in the lining 
idol? No, psychology tells ns that it is the 
power of the dead within the idolater. The 
dead oast the spell. Theirs the shock in the 
lover's heart; theirs the electric shiver that 
tingled through his veins at the first touch of 
one girl's hand. 

But why they should want Aar, rather than 
any other, is the deeper part of the riddle. 
The solution oilered by the great Gtonnan 
pessimist will not harmonise well with scien- 
tific psychology. The choice of ibe dead, 
evolutionally considered, would be a choice 
based upon remembrance rather than on pre- 
science. And the enigpna is not cheerfuL 

There is, indeed, the romantic possibilily 
that they want her because there survives in 
her, as in some composite photograph, the 
suggestion of each and all who loved them in 
the past. But there is the possibility also 
that they want her because there reappears in 
her something of the multitudinous charm of 
all the women they loved in vain. 

Assuming the more nightmarish theory, 
we should believe that passion, though buried 
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agmin and again, can neither die nor rest. 
Tliey wlio Iiave vainly Wed only seem to die; 
they really live on in generations of hearts, 
that their desire may be fulfilled. They wait, 
perhaps through eenturies, for the reincarna- 
tion of shapes beloved, — forever weaving 
into the dreams of yonth their vapory com- 
posite of memories. Hence the ideals unat- 
tainable, — the hannting of troabled souls by 
the Woman-never-to-be-known. 

In the Far East thoughts are otherwise; 
and what I am about to write concerns the 
interpretation of the Lord Buddha. 



A priest died recently under very peculiar 
drcumstances. He was the priest of a tem- 
ple, belonging to one of the older Buddhist 
sects, in a village near Osaka. (You can see 
that temple from the Kwan-Setsu Bailway, as 
you go by train to Kyoto.) 

He was young, earnest, and extremely 
handsome — very much too handsome for a 
priest, the women said. He looked like one 
of those beautiful figures of Amida made by 
the great Buddhist statuaries of other days. 
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The men of his parish thought hun a pure 
and learned priest, in which they were right. 
The women did not think about his virtue or 
hiB learning only: he possessed the unfortu- 
nate power to attract them, independently of 
his own will, as a mere man. He was ad- 
mired by them, and even by women of other 
parishes also, in ways not holy; and their 
admiration interfered with his studies and 
disturbed his meditations. They found irre- 
proachable pretexts for visiting the temple 
at all hours, just to look at him and talk to 
him; asking questions which it was his duty 
to answer, and making religious o£Ferings 
which he could not well refuse. Some would 
ask questions, not of a religious kind, that 
caused him to blush. He was by nature too 
gentle to protect himself by severe speech, 
even when forward girls from the city said 
tilings that country-girls never would have 
said, — things that made him tell the speakers 
to leave his presence. And the more he 
shrank from the admiration of the timid, or 
the adulation of the unabashed, the more the 
persecution increased, till it became the tor- 
ment of hiM life.^ 

' Aeton in Japtto oflMi tscroiM ft rimilar fttdnitW 
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His parents liad long been dead; he liad no 
worldly ties : he loved only his calling, and the 
studies belonging to it; and he did not wish 
to think of foolish and forbidden things. His 
extraordinary beauty — the beauty of a Uving 
idol — was only a misfortune* Wealth was 
offered him under conditions that he could 
not even discuss. Girls threw themselves 
at his feet, and prayed him in vain to love 
them. Love-letters were constantly being sent 
to him, letters which never brought a reply. 
Some were written in that classical enigmatic 
style which speaks of **the Bock-Pillow of 
Meeting,'' and **waves on the shadow of a 
face,*' and ** streams that part to reunite." 
Others were artless and frankly tender, full of 
the pathos of a girl's first oonfessiou of love. 

For a long time such letters left the young 
priest as unmoved, to outward appearance, as 
any image of that Buddha in whose likeness 
he seemed to have been made. But, as a 
matter of fact, he was not a Buddha, but only 
a weak man; and his position was trying. 

vpoB — oriUy gills of th« low«r eUwai, and oftMi taikt 
«nMl AdTttatag* of Um poww ao gaiaad. It ia vary latalyy 
Uaad, tbat aaali faaainalion aaa ba aiartad by a priaat 
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One eveniDg there came to the temple a 
litde boy who gave him a letter, whispered 
the name of the sender, and ran away in the 
dark. According to the subsequent testimony 
of an acolyte, the priest read the letter, re- 
stored it to its envelope, and placed it on the 
matting, beside his kneeling cnshion. After 
remaining motionless for a long time, as if 
buried in thought, he sought his writing-box, 
wrote a letter himself, addressed it to hb 
spiritual superior, and left it upon the writing- 
stand. Then he consulted the clock, and a 
railway time-table in Japanese. The hour 
was early; the night windy and dark. He 
prostrated himself for a moment in prayer 
before the altar; then hurried out into the 
blackness, and reached the railway ezactfy 
in time to kneel down in the middle of the 
track, facing the roar and rush of the express 
from Kob^. And, in another moment, those 
who had worshiped the strange beauty of the 
man would have shrieked to see, even by lan- 
tern-light, all that remained of his poor earth- 
liness, smearing the iron way. 

The letter written to his superior was found. 
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It contaiiied a bare statement to the effect that, 
feeling hie spiritnal strength departing from 
him, he had resolved to die in order that he 
might not sin. 

The other letter was still lying where he 
had left it on the floor, — a letter written in 
that woman-langnage of which eveiy syUable 
is a little caress of humility* Like all such 
letters (they are never sent through the post) 
it contained no date, no name, no initial, and 
its envelope bore no address. Into onr in- 
comparably harsher English speech it might 
be imperfectly rendered as follows: — 

To take muh freedom may he to aemnne 
overmifcft / yet I fed that I muet epeak to 
you, and thertfore eend tkU letter. Aafor 
my lowly eAf I have to eay only that when 
first seeing you in the period <f the JPeeH* 
vol qf the .Further Shore^ Ihegan to think; 
and that since then J have notf even for a 
moment^ been able to forget. More and more 
each day leink into that ever^-groumg thought 
qf you; and when I deep I dream; and 
when^ awaking and seeing you not^ Iremem^ 
ler there was no truth m my thoughts qf this 



164 BY FORCE OF KARMA 

nighty lean do nothing hut toeep. Forgive 
me that^ having been bom into this world a 
woman^ I shmdd utter my wish for the exceed* 
ing favor of being found not hateful to one 
BO high. Foolish and without ddicacy I may 
seem in allowing my heart to be thus tortured 
by the thought of one eofar above me. But 
only because knowing that I cannot restrain 
my hearty out of the depth of it I have suf* 
fared these poor words to eome^ that I may 
write them with my unskillful br%ish^ and send 
them to you. I pray that you will deem me 
worthy of pity / / beseech that you wUl not 
send me cruel words in return. Compassion'' 
ate me, seeing that this is but the ooea/fiauh 
ing of my humble feelings; deign to divine 
and justly tojudge^ — be it only with the least 
of kindlinesSf — this heart that^ in its great 
distress alonSy so ventures to address you. 
Bach moment I shall hope and wait for some 
gladdening answer. 

Concerning all things fortunatSt fdi^ta* 
Hon. 

To-day^ — 
from the honorably^hnown^ 
to the longedfor^ bdoved^ august cme, 
this letter goes. 
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m 

I called npon a Japanese friend, a Bud- 
dhist soholar, to ask some questions about the 
religious aspects of the incident. Even as a 
confession of human weakness, that suicide 
appeared to me a heroism. 

It did not so appear to my friend. He 
spoke words of rebuke. He reminded me 
that one who even suggested suicide as a 
means of escape from sin had been pronounced 
by the Buddha a spiritual outcast, — unfit to 
live with holy men. Ab for the dead priest, 
he had been one of those whom the Teacher 
called fools. Only a fool could imagine that 
by destroying his own body he was destroying 
also within himself the sources of sin. 

''But,'' I protested, ""this man's life was 
pure. • • . Suppose he sought death that he 
ought not, unwittingly, cause others to com* 
mitsin?" 

My friend smiled ironically. Then he 
said: — 

''There was once a lady of J^fmn, nobly 
Wm and very beautiful, who wanted to be« 
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oome a niin. She went to a oertam templev 
and made her wish known. But tiie high- 
priest said to her, * You are still very young. 
You have lived the life of courts. To the 
eyes of worldly men you are beautiful; and, 
because of your face, temptations to return to 
the pleasures of the world will be devised for 
you. Also this wish of yours may be due to 
some m(mientaiy sorrow. Therefore, I can* 
not now consent to your request.' But she 
still pleaded so earnestly, that he deemed it 
best to leave her abruptly. There was a large 
Mbaehi — a brazier of glowing charooal —in 
the room where she found herself alone. She 
heated the iron tongs of the braiier till they 
were red, and with them horribly pierced and 
seamed her face, destroying her beauty for- 
ever. Then the priest, alarmed by tiie smeU 
of the burning, returned in haste, and was 
vexy much grieved by what he saw. But she 
pleaded again, without any trembling in her 
voice: * Because I was beautiful, you refused 
to take me. Will you take me now?* She was 
accepted into the Order, and became a holy 
nun. • . . Well, which was the wiser, that 
woman, or the priest you wanted to praise? 



f» 
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^Bnt was it the duty of the priest,** I 
tsked, ''to disfiguie his face? ** 

''Certainly not I Even the woman's actioif 
would have heen very unworthy if done only 
as a protection against temptation. Self -mu- 
tilation of any sort is forbidden by the law of 
Buddha; and she transgressed. But as she 
burned her face only that she might be able 
to enter at onoe upon the Path, and not be- 
cause afraid of being unable by her own will 
to resist sin, her fault was a minor fault. On 
the other hand, the priest who took his own 
life committed a very great offense. He 
should have tried to convert those who tempted 
him. This he was too weak to do. If he 
felt it impossible to keep from sinniug as a 
priest, then it would have been better for him 
to return to the world, and there tty to fol- 
low the law for such as do not bekng to the 
Order.*' 

"According to Buddhism, therefore, he has 
obtained no merit? ** I queried. 

"It is not ea^ to imagine that he has. 
Only by those ignorant of the Law can Ids 
action be commended.** 

"And by those knowing the Law, what will 
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be thought of the results, the kaima of 
act?" 

My friend mused a litde; then he said, 
thoughtfully : — 

^The whole truth of that suicide we cannot 
fully know. Perhaps it was not the first 
time/* 

^'Do you mean that in some former life 
also he may have tried to esca]>e from sin by 
destroying his own body?" 

^ Yes. Or in many former lives.** 

** Wbat of his future lives? '* 

*'Only a Buddha oould answer that with 
certain knowledge.** 

''But what is the teaching? ** 

''You forget that it is not possible for us to 
know what was in the mind of that man.** 

"Suppose that he sought death only to es- 
cape from sinning? ** 

"Then he will have to face the like tempta- 
tion again and again, and all the sorrow of it, 
and all the pain, even for a thousand times a 
thousand times, until he shall have learned to 
master himself. There is no escape through 
death from the supreme necessity of self -con- 
quest.** 
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After parting with my friend, his words 
continned to haunt me; and they haunt me 
still. They forced new thoughts about some 
theories hazarded in the first part of this 
paper. I have not yet been able to assure 
myself that his weird interpretation of the 
amatory mystery is any less worthy of consid- 
eration than our Western interpretations. I 
have been wondering whether the loves that 
lead to death might not mean much more than 
the ghostly hunger of buried passions. Might 
they not signify also the inevitable penalty of 
long-forgotten sins? 



A OONSEBTATiyB 
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Hb was bom in a city of the interior, the 
seat of a daimyS of three hundred thonsand 
koko, where no foreigner had ever been. Hie 
yashiki of his father, a samurai of high rank, 
stood within the outer fortifications surround- 
ing the prince's castle. It was a spacious 
yashiki; and behind it and around it were 
landscape gardens, one of which contained 
a small shrine of the god of armies. Forty 
years ago there were many such homes. To 
artist eyes the few stiU remaining seem like 
fairy palaces, and their gardens like dreams 
of the Buddhist paradise. 

But sons of samurai were severely disci- 
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plined in those days; and the one of whom I 
write had little time for dreaming. The pe- 
riod of eareflfles was made painfully brief for 
him. Even before he was invested with his 
first hahama^ or troosers, — a great ceremony 
in that epoch, — he was weaned as far as 
possible from tender influence, and taught to 
check the natural impulses of childish afEec- 
tion. Little comrades would ask him mock- 
mgly, ^^Do you still need milk?*' if they saw 
him walking out with his mother, although 
he might love her in the house as demonstra* 
tively as he pleased, during the hours he could 
pass by her side. These were not many. All 
inactive pleasures were severely restricted by 
his discipline; and even comforts, except dur- 
ing illness, were not allowed him. Almost 
from the time he could speak he was enjoined 
to consider duty the guiding motive of life, 
self-control the first requisite of conduct, pain 
and death matters of no consequence in the 
selfibsh sense. 

There was a grimmer side to this Spartan 
discipline, designed to cultivate a cold stern- 
ness never to be relaxed during youth, except 
in the screened intimaqr ^ ^ home. The 
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boys were inured to sights of blood. Thej 
were taken to witness executions; they were 
expected to display no emotion; and they 
were obliged, on their return home, to quell 
any secret feeling of horror by eating plenti- 
fully of rice tinted blood-color by an admix- 
ture of salted plum juice. Even more difficult 
things might be demanded of a very young 
boy, — to go alone at midnight to the execu- 
tion-ground, for example, and bring back a 
head in proof of courage. For the fear of 
the dead was held not less contemptible in a 
samurai than the fear of man. The samurai 
child was pledged to fear nothing. In all 
such tests, the demeanor exacted was perfect 
impassiveness; any swaggering would have 
been judged quite as harshly as any sign of 
cowardice. 

As a boy grew up, he was obliged to find 
his pleasures chiefly in those bodily exercises 
which were the samurai's early and constant 
preparations for war, — archery and riding, 
wrestling and fencing. Playmates were found 
for him; but these were older youths, sons 
of retainers, chosen for ability to assist him 
in the practice of martial exeroiaes. It was 
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fheir dntj alao to teach him how to swim, to 
handle a boat, to develop his yoong mnades. 
Between snch physical training and the stady 
of the Chinese classics the greater part of 
each day was divided for him. His diet, 
thoogh ample, was never dainty; his doihing, 
except in time of great ceremony, was light 
and ooaise; and he was not allowed the use 
of fire merely to warm.himself. While study- 
ing of winter mornings, if his hands became 
too cold to use the writing brush, he would 
be ordered to plunge them into icy water to 
restore the circulation; and if his feet were 
numbed by frost, he would be told to run 
about in the snow to make them warm. Still 
more rigid was his training in the special eti- 
quette of the military dass; and he was early 
made to know that the little sword in his gir- 
dle was neither an ornament nor a plaything. 
He was shown how to use it, how to take his 
own life at a moment's notice, without shrink- 
ing, whenever the code of lus dass might so 
order.^ 

1 **!• Art iMllytiM bMd of tov d^OTt** • priaM 
one* atkad of • nanni boy only mvob youi old. The 
thUd a* 0000 loaliiid the litortioB. Tbo liwUy-oovwid 
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Also in the matter of religion, the training 
of a samurai boy was peculiar. He was edu- 
cated to revere the ancient gods and the spirits 
of his ancestors; he was well schooled in the 
Chinese ethics ; and he was taught something 
of Buddhist philosophy and faith. But he 
was likewise taught that hope of heaven and 
fear of heU were for the ignorant only; and 
that the superior man should be influenced in 
his conduct by nothing more selfish than the 
love of right for its own sake, and the recog- 
nition of duty as a universal law. 

Gradually, as the period of boyhood ripened 
into youth, his conduct was less subjected to 
supervision. He was left more and more free 
to act upon his own judgment, — but with 
full knowledge that a mistake would not be 
forgotten; that a serious offense would never 
be fully condoned; and that a well-merited 



bMd wt befoM Um waa not bk futUr't: the diialyS had 
b— a daetWad, but fnrthar daeeptioo wm niotiry. SoUm 
lad, aftw l»TiBfl^ aalatad tlia haad wiA arwy algn of !•▼• 
•vtatial ftiaf , auddanly ent out Ui own bovalft AH tha 
priaaa*a donbla ranialiad bafora that bloody proof of SUal 
platj; tbo ootlowod father waa able to mako good bia 
oaeapa; and tfao mamory of tha ohOd laatOl hoMvad la 
JsfSMia dmaa aad po a tij. 
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feprunand was more to be dreaded than death. 
On the other hand, there were few moral dan- 
gers against whioh to goard him. Professional 
▼ice was then strictly banished from many of 
the provincial castle-towns; and even so much 
of the non-moral side of life as might have 
been reflected in popular romance and drama, 
a yonng samurai could know little about* He 
was taught to despise that common literature 
appealing either to the softer emotions or &e 
passions, as essentially unmanly reading; and 
the public theatre was forbidden to his dass.^ 
Thus, in that innocent provincial life of Old 
Japan, a young samurai might grow up ex* 
oeptionally pure-minded and simple-hearted. 



So grew up the young samurai concern* 
ing whom these things are written, — fearless, 



1 Sflimini woBMB, in mom prorlaoM aft ImmI, Muld go to 
tht pabHo tfaiMtio. Tho amb oonld ooi, — wltlumt eommii- 
tiqf • Vtoicb of good moimm. But in Munnni homM, 
«r witUa tho giouida of tlio tobUU, mibio prWato pcr- 
lomioaow of •putiaiilar dimotor won giTon. SCtoUing 
plojofB won tht porformon. I know wtoioI ehansiiig old 
■hhokn wlio hoTo norer Imod to o pablie tliootn in their 
Utm, and nf on oU ioTitotioni to witnen • porf ormaooo. 
IWt >tiU olioy tlio rnlM of khifSat Munnni odnootion. 
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oouiteouB, self-denying, despising pleasnie, 
and ready at an instant's notice to give bis 
life for love, loyaltyt or honor. But though 
already a warrior in frame and spirit, he was 
in years scarcely more than a boy when the 
country was first startled by the coming of 
the Black Ships. 



The policy of lyemitsu, forbidding any 
Japanese to leave the country under pain of 
death, had left the nation for two hundred 
years ignorant of the outer world. About the 
colossal forces gathering beyond seas nothing 
was known. The long existence of the Dutch 
settlement at Nagasaki had in no wise enlight- 
ened Japan as to her true position, — an Ori- 
ental feudalism of the sixteenth century men- 
aced by a Western world three centuries older. 
Accounts of the real wonders of that world 
would have sounded to Japanese ears like 
stories invented to please children, or have 
been classed with ancient tales of the fabled 
palaces of Horai. The advent of the Ameri- 
can fleet, ^^the Black Ships,** as they were 
then called, first awakened the government 
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to some knowledge of its own weakness, and 
of danger from afar. 

National excitement at the news of the sec- 
ond coming of the Black Ships was foUowed 
by consternation at the discoveiy that the 
Sh(>gunate confessed its inability to cope with 
the foreign powers. This could mean only a 
peril greater than that of the Tartar invasion 
in the days of H5jo Tokimim^, when the 
people had prayed to the gods for help, and 
the Emperor himself, at Is^, had besought 
the spirits of his fathers. Those prayers had 
been answered by sadden darkness, a sea of 
thunder, and the coming of that mighty wind 
still called JTami-ibas^ — ''the Wind of the 
Qods," by which the fleets of Kublai Khan 
were given to the abyss. Why should not 
prayers now also be made? They were, in 
countless homes and at thousands of shrines. 
But the Superior Ones gave this time no an- 
swer; the Kami-kaz^ did not come. And the 
samurai boy, praying vainly before the little 
shrine of Haohiman in his father's garden, 
wondered if the gods had lost their power, or 
if the people of the Black Ships were under 
the protection of stronger gods. 
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It soon became evident that the foreign 
^barbariana*' were not to be driven away. 
Hundreds had come, from the East as well as 
from the West; and all possible measures for 
their protection had been taken; and they 
had built queer cities of their own upon Jap- 
anese soil. The government had even com- 
manded that Western knowledge was to be 
taught in all schools ; that the study of Eng- 
lish was to be made an important branch of 
public education; and that public education 
itself was to be remodeled upon Occidental 
lines. The government had also declared 
that the future of the country would depend 
upon the study and mastery of the languages 
and the science of the foreigners. During the 
interval, then, between such study and its suc- 
cessful results, Japan would ])ractically remain 
under alien domination. The fact was not, 
indeed, publicly stated in so many words; but 
the signification of the policy was unmistaka- 
ble. After the first violent emotions provoked 
by knowledge of the situation, — after die 
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great dismay of the people, and the Buppressed 
foxy of the samurai, — there arose an intense 
onriosity regarding the appearance and char- 
acter of those insolent strangers who had been 
able to obtain what they wanted by mere dis- 
play of superior force. This general curiosity 
was partly satisfied by an immense production 
and distribution of cheap colored prints, pic- 
turing the manner and customs of the barba- 
rians, and the extraordinary streets of their 
settlements. Caricatures only those flaring 
wood -prints could have seemed to foreign 
eyes. But caricature was not the conscious 
object of the artist. He tried to portray for^ 
eigners as he really saw them; and he saw 
them as green-eyed monsters, with red hair 
like Shojo,^ and with noses like Tengn,' 
wearing clothes of absurd forms and colors; 
and dwelling in structures like storehouses or 
prisons. Sold by hundreds of thousands 
throughout the interior, these prints must 
have created many uncanny ideas. Yet as 

> AplA nytlifllogkal Uii^ with nd liair, daligM^la 
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attempts to depict the nnfamiliftr they wen 
only innooeiit. One should be able to stody 
those old drawings in order to comprehend 
jnst how we appeared to the Japanese of that 
era; how ugly, how grotesque, how ridiculous. 

The young samurai of the town soon had 
the experience of seeing a real Western for- 
eigner, a teacher hired for them by the prince. 
He was an Englishman. He came under the 
protection of an armed escort; and orders 
were given to treat him as a person of dis- 
tinction. He did not seem quite so ugly as 
the foreigners in the Japanese printe : his hair 
was red, indeed, and his eyes of a strange 
color; but his face was not disagreeable. He 
at once became, and long remained, the sub- 
ject of tireless observation. How closely his 
every act was watched could never be guessed 
by any one ignorant of the queer supersti- 
tions of the pre-Meiji era concerning our- 
selves. Although recognized as intelligent 
and formidable creatures, Occidtatals were 
not generally r^arded as quite human; they 
were thought of as more closely allied to ani- 
mals than to mankind. They had hairy bodice 
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of qaeer shape; their teeth were different from 
those of men; their internal organs were also 
peculiar; and their moral ideas those of gob- 
lins. The timidity which foreigners then in- 
spired, not, indeed, to the samurai, but to 
the oommon people, was not a physical, but 
a superstitious fear. Even the Japanese peas- 
ant has never been a ooward. But to know 
his feelings in that time toward foreigners, 
one must also know something of the ancient 
beliefs, oommon to both Japan and China, 
about animals gifted with supernatural powers, 
and capable of assuming human form; about 
the existence of races half -human and half- 
superhuman; and about the mythical beings of 
the old picture-books, — goblins long-legged 
and long-armed and bearded (ashinaga and 
tenagd% whether depicted by the illustrators 
of weird stories or comically treated by the 
brush of Hokusai. Beally the aspect of the 
new strangers seemed to afford confirma- 
tion of the fables related by a certain Chi- 
nese Herodotus; and the clothing they wore 
might seem to have been devised for the pur- 
pose of hiding what would prove them not 
human. So the new English teacher, bliss* 
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fully ignorant of the fact, was studied sur* 
reptitiously, just as one might study a curi- 
ous animal I Nevertheless, from his students 
he experienced only courtesy: they treated 
him by that Chinese code which ordains that 
^even the shadow of a teacher must not be 
trodden on/' In any event it would have 
mattered little to samurai students whether 
their teacher were perfectly human or not, so 
long as he could teach. The hero Yoshitsunj 
had been taught the art of the sword by a 
Tengu. Beings not human had proved them- 
selves scholars and poets.^ But behind the 
never-lifted mask of delicate courtesy, the 

^ Tb«n b • l«fead that when Toryokoi % grMt poet, who 
was the teoohcr of Sngiwara-no-Bliehisan^ (now deified ee 
Tenjin), wae onee peering the Gate caUed Ra-j$-iiioo, of the 
£mperor*i palaee at Kyoto, he leeited aloud thii eiagla 
▼ene whSeh he had Jnet eo mp oee d : — - 

Inimedialelj a deep nwwking Toioa froa the gateway con* 
tiaaed the poem, thoe : — 

cid 



TorySko looked, hat there wae ao oae to he eeea. Reeehiag 
hoBM, he told hii popO ahoat the aaatter, aad lepeated the 
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Btranger*8 habits were minutely noted; and 
the ultimate judgment, based upon the com- 
parison of such observation, was not altogether 
flattering. The teacher himself could never 
have imagined the comments made upon him 
l^ his two-sworded pupils; nor would it have 
increased his peace of mind, while overlook- 
ing compositions in the class-room, to have 
understood their conversation : -^ 

^^See the color of his flesh, how soft it is I 
To take off his head with a single blow would 
be very easy." 

Once he was induced to try their mode 
of wrestling, just for fun, he supposed. But 
they really wanted to take his physical meas- 
ure. He was not very highly estimated as an 
athlete. 

** Strong arms he certainly has,*' one said. 
^Bnt he does not know how to use his body 
while using his arms; and his loins are very 
weak. To break his back would not be 
cult." 



two oonporftionBi 8i^waia-ao-IOeliii«i4 pniMd th* mo- 
ond one, tayiBS • '"" 
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**I think/' said another, **that it would be 
easy to fight with foreigners." 

" With swords it would be very easy/* re- 
sponded a third; *^but they are more skilful 
than we in the use of guns and cannon." 

''We can learn all that/' said the first 
speaker. ''When we have learned Western 
militaxy matters, we need not care for West- 
em soldiers." 

"Foreigners/' obsenred another, "are not 
hardy like we are. They soon tire, and they 
fear cold. All winter our teacher must have 
a great fire in his room. To stay there five 
minutes gives me the headache/* 

But for all that, the lads were kind to their 
teacher, and made him love them. 



IV 

Changes came as great earthquakes come, 
without warning: the transformation of dai* 
myates into prefectures, the suppression of the 
militaxy class, the reconstruction of the whole 
social system. These events filled the youth 
with sadness, although he felt no difficullry 
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in transferring his allegiance from prince to 
emperor, and although the wealth of his family 
remained unimpaired by the shock. All this 
reoonstmetion told him of the greatness of the 
national danger, and announced the certain 
disappearance of the old high ideals, and of 
nearly all things loved. But he knew regret 
was vain. By self -transformation alone could 
the nation hope to save its independence; and 
the obvious duty of the patriot was to recog- 
nise necessity, and fitly prepare himself to 
play the man in the drama of the future. 

In the samurai school he had learned much 
English, and he knew himself able to converse 
with Englishmen. He cut his long hair, put 
away his swords, and went to Yokohama that 
he might continue his study of the language 
under more favorable conditions. At Yoko- 
hama everytliing at first seemed to him both 
unfamiliar and repellent. Even the Japanese 
of the port had been changed by foreign con- 
tact: they were rude and rough; they acted 
and spoke as common people would not have 
dared to do in his nadve town. The foreign- 
ers themselves impressed him still more dis- 
agreeably: it was the period when new settlers 
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ooiild assume the tone of oonqnerors to the 
oonquered, and when the life of the **open 
ports'* was mnch less decorous than now* 
The new bmldings of briok or staoooed timber 
reviyed for him unpleasant memories of the 
Japanese colored pictures of foreign manners 
and customs ; and he could not quicklj banish 
the fancies of his boyhood concerning Occi- 
dentals. Reason, based on larger knowledge 
and experience, fully assured him what they 
really were; but to his emotional life the in- 
timate sense of their kindred humanity still 
failed to come. Race-feeling is older than 
intellectual development; and the supersti- 
tions attaching to race-feeling are not easy to 
get rid of. His soldier-spirit, too, was stirred 
at times by ugly things heard or seen, — in- 
cidents that filled him with the hot impulse 
of his fathers to avenge a cowardice or to 
redress a wrong. But he learned to conquer 
his repulsions as obstacles to knowledge: it 
was the patriot's duty to study calmly the 
nature of his country's foes. He trained him- 
self at last to observe the new life about him 
without prejudice, — its merits not less than 
its defects; its strength not less ihan its 
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weakness. He found kindness; he found de- 
votion to ideals, — ideals not his own, but 
which he knew how to respect because they 
ezaeted, like the religion of his ancestors, 
abnegation of many things. 

Through such appreciation he learned to 
like and to trust an aged missionary entirely 
absorbed in the work of educating and prosely- 
tizing. The old man was especially anxious 
to convert this young samurai, in whom apti- 
tudes of no common order were discernible; 
and he spared no pains to win the boy's 
confidence. He aided him in many ways, 
taught him something of French and German, 
of Greek and Latin, and placed entirely at 
his disposal a private libraiy of considerable 
extent. The use of a foreign library, in- 
cluding works of history, philosophy, travel, 
and fiction, was not a privilege then easy for 
Japanese students to obtain. It was grate- 
fully appreciated ; and the owner of the libraiy 
found no difficulty at a later day in persuad- 
ing his &vored and favorite pupil to read a 
part all the New Testament. The youth ex- 
pressed surprise at finding among the doctrines 
•f the ''Evil Sect '* ethical precepts like those 
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of G>iifaoiiifl. To the old miasioiiazy he nid: 
^^Thia teaching is not new to ns; but it is 
certainly veiy good. I shall study the book 
and think about it." 



The study and the thinking were to lead 
the young man much further than he had 
thought possible. After the recognition of 
Christianity as a great religion came recog- 
nitions of another order, and various imag- 
inings about the civilization of the races 
professing Christianity. It then seemed to 
many reflective Japanese, possibly even to the 
keen minds directing the national policy, that 
Japan was doomed to pass altogether under 
alien rule. There was hope, indeed; and while 
even the ghost of hope remained, the Axxtj for 
all was plain. But the power that could be 
used against the Empire was irresistible. And 
studying the enormity of that power, the 
young Oriental could not but ask himself* 
with a wonder approaching awe, whence and 
kow it had been gained. Could it, as his aged 
tMcher averred, have some occsult relation to a 
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higher zeligion? Certainly the ancient Chinese 
philosophy, which declared the prosperity of 
peoples proportionate to their observance of 
^lftfft«ftl law and their obedience to the teach- 
ing of sages, countenanced such a theory. 
And if the superior force of Western civilly 
tion really indicated the superior character 
of Western ethics, was it not the plain duty 
of every patriot to follow that higher faith, 
and to strive for die conversion of the whole 
nation? A youth of that era, educated in 
Chinese wisdom, and necessarily ignorant of 
the histoiy of social evolution in the West, 
could never have imagined that the veiy high- 
est forms of material progress were developed 
chiefly through a merciless competition out of 
all harmony with Christian idealism, and at 
variance with every great system of ethics. 
Even to-day in the West unthinking millions 
imagine some divine connection between mili- 
tary power and Christian belief; and utter^ 
ances are made in our pulpits implying divine 
justification for political robberies, and heav- 
enly inspiration for the invention of high ex- 
plosives. There still survives among us the 
superstition that races professing Christianity 
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are diyinelj destined to rob or exterminate 
races holding other beliefs. Some men ooca- 
sionaUy express their conviction that we still 
worship Thor and Odin, — the only difference 
being that Odin has become a mathematician, 
and that the Hanmier Mjolnir is now worked 
by steam. But such persons are declared by 
the missionaries to be aUieists and men of 
shameless lives. 

Be this as it may, a time came when the 
young samurai resolved to proclaim himself a 
Christian, despite the opposition of his kin- 
dred. It was a bold step; but his early train- 
ing had given him firmness; and he was not to 
be moved from his decision even by the sorrow 
of his parents. His rejection of the ancestral 
faith would signify more than temporary pain 
for him: it would mean disinheritance, the 
contempt of old comrades, loss of rank, and 
all the consequences of bitter poverty. But 
his samurai training had taught him to despise 
self. He saw what he believed to be his duty 
as a patriot and as a truthseeker; and he fol- 
lowed it without fear or regret. 
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Those who hope to sabstitute their own 
Western ereed in the room of one which thej 
wreck by the aid of knowledge borrowed from 
modem soieno), do not imagine that the ar« 
gmnents nsed against the ancient faith can 
be used with equal force against the new. 
Unable himself to reach the higher levels of 
modem thooght, the average missionary can- 
not foresee the result of his small teaching of 
science upon an Oriental mind naturally more 
powerful than his own. He is therefore as- 
tonished and shocked to discover that the more 
intelligent his pupil, the briefer the term of 
that pupil's Christianity. To destroy per- 
sonal faith in a fine mind previously satisfied 
with Buddhist cosmogony, because innocent 
of scienoe, is not extremely difficult. But to 
substitute, in the same mind. Western reli- 
gious emotions for Oriental, Presbyterian or 
Baptist dogmatisms for Chinese and Buddhist 
ethics, is not possible. The psychological 
difficulties in the way are never recognised by 
our modem evangelists. In former ages. 



192 A CONSERVATIVE 

when the faith of the Jesuits and the frian 
was not less superstitious than the faith they 
strove to supphmt, the same deep-ljring obsta- 
cles existed; and the Spanish priest, even 
while accomplishing manrels by Us immense 
sincerity and fiery zeal, must have felt that 
to fully realize his dream he would need the 
sword of the Spanish soldier. To-day the 
conditions are far less favorable for any work 
of conversion than they ever were in the six- 
teenth century. Education has been secular- 
ized and remodeled upon a scientific basis; 
our religions are being changed into mere 
social recognitions of ethical necessities; the 
functions of our clergy are being gradually 
transformed into those of a moral police; and 
the multitude of our church-spires proves no 
increase of our faith, but only the larger 
growth of our respect for conventions. Never 
can the conventions of the Occident become 
those of the Far East; and never will foreign 
missionaries be suffered in Japan to take 
the role of a police of morals. Already the 
most liberal of our churches, those of broadest 
culture, begin to recognize the vanity of mis- 
sions. But it is not necessary to drop old 
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dogmatifliiis in order to peroeive the truth: 
thorough education should be enough to reveal 
it; and the most educated of nations, Ger- 
many, sends no missionaries to work in the 
interior of Japan. A result of missionary 
efforts, much more significant than the indis- 
pensable yearly report of new conversions, has 
been the reorganisation of the native religions, 
and a recent government mandate insisting 
upcm the higher education of the native priest- 
hoods. Indeed, long before this mandate the 
wealthier sects had established Buddhist 
schools on the Western plan; and the ShinshS 
could already boast of its scholars, educated 
in Paris or at Oxford, — men whose names 
are known to Sanscritists the world over. 
Certainly Japan will need higher forms of 
faith than her medieval ones; but these must 
be themselves evolved from the ancient forms, 
— from within, never from without. A Bud- 
dhism strongly fortified by Western science 
will meet the future needs of the race. 

The young convert at Yokohami^ proved a 
noteworthy example of missionary failures. 
Within a few years after having sacrificed a 
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fortune in order to become a Clirutian, — or 
rather the member of a foreign religious sect, 
— he publicly renounced the creed accepted 
at such a cost. He had studied and compre* 
hended the great minds of the age better than 
his religious teachers, who could no longer 
respond to the questions he propounded, ex- 
cept by the assurance that books of which 
they had recommended him to study parts 
were dangerous to faith as wholes. But as 
they oould not prove the fallacies aUeged to 
exist in such books, their warnings availed 
nothing. He had been converted to dogma* 
tism by imperfect reasoning; by larger and 
deeper reasoning he found his way beyond 
dogmatism. He passed from the church after 
an open declaration that its tenets were not 
based upon true reason or fact; and that he 
felt himself obliged to accept the opinions of 
men whom his teachers had called the enemies 
of Christianity. There was great scandal at 
his ''reUpse.'* 

The real ^^relapse " was yet far away. Un- 
like many with a similar experience, he knew 
that the religious question had only receded 
for him, and that all he had learned was 
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•eavody more than die alphabet of what re* 
mained to learn. He had not lost belief in 
the relatiye yalne of creeds, — in the worth of 
religion as a oonserving and restraining force. 
A distorted perception of one truth — the 
tmth of a relation subsisting between civili- 
Bitiont and their religions — had first deluded 
him into the path that led to his conver* 
sion. Chinese philosophy had taught him 
that which modem sociology recognizes in the 
law that societies without priesthoods have 
never developed; and Buddhism had taught 
him that even delusions — the parables, 
forms, and symbols presented as actualities 
to humble minds — have their value and 
their justification in aiding the development 
of human goodness. From such a point of 
view, Christianity had lost none of its interest 
for him; and though doubting what his teacher 
had told him about the superior morality of 
Christian nations, not at all illustrated in the 
life of the open ports, he desired to see for 
himself the influence of religion upon morals 
in the Occident; to visit European countries 
and to study the causes of their development 
and the reason of dieir power. 
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This he set ont to do sooner than he had 
purposed. That intellectaal quickening which 
had made him a doubter in religious matters 
had made him also a freethinker in politics. 
He brought down upon himself the wrath of 
the government by public expressions of 
opinion antagonistic to the policy of the hour; 
and, like others equally imprudent under the 
stimulus of new ideas, he was obliged to leaye 
the country. Thus began for him a series of 
wanderings destined to cany him round the 
world. Korea first afforded him a refuge; 
then China, where he lived as a teacher; and 
at last he found himself on board a steamer 
bound for Marseilles. He had little money; 
but he did not ask himself how he was going 
to live in Europe. Young, tall, athletic, fru- 
gal and inured to hardship, he felt sure of 
himself; and he had letters to men abroad 
who could smooth his way. 

But long years were to pass before he could 
see his native land again. 
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During those yean he saw Western ciyiliza- 
tion as few Japanese ever saw it; for he wan- 
dered through Europe and America, living in 
many cities, and toiling in many capacities, 
— sometimes with his brain, oftener with his 
hands, — and so was able to study the highest 
and the lowest, the best and the worst of the 
life about him. But he saw with the eyes of 
the Far East; and the ways of his judgments 
were not as our ways. For even as the Occi- 
dent regards the Far East, so does the Far 
East regard the Occident, — only with this dif- 
ference: that what each most esteems in itself 
is least likely to be esteemed by the other. 
And both are partly right and partly wrong; 
and there never has been, and never can be, 
perfect mutual comprehension. 

Larger than all anticipation the West ap- 
peared to him, — a world of giants; and that 
which depresses even the boldest Occidental 
who finds himself, without means or friends, 
alone in a great city, must often have de- 
pressed the Oriental exile: that vague uneasi- 
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nes8 aronsed by the sense of being inyisibk to 
hurrying millions; by the oeaseleis roar of 
traffic drowning voioes; by monstrosities of 
architecture without a soul; by the dynamic 
display of wealth forcing mind and hand, 
as mere cheap machinery, to the uttermost 
limits of the possible. Perhaps he saw such 
cities as Dor^ saw London: sullen majesty 
of arched glooms, and granite deeps opening 
into granite deeps beyond range of vision, 
and mountains of masonry with seas of la- 
bor in turmoil at their base, and monumental 
spaces displaying the grimness of ordered 
power slow-gathering through centuries. Of 
beauty there was nothing to make appeal to 
him between those endless cliffs of stone which 
walled out the sunrise and the sunset, the sky 
and the wind. All that which draws us to 
great cities repelled or oppressed him; even 
luminous Paris soon filled him with weari- 
ness. It was the first foreign city in which he 
made a long sojourn. French art, as reflect- 
ing the nsthetic thought of the most gifted 
of European races, surprised him much, but 
charmed him not at all. What surprised him 
especially were its studies of the nude, in 
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wbich lie reoognued only an open eonf esrion 
of the one human weakness which, next to 
disloyaltir or oowaidice, his stoical training 
had taught him to most despise. Modem 
French literature gaTC him other reasons for 
astonishment. He oould litde comprehend 
the amaaing art of the story-teller; the worth 
of the workmanship in itself was not visible 
to him; and if he could have been made to 
understand it as a European understands, he 
would have remained none the less convinced 
that such application of genius to production 
signified social depravity. And gradually, in 
the luxurious life of the capital itself, he 
found proof for the belief suggested to him 
by the art and the literature of the period. 
He visited the pleasure-resorts, the theatres, 
the opera; he saw with the eyes of an ascetic 
and a soldier, and wondered why the Western 
conception of the worth of life di£Eered so 
litde from the Far-Eastern conception of ioVtj 
and of effeminacy. He saw fashionable balls, 
and exposures de rigueur intolerable to the 
Far-Eastern sense of modesty, — artistically 
calculated to suggest what would cause a Jap- 
anese woman to die of shame; and he won- 
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deied at oriticisniB he had heard about the 
natural, modest, healthy half -nudity of Jap- 
anese toiling under a summer sun. He saw 
cathedrals and churches in vast number, and 
near to them the palaces of vice, and iestab- 
lishments enriched by the stealthy sale of 
artistic obscenities. He listened to sermons 
by great preachers; and he heard blasphemies 
against all faith and love by priest - haters. 
He saw the circles of wealth, and the circles 
of poverty, and the abysses underlying both. 
The ** restraining influence*' of religion he 
did not see. That world had no faith. It 
was a world of mockeiy and masquerade and 
pleasure-seeking selfishness, ruled not by re* 
ligion, but by police ; a world into which it 
were not good that a man should be bom. 

England, more sombre, more imposing, 
more formidable, furnished him with other 
problems to consider. He studied her wealth, 
forever growing, and the nightmares of squalor 
forever multiplying in the shadow of it. He 
saw the vast ports gorged with the riches of 
a hundred lands, mostly plunder; and knew 
the English still like their forefathers, a race 
of prey ; and thought of the fate of her mil- 
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lions if she should find herself for even a 
sbgle month unable to compel other races to 
feed them. He saw the harlotry and drunk- 
enness that make night hideous in the world's 
greatest city; and he marveled at the conven- 
tional hypocrisy that pretends not to see, and 
at the religion that utters thanks for existing 
conditions, and at the ignorance that sends 
missionaries where they are not needed, and 
at the enormous charities that help disease 
and vice to propagate their kind. He saw 
also the declaration of a great Englishman' 
who had traveled in many countries that ono 

^ ** Altfaoagh w% ha,Tt progr— ed Tiady btyond Um nvift 
■tete in iateUeetiud wMivmtBmlti^ w« hs?* not adTiiiMd 
•qoaUy ia morali. . . . It !■ not too mueh to ny that 
tbt warn of oar popnlalioDi hsf* not at aU adTaaood bo- 
yond tlia nvaga eoda of monlsy and hava ia maoy caaaa 
Mmk below it A daflriaat morality !■ Um gnat Uot of 
Bodani oiTilintioiL . . . Ow wholo aooial and monl dr- 
ffiiarinn ramaiat ia a aUta of barliariani. . • . Wa aia tlia 
xiehaat eo uair y ia tlia world ; aad yot aaaily ona twaatiatk 
of our population aia pariah panpan, and ona tliirtiotli 
kaowB erimiaala. Add to theae tha erimiaala who aaeapa 
dataetion, and tha poor who Uto maialy or partly oa priYata 
aharity (whieh, aoeotdiag to Dr. Hawkaalay, a^p aa da aaran 
BiiUioiia atarling anaoaUy ia London alona), aad wa may ba 
aore that mora than on txmtb of oar popolatioa ara acta* 
•Dy Faapan aad CMadaahi** — ALntsD Rowbl Wa&lagk 
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tentb of the population of England were pro* 
fessional criminals or paupers. And this in 
spite of the myriads of churches, and the in- 
comparable multiplication of laws I Certainly 
English civilization showed less than any 
other the pretended power of that religion 
which he had been taught to believe the inspi- 
ration of progress. English streets told him 
another story: there were no such sights to 
be seen in the streets of Buddhist cities. No : 
this civilization signified a perpetual wicked 
struggle between the simple and the cunning, 
the feeble and the strong; force and craft 
combining to thrust weakness into a yawning 
and visible hell. Never in Japan had there 
been even the sick dream of such conditions. 
Yet the merely material and intellectual re- 
sults of those conditions he coidd not but con- 
fess to be astonishing; and though he saw 
evil beyond all he coidd have imagined possi- 
ble, he also saw much good, among both poor 
and rich. The stupendous riddle of it all, the 
countless contradictions, were«above his powers 
of interpretation. 

He liked the English people better than the 
people of other countries he had visited; and 
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the mannen of the English gentry impressed 
him as not unlike those of the Japanese sa- 
mnrai. Behind their formal coldness he could 
discern immense capacities of friendship and 
endoring kindness, — kindness he experienced 
more than once ; the depth of emotional power 
rarely wasted; and the high courage that 
had won the dominion of half a world. But 
ere he left England for America, to study a 
still vaster field of human achievement, mere 
differences of nationality had ceased to inter- 
est him: they were blurred out of visibility 
in his growing perception of Occidental civ* 
ilisition as one amasing whole, everywhere 
displaying — whether through imperial, mon* 
archical, or democratic forms — the working 
of the like merciless necessities with the like 
astounding results, and everywhere based on 
ideas totaUy the reverse of Far-Eastern ideas. 
Such civilization he could estimate only as 
one having no single emotion in harmony with 
it, — as one finding nothing to love while 
dwelling in its midst, and nothing to regret 
in the hour of leaving it forever. It was as 
fiur away from his soul as the life of another 
planet under another sun. But he could un« 
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dentand its cost in terms of Hmnan pain, feel 
the menace of its weight, and divine the pro- 
digious range of its intellectual power. And 
he hated it, — hated its tremendous and per- 
fectly calculated mechanism ; hated its utili- 
tarian stability; hated its oonventions, its 
greed, its blind cruelty, its huge hypoorisy, 
the foulness of its want and the insolence of 
its wealth. Morally, it was monstrous; con- 
ventionally, it was brutal. Depths of degra- 
dation unfathomable it had shown him, but 
no ideals equal to the ideals of his youth. It 
was aU one g^at wolfish struggle; — and 
that so much real goodness as he had found in 
it could exist, seemed to him scarcely less 
than miraculous. The real sublimities of the 
Occident were intellectual only; far steep cold 
heights of pure knowledge, below whose per- 
petual snow-line emotional ideals die. Surely 
the old Japanese civilization of benevolence 
and duty was incomparably better in its com- 
prehension of happiness, in its moral ambi- 
tions, its larger faith, its joyous courage, its 
simplicity and unselfishness, its sobriety and 
contentment. Western superiority was noi 
It lay in forces of intellect developed 
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thiongh mdtexmg inoalonlable, and used for 
the destraofcioii of the weak by the atrong. 

And* nerertheleaa, that Western acienoe 
whose logic he knew to be irrefutable asaoied 
him of the larger and larger expansion of the 
power of that oivilizationi as of an irresistible, 
inentaUe, measureless inundation of world- 
pain. Japan would have to learn the new 
f onus of motion, to master the new forms of 
thought, or to perish utterly. There was no 
other alternative. And then the doubt of all 
doubts came to him, the question which all 
the sages have had to face: Is the univerae 
monUf To that question Buddhism had given 
the deepest answer. 

But whether moral or immoral the cosmic 
process, as measured by infinitesimal human 
emotion, one conviction remained with him 
that no logic could impair: the certainly tliat 
man should pursue the highest moral ideal 
with all his power to the unknown end, 
even though the suns in their courses should 
fight against him. The necessities of Japan 
would oblige her to master foreign science, to 
adopt mudi from the material civilisation of 
her enemies; but the same necessities could 
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not compel her to cast bodily away her ideas 
of right and wrong, of duty and of honor. 
Slowly a purpose shaped itself in his mind, — 
a purpose which was to make him in after 
years a leader and a teacher: to strive with 
all his strength for the conservation of all 
that was best in the ancient life, and to fear- 
lessly oppose further introduction of anything 
not essential to national self-preservation, or 
helpful to national self-development. Fail 
he well might, and without shame; but he 
could hope at least to save something of worth 
from the drift of wreckage. The wasteful- 
ness of Western life had impressed him more 
than its greed of pleasure and its capacity for 
pain: in the clean poverty of his own land 
he saw strength; in her unselfish thrift, the 
sole chance of competing with the Occident. 
Foreign civilization had taught him to under- 
stand, as he could never otherwise have un- 
derstood, the worth and the beauty of his own; 
and he longed for the hour of permission to 
refeum to the oonntiy of his birth. 
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It was througli the transparent darkness of 
a doudless April morning, a little before 
sonrise, that he saw again the mountains of 
his native land* — far lofty sharpening sierrast 
towering violet-black out of the circle of an 
inky sea. Behind the steamer which was 
bearing him back frmn exile the horiaon was 
slowly filling with rosy flame. There were 
some foreigners already on deokt eager to 
obtain the first and fairest view of Fuji from 
the Pacific; — for the first sight of Fuji at 
dawn is not to be forgotten in this life or the 
next. They watched the loog prooession of 
die ranges, and looked over the jagged loom- 
ing into the deep night, where stars were 
faintly burning still, — and they could not see 
Fuji. ^Ahr' laughed an officer they ques- 
tioned, ^you are looking too lowl higher up 
— much higherl '' Then they looked up, up, 
up into the heart of the sky, and saw the 
mighty summit pinkening like a wondrous 
phantom lotos-bud in the flush of the coming 
day: a spectacle that smote them dumb. 
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Swiftly tlie eternal snow yellowed into gold, 
then whitened as the sun reached out beams 
to it over the curve of the world, over the 
shadowy ranges, over the veiy stars, it seemed ; 
for the giant base remained viewless. And 
the night fled utterly; and soft blue light 
bathed all the hollow heaven; and colors 
awoke from sleep; — and before the gaxers 
there opened the luminous bay of Yokohama^ 
with the sacred peak, its base ever invisiblCf 
hanging above aU like a snowy ghost in the 
arch of the infinite day. 

Still in the wanderer*s ears the words rang, 
^Ahl you are looking too lowt — higher uf 
— muc& higher /^^ — making vague rhythm 
with an immense, irresistible" emotion swell- 
ing at his heart. Then everything dimmed: 
he saw neither Fuji above, nor the near* 
ing hills below, changing their vapory blue 
to green; nor the crowding of the ships iv 
the bay; nor anything of the modem Japan; 
he saw the Old. The land-wind, delicately 
scented with odors of spring, rushed to him, 
touched his blood, and startled from long« 
closed cells of memory the shades of aU thai 
he had once abandoned and striven to forget 
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He BEW the faoes of Ub dead: lie knew their 
Toices oyer the graves of the years. Again 
he was a very little boy in his father's ya- 
shiki, wandering from luminous room to room, 
playing in sunned spaces where leaf -shadows 
trembled on the matting, or gazing into the 
soft green dreamy peace of the landscape 
garden. Once more he felt the light touch 
of his mother's hand guiding his little steps 
to the place of morning worship, before the 
household shrine, before the tablets of the 
ancestors; and the lips of the man murmured 
again, with sudden new-found meaning, the 
simpb prayer of the child* 



XI 

IN THB TWnJOHT OF THB GOD6 

**Do yon know anything about josses?** 

"Josses? " 

"Tes; idols, Japanese idols, — josses/* 

"Something/* I answered, "but not vexy 
much/* 

"Well, come and look at my collection, 
won*t you? I*ye been collecting josses for 
twenty years, and I *ve got some worth seeiug. 
They 're not for sale, though, — except to the 
British Museum/* 

I followed the curio dealer through the 
bric-a-brac of his shop, and across a paved 
yard into an unusually large go^lown/ Like 
all go-downs it was dark; I could Imrely dis- 
cern a stairway sloping up through gloom. 
He paused at tlie foot. 

^ A nam* giTtn to Snpvoof ttoraboiUM in the open pofti 
of Um Far Eaat TIm wotd k domed from tho Malay 
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^* You 'U be able to see better in a moment,^ 
he said. ^*I had this place built ezpreaaly for 
them; but now it is aoaroelj big enough. 
They're all in the seoond story. Go right 
up; only be careful, — the steps are bad." 

I dimbed, and reached a sort of gloaming, 
under a very high roof, and found myself &oe 
to face with the gods. 

In the dusk of the great go-down the spec- 
tacle was more than weird: it was appari- 
tionaL Arhats and Buddhas and Bodhisatt- 
vas, and the shapes of a mythology older than 
they, filled all the shadowy space; not ranked 
by hierarchies, as in a temple, but mingled 
without order, as in a silent panic. Out of 
the wilderness of multiple heads and broken 
aureoles and hands uplifted in menace or in 
prayer, — a shimmering confusion of dusty 
gold half lighted by cobwebbed air-holea in 
the heavy walls, — I could at first discern lit- 
tle; then, as the dimness cleared, I began to 
distinguish personalities. I saw Kwannon, of 
many fonns; Jis5, of many names; Shakat 
Yakushi, Amida, the Buddhas and their dis- 
ciples. They were very old; and their art 
was not all of Japan, nor of any one place or 
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time: there were shapes from Korea, Chma, 
India, — treasures brought oyer sea in the 
rich days of the early Buddhist missions. 
Some were seated upon lotos^flowers, the lotos- 
flowers of the Apparitional Birth. Some 
rode leopards, tigers, lions, or monsters mys- 
tioal,— typifying lightning, typifying deattu 
One, triple-headed and many-handed, sinister 
and splendid, seemed moving through the 
gloom on a throne of gold, uplifted by a pha- 
lanx of elephants. Fudo I saw, shrouded and 
shrined in fire, and Maya-Fujin, riding her 
celestial peacock; and strangely mingling with 
these Buddhist visions, as in the anachronism 
of a Limbo, armored efiBgies of daimyo and 
images of the Chinese sages. There were 
huge forms of wrath, grasping thunderbolts, 
and rising to the roof; the Deva-ldngs, like 
impersonations of hurricane power; theNi-0, 
guardians of long-vanished temple gates. 
Also there were forms voluptuously feminine; 
the light grace of the limbs folded within their 
lotos-cups, the suppleness of the fingers num- 
bering the numbers of the Good Law, were 
ideals possibly inspired in some foigotten time 
by the charm of an Indian dancing-girL 
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Sbehred against the naked brickwork above, 
I oould peroeiye multitudes of lesser shapes: 
demon figures with eyes that burned through 
the dark like the eyes of a black cat, and fig- 
ures half man, half bird, winged and beaked 
like eagles, — the Tengu of Japanese fancy. 

**Well?" queried the curio dealer, with a 
chuckle of satisfaction at my evident surprise. 

^ It is a very great collection," I responded. 

He clapped his hand on my shoulder, and 
ezdaimed triumphantly in my ear, **Cost me 
fifty thousand dollars.'' 

But the images themselves told me how 
much more was their cost to forgotten piety, 
notwithstanding the cheapness of artistic labor 
in the East. Also they told me of the dead 
millions whose pilgrim feet had worn hollow 
the steps leading to their shrines, of the bur- 
ied mothers who used to suspend little baby- 
dresses before their altars, of the generations 
of children taught to murmur prayers to them, 
of the countless sorrows and hopes confided to 
them. Ghosts of the worship of centuries had 
followed them into erile; a thin, sweet odor 
of incense haunted the dusty place. 

""What would you call thai?'' asked the 
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voice of the curio dealer. **I Ve been told 
it '% the best of the lot." 

He pointed to a figure resting upon a triple 
golden lotos, — Avalokitesvara : she ^ who 
looketh down above the sound of prayer.*' . . • 
StorrM and hate give way to her name. Fire 
is quenched hy her name. Demcne vanieh at 
the sound of her name. By her name one 
may stand firm in the sky^ like a sun. . . • 
The delicacy of the limbs, the tenderness of 
the smile, were dreams of the Indian para« 
disc. 

**It is a Kwannon/' I made reply, ^and 
veiy beautiful." 

**Somebody will have to pay me a veiy 
beautiful price for it," he said, with a shrewd 
wink. ^^It cost me enough I As a rule, 
though, I get these things pretty cheap. 
There are few people who care to buy them, 
and they have to be sold privately, you know: 
that gives me an advantage. See thai joss in 
the comer, — the big black fellow? What 
is it? " 

''EmmeinTiso," I answered, — ''Jiso, the 
giver of long life. It must be very old." 

**Well," he said, again taking me by the 
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shoulder, ^^the man from whom I got that 
piece was pat in prison for selling it to me." 

Then he burst into a hearty laugh, -^ 
whether at the recollection of his own dever- 
ness in the transaction, or at the unfortunate 
simplicity of the person who had sold the 
statue contrary to law, I could not decide. 

** Afterwards," he resumed, **they wanted 
to get it back again, and offered me more 
than I had given for it. But I held on. I 
don*t know everything about josses, but I do 
know what they are worth. There is n*t an- 
other idol like that in the whole country. 
The British Museum will be glad to get it." 

^ When do you intend to offer the coUection 
to the British Museum? " I presumed to ask. 

"^ Well, I first want to get up a show," 
he replied. **There 's money to be made by 
a show of josses in London. London people 
never saw anything like this in their lives. 
Then the church folks help that sort of a 
show, if you manage them properly: it adver- 
tises the missions. * Heathen idols from 
Japanl* . . . How do you like the baby?" 

I was looking at a small gold-colored image 
of a naked child, standing, one tiny hand 
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pointing npward, and the other downward, — 
representing the Buddha newly bom. SparJ> 
ling with light he came from the wombf as 
when the Sun first rises in the east. . • • Up- 
right he took deliberately seven steps ; and the 
prints of his feet upon the ground remained 
burning as seven stars. And he spdhe wi£h 
clearest utterance^ saying^ ** This birth is a 
Buddha birth. Be-hirth is not for me. Only 
this last time am I bom for the salvation of 
all on earth and in heaven.** 

''That is wliat they call a Tanjo-Shaka,*' I 
said. ^It looks like bronse/* 

''Bronze it is/' he responded, tapping it 
with his knuckles to nuike the metal ring. 
"The bronze alone is worth more than the 
price I paid." 

I looked at the four Devas whose heads 
almost touched the roof , and thought of the 
story of their apparition told in the Maha- 
vagga. On a beautifd night the Four Great 
JKings entered the holy grove^ filing all the 
place with light ; and having respeetfdly sa" 
luted the Blessed One^ they stood in the four 
directions^ like four great firArands. 

"How did you ever nuinage to get those 
big figures upstairs?" I asked. 
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^Oht hauled them upl We Ve got a hatch- 
way. The real trouble was getting them here 
by train. It was the first railroad trip they 
ever made. . • • But look at these here : they 
will make the sensation of the showl '* 

I looked, and saw two small wooden imagesi 
about three feet high. 

** Why do jTou think they will make a sen- 
sation?** I inquired innocently. 

** Don't you see what they are? They date 
from the time of the persecutions. Japan€9% 
dmdh trampling on the Cross t '* 

They were small temple guardians only; 
but their feet rested upon X-shaped supports. 

^Did any person tell you these were devils 
trampling on the cross? " I made bold to ask. 

^What else are they doing?'' he answered 
evasively. **Look at the crosses under their 
feetl" 

^But they are not devils," I insisted; ^and 
those cross-pieces were put under their feet 
simply to give equilibrium." 

He said nothing, but looked disappointed; 
and I felt a little sorry for him. DeoUs 
trampling on ths Cross^ as a display line in 
some London poster announcing the arrival of 
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^^joflses from Japan," might certainly have 
been relied on to catch the public eye. 

^^This is more wonderful/' I said, pointing 
to a beautiful group, — Maya with the infant 
Buddha issuing from her side, according to 
tradition. Painlessly the Bodhisattva was 
bam from her right side. It toas tiis eighth 
day of the fourth moon. 

*^ That's bronze, too," he remarked, tap- 
ping it. *^ Bronze josses are getting rare. 
We used to buy them up and sell them for 
old metal. Wish I'd kept some of them I 
You ought to have seen the bronzes, in those 
days, coming in from the temples, — bells and 
vases and josses ! That was the time we tried 
to buy the Daibutsu at Kamakura." 

'^For old bronze? " I queried. 

**Yes. We calculated the weight of the 
metal, and formed a syndicate. Our first 
offer was thirty thousand. We could have 
made a big profit, for there 's a good deal of 
gold and silver in that work. The priests 
wanted to sell, but the people wouldn't let 
them." 

*^It 's one of the world's wonders," I said. 
^ Would you reaUy have broken it up? " 
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""Certainly. Why not? What else oould 
yon do with it? • • . That one there looks 
juflt like a Virgin Mary, doesn't it?" 

He pointed to the gilded image of a female 
clasping a child to her breast. 

""Yes,*' I replied; ""but it is Kishibojin, 
the goddess who loves little children.'' 

""People talk about idohitry," he went on 
musingly. ""I've seen things like many of 
these in Boman Catholic chapels. Seems to 
me religion is pretty much the same the worU 



over." 



""I think yon are right," I said. 

""Why, the story of Buddha is like the 
story of Christ, bn't it?" 

""To some degree," I assented. 

""Only, he wasn't crucified." 

I did not answer; thinking of the text, In 
all the world there ie not one spot even so 
large ae a muetard^eeed where he hoe not euT' 
rendered hU body for the sake qf creaturee. 
Then it suddenly seemed to me that this was 
absolutely true. For the Buddha of the 
deeper Buddhism is not Grautama, nor yet any 
one Tathigata, but simply the divine in man. 
Chrysalides of the infinite we all are: each 
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eontftins a ghostly Baddlu^ and the millions 
are but one. All humanity is potentially the 
Buddha-to-come, dreaming through the ages 
in Illusion; and the teacher's smile will make 
beautiful the world again when selfishness 
shall die. Every noble sacrifice brings nearer 
the hour of his awakening; and who may 
justly doubt — remembering the myriads of 
the centuries of man — that even now there 
does not remain one place on earth where life 
has not been freely given for love or duty? 

I felt the curio dealer's hand on my shoul- 
der again. 

** At all events," he cried in a cheery tone, 
^they'll be appreciated in the British Mu- 
seum — eh?" 

^I hope so. They ought to be." 

Then I fancied them immured somewhere 
in that vast necropolis of dead gods, under 
the gloom of a pea-soup-fog, chambered with 
forgotten divinities of Egypt or Babylon, and 
trembling faintly at the roar of London, — all 
to what end? Perhaps to aid another Alma 
Tadema to paint the beauty of another van- 
civilization; perhaps to assist the illus* 
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iration of an English Diotionairy of Buddhism; 
perhaps to inspire some f atnre laureate with 
a metaphor startling as Tennyson's figure of 
the ^oiled and curled Assyrian bull." As- 
suredly they would not be preserved in vain. 
The thinkers of a less oonventional and selfish 
era would teaoh new reverenoe for tiiem. 
Each eidolon shaped by human &ith remains 
the shell of a truth eternally divine; and even 
the shell itself may hold a ghostly power. 
The soft serenity, the passionless tenderness, 
of these Buddha faces might yet give peace 
of soul to a West weary of creeds transformed 
into conventions, eager for the coming of an- 
other teacher to proclaim, ^Ihane tht sofite 
ftding for the high as for the low, for the 
moral aefor the immoral^ for the depraved as 
for the vtrtuouB^for those holdxng eeetarian 
xA&we and fodee opiniona as for thoee whoee 
bditfa are good and Ime." 



XII 

THB TDUL OF PRKftXIHTJENClB 

^ If » Bikkhn ihoiild denn, O bcvthiw, to eaH to mU 
fail ▼ariou traiponffy ststM in dayi gout Vj— meh as 



bizChy two Mrtlw, tlureo, four, fiw, tan, twontj, thizty, fiftj, 
oao lniiidz<ed» or om thooaaadf or ono hvndiod tfaoanad 
birtlw,— iBoIltlMirmodMaiidoIltlMirdotAfliilot Umbo 
doToled to qnSotodo of lioort, — lot bfm look tii2oii|^lld«g% 
lot Um bo nmoli ■Iodo.'* — Akamkk^f$a Atffa. 



Wbrb I to ask any reflecting Occidental, 
who had passed some yean in the real living 
atmosphere of Buddhism, what fundamental 
idea especially differentiates Oriental modes 
of thinking from our own, I am sure be would 
answer: ^The Idea of Preexistence." It is 
this idea, more than any other, which perme- 
ates the whole mental being of the Far East. 
It is universal as the wash of air: it colors 
every emotion ; it influences, directly or indi- 
rectly, almost every act. Its symbols are 
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perpetually visible, even in details of artistic 
decoration ; and hoarly, by day or night, some 
echoes of its language float uninvited to the 
ear. The utterances of the people, — their 
household sayings, their proverbs, their pious 
or profane exclamations, their confessions of 
sorrow, hope, joy, or despair, — are all in- 
formed with it. It qualifies equally the ex- 
pression of hate or the speech of affection; 
and the term ingwa^ or tnneii, — meaning 
karma as inevitable retribution, — comes nat- 
urally to every lip as an interpretation, as a 
consolation, or as a reproach. The peasant 
toiling up some steep road, and feeling the 
weight of his handcart straining every muscle, 
murmurs patiently: *^ Since this is ingwa, it 
must be suffered." Servants disputing, ask 
each other, ^By reason of what ingwa must I 
now dwell with such a one as you?" The 
incapable or vicious man is reproached with 
his ingwa; and the misfortunes of the wise or 
the virtuous are explained by the same Bud- 
dhist word. The law-breaker confesses his 
crime, saying: ^That which I did I knew to 
be wicked when doing; but my ingwa was 
stronger than my heart." Separated lovers 
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seek deadli under the belief that their unioii 
in this life is banned by the results of their 
sins in a former one; and the Yietim of an 
injustice tries to allay his natural anger by 
the self-assurance that he is expiating some 
forgotten fault which had to be expiated in 
the eternal order of things. • • • So likewise 
even the commonest references to a spiritual 
future imply the general creed of a spiritual 
past. The mother warns her little ones at 
play about the effect of wrong-doing upon 
their future births, as the children of other 
parents. The pilgrim or the street-beggar 
accepts your alms with the prayer that your 
next birth may be fortunate. The aged inkyot 
whose sight and hearing begin to fail, talks 
cheerily of the impending change that is to 
provide him with a fresh young body. And 
the expressions TahuBoku^ signifying the 
Buddhist idea of necessity; mae no yo, the 
last life; ahirame^ resignation, recur as fre* 
quently in Japanese common parlance as do 
the words ^right'* and ^wrong" in English 
popular speech. 

After long dwelling in this psychological 
medium, you find that it has penetrated your 
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own thought, and has effected therein Tarioos 
changes. All ooncepte of life implied by the 
idea of preezistence, — all those beliefs which, 
however sympathetically studied, must at first 
hare seemed more than strange to you, — finally 
lose that curious or fantastic character with 
which novelty once invested them, and jnesent 
themselves under a perf ectiy normal aspect. 
They explain so many things so well as even 
to look rational; and quite rational some as- 
suredly are when measured by the sdentiflo 
thought of the nineteenth century. But to 
judge them fairly, it is first necessary to 
sweep the mind clear of all Western ideas of 
metempsychosis. For there is no resemblance 
between the old Occidental conceptions of 
soul — the I^jihagorean or the Platonic, for 
example — and the Buddhist conception; and 
it is precisely because of this unlikeness that 
the Japanese beliefs prove themselves rea- 
sonable. The profound difference between 
old-fashioned Western thought and Elastem 
thought in this regard is, that for the Bud- 
dhist the conventional soul — the single, ten- 
uous, tremulous, transparent inner man, or 
ghost— does not exist. The Oriental Ego is 
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not individual. Nor is it even a definitely 
numbered multiple like the Gnostic soul. It 
is an aggregate or composite of inoonceivable 
complexity, — the concentrated sum of the 
creative thinking of previous lives beyond all 
reckoning. 



n 

The interpretative power of Buddhism, and 
the singular accord of its theories with the 
facts of modem science, appear especially in 
that domain of psychology whereof Herbert 
Spencer has been the greatest of all explorers. 
No small part of our psychological life is com« 
posed of feelings which Western theology 
never could explain. Such are those which 
cause the still speechless infant to ciy at the 
sight of certain faces, or to smile at the sight 
of others. Such are those instantaneous likes 
or dislikes experienced on meeting strangers, 
those repulsions or attractions called ^^first 
impressions,'' which intelligent children are 
prone to announce with alarming frankness, 
despite all assurance that **people must not 
be judged by appearances": a doctrine no 
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ehild in his lieart believes. To call tbeie 
feelings inrtinctiTe or intaitiTe, in the theo* 
logical meaning of instinct or intuition, ex- 
plains nothing at all — merely outs off inqnixy 
into the mystery of life, just like the special 
creation hypothesis. The idea that a personal 
impulse or emotion might be more than in- 
dividualt except through demoniacal posses* 
sion, still seems to old-fashioned orthodoi^ 
a monstrous heresy- Yet it is now certain 
that most of our deeper feelings are super- 
indiyidualt — both those which we classify as 
passional, and those which we call sublime. 
The individuality of the amatory passion is 
absolutely denied by science; and what is 
true of love at first sight is also true of hate: 
both are superindiTidual. So likewise are 
those vague impulses to wander which come 
and go with spring, and those vague depres- 
sions experienced in autumn, — survivals, per- 
haps, from an epoch in which human migra- 
tion followed the course of the i^easons, or 
even from an era preceding the apparition of 
man. Saperindividual also those emotions 
felt by one who, after having passed the 
greater part of a life on plain or prairies, first 
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looks upon a range of snow-capped peaks; or 
the sensations of some dweller in the interior 
of a continent when he first beholds the ocean, 
and hears its eternal thnnder. The delight, 
always toned with awe, which the sight of a 
stupendous landscape evokes; or that speech- 
less admiration, mingled with melancholy in- 
expressible, which the splendor of a tropical 
sunset creates, — never can be interpreted 
by individnal experience. Psychological anal- 
ysis has indeed shown these emotions to be 
prodigiously complex, and interwoven with 
personal experiences of many kinds; but in 
either case the deeper wave of feeling is never 
individual: it is a surging up from that an- 
cestral sea of life out of which we came. To 
the same psychological category possibly be- 
longs likewise a peculiar feeling which troubled 
men^s minds long before the time of Cicero, 
and troubles them even more betimes in our 
own generation, — the feeling of having al- 
ready seen a place really visited for the first 
time. Some strange air of familiarity about 
the streets of a foreign town, or the forms of 
a foreign landscape, comes to the mind with 
a sort of soft weird shock, and leaves one 
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Trninly nmnacking memoiy for interpretations. 
Oocaaionally, beyond qaestion, similar sensa- 
tions are actually prodnoed by the reviyal or 
recombination of former relations in conscions- 
ness; bnt there would seem to be many which 
remain wholly mysterious when we attempt to 
explain them by individual experience. 

Even in the most common of our sensations 
there aito enigmas never to be solved by those 
holding the absurd doctrine that all feeling 
and cognition belong to individual experience, 
and that the mind of the child newly-born is 
a tahvla rasa. The pleasure excited by the 
perfume of a flower, by certain shades of 
color, by certain tones of music ; the involun- 
tary loathing or fear aroused by the first sight 
of dangerous or venomous life; even the name* 
less terror of dreams, — are all inexplicable 
upon the old-fashioned soul-hypothesis. How 
deeply-reaching into the life of the race some 
of these sensations are, such as the pleasure 
in odors and in colors, Grrant Allen has most 
effectively suggested in his *^ Physiological 
iBsthetics," and in his charming treatise on 
the Color-Sense. But long before these were 
written, his teacher, the greatest of all psy- 
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chologists, liad clearly proven that the expe- 
rience-hypothesis was utterly inadequate to 
account for many classes of psychological phe« 
nomena. **If possible,'' observes Herbert 
Spencer, **it is even more at fault in respect 
to the emotions than to the cognitions. The 
doctrine that all the desires, all the senti- 
ments, are generated by the experiences of 
the individual, is so glaringly at variance with 
facts that I cannot but wonder how any one 
should ever have ventured to entertain it." 
It was Mr. Spencer, also, who showed us 
that words like ** instinct," ^intuition," have 
no true signification in the old sense; they 
must hereafter be used in a veiy different one. 
Instinct, in the language of modem psycho- 
logy, means ** organized memory," and mem- 
ory itself is ** incipient instinct," — the sum of 
impressions to be inherited by the next suc- 
ceeding individual in the chain of life. Thus 
science recognizes inherited memory: not in 
the ghostly signification of a remembering of 
the details of former lives, but as a minute 
addition to psychological life accompanied by 
minute changes in the structure of the inher* 
ited nervous system. ^The human brain as 
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an organised register of infinitely numeromi 
ezperienoes reoeived during the evolution of 
life, or rather, during the evolution of that 
series of organisms through which the human 
organism has been reached. The effects of 
the most uniform and frequent of these ex- 
perienoes have been successively bequeathed, 
principal and interest ; and have slowly 
amounted to that high intelligenoe which lies 
latent in the brain of the infant — which the 
infant in after-life exercises and perhaps 
strengthens or further complicates — and 
which, with minute additions, it bequeaths to 
future generations."^ Thus we have solid 
physiological ground for the idea of preexist- 
ence and the idea of a multiple Ego. It is in- 
controvertible that in every individual brain 
is locked up the inherited memory of the abso- 
lutely inconceivable multitude of experiences 
received by all the brains of which it is the 
descendant. But this scientific assurance of 
self in the past is uttered in no materialistic 
sense. Science b the destroyer of material- 
ism: it has proven matter incomprehensible; 
and it confesses the mystery of mind insolu* 

1 Primc^^ of P$9eholeg3f : ** TIm Fediagi.** 
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ble, even wliile obliged to postulate an nlti* 
mate unit of sensation. Out of the units of 
simple sensation, older than we by millions 
of years, have undoubtedly been built up ail 
the emotions and faculties of man. Here Sci- 
ence, in accord with Buddhism, avows the 
Ego composite, and, like Buddhism, explains 
the psychical riddles of the present by the 
psychical experiences of the past. 



m 

To many persons it must seem that the idea 
of Soul as an infinite multiple would render 
impossible any idea of religion in the Western 
sense; and those unable to rid themselves of 
old theological conceptions doubtless imagine 
that even in Buddhist countries, and despite 
the evidence of Buddhist texts, the faith of 
the common people is really based upon the 
idea of the soul as a single entity. But Japan 
furnishes remarkable proof to the contrary. 
The uneducated common people, the poorest 
country-folk who have never studied Bud- 
dhist metaphysics, believe the self composite. 
What is even more remarkable is that in the 
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primitive faith, Shiiit5, a kindred doetrine 
exists; and various forms of the belief seem 
to characterize the thought of the Chinese and 
of the Koreans. AU these peoples of the Far 
East seem to consider the soul compound, 
whether in the Buddhist sense, or in the prim- 
itive sense represented by Shinto (a sort of 
ghostly multiplying by fission), or in the fan- 
tastic sense elaborated by Chinese astrology. 
In Japan I have fully satisfied myself that the 
belief is universal. It is not necessary to 
quote here from the Buddhist texts, because 
the common or popular beliefs, and not the 
philosophy of a creed, can alone furnish evi- 
dence that religious fervor is compatible and 
oonsbtent with the notion of s composite soul. 
Certainly the Japanese peasant does not think 
the psychical Self nearly so complex s thing 
as Buddhist philosophy considers it, or as 
Western science proves it to be. But he 
thinks of himsdf as mtdtiph. The struggle 
within him between impulses good and evil 
he explains as a conflict between the various 
ghostly wills that make up his Ego; and his 
spiritual hope is to disengage his better self 
or selves from his worse selves, — Nirvana, 
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or the supreme bliss, being attainable onlj 
through the survival of the best within him. 
Thus his relipon appears to be founded upon 
s natural perception of psychical evolution 
not nearly so remote from scientific thought 
as are those conventional notions of soul held 
by our common people at home. Of course 
his ideas on these abstract subjects are vague 
and unsystematized; but their general char- 
acter and tendencies are unmistakable; and 
there can be no question whatever as to the 
earnestness of his faith, or as to the influence 
of that faith upon his ethical life. 

Wherever belief survives among the edu- 
cated classes, the same ideas obtain defini- 
tion and synthesis. I may cite, in example, 
two selections from compositions, written by 
students aged respectively twenty-three and 
twenty-six. I might as easily cite a score; 
but the following will sufficientiy indicate what 
I mean: — 

** Nothing it man foolish than to deolm tho immortalitj 
of the lotil. The Mml is a oompound ; and though ito •!#- 
BMBti ho otomal, wo know thoy oan novor twioe oomhiao in 
oxMtly tho MiM way. All oompound thbga arart chaqga 
Ihoir duuraetor ■»<< thair ooaditkNM.** 



THB IDEA OP PREEXISTENCB 285 

nninMi Is • m wmipcMitet Jl ooniDiiisnon oi Mwi^iM 
main die aooL WImb a mia cUm hk tool may ailliir 
■lieliMyed, or bachaayed aceogdJng to that which H 
ihiaaawith. Soma philoaophais nj the aool ia immoital ; 
thatHiaiiMrtaL They are both right. Theaonlia 
mortal or fanmortal aeeordfay to the ehaage of the eomlnaa- 
tiflQB oompoiiiig it. The elementary a a eiglea from whieh 
the eool ia formed are, indeed, eteinal ; hat the natnre of 
the eool ia deteRnined hy the oharaeter of the oomUnatioaa 
into wUflh thoaa eneiglea eater.*' 

Now the ideas expressed in these composi- 
tions win appear to the Western reader, at 
first view, unmistakably atheistio. Yet they 
are really oompatible with the sinoerest and 
deepest faith. It is the use of the English 
word ^sool," not understood at all as we nn* 
derstand it, whieh creates the false impres- 
sion. ^Sool,'* in the sense used by the young 
writers, means an almost infinite eombination 
of both good and evil tendencies, — ^a com- 
pound doomed to disintegration not only by 
the very fact of its being a compound, but 
also by the eternal law of spiritual progress. 
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TV 

That the idea, whieh has been for thotuancb 
of yean 8o vast a factor in Oriental thought* 
life, should have failed to develop itself in 
the West till within onr own day, is suffi- 
ciently exphuned by Western theology. Still, 
it would not be correct to say that theology 
succeeded in rendering the notion of preexist- 
ence absolutely repellent to Occidental minds. 
Though Christian doctrine, holding each soul 
specially created out of nothing to fit each 
new body, permitted no avowed beliefs in pre* 
existence, popular common-sense recogniied 
s contradiction of dogma in the phenomena 
of heredity. In the same way, while theo- 
logy decided animals to be mere automata, 
moved by a sort of incomprehensible maohin- 
ery caUed instinct, the people generally recog- 
nized that animals had reasoning powers. 
He theories of instinct and of intuition held 
even a generation ago seem utterly barbarous 
to-day. They were conmionly felt to be use* 
less as interpretations; but as dogmas thej 
served to check speculation and to prevent 
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heresy. Wordsworth's ''Fidelity" and 
marveloiisly overrated ''Intimatioiis of Immor- 
tality" bear witness to the extreme timidity 
and omdeness of Western notions on these 
subjects even at the beginning of the century. 
The loTC of the dog for his master is indeed 
''great beyond all human estimate," but for 
reasons Wordsworth never dreamed about; 
and although the fresh sensations of childhood 
are certainly intimations of something much 
more wonderful than Wordsworth's denomina- 
tional idea of immortality, his famous stansa 
concerning them has been very jusdy con- 
demned by Mr. John Morley as nonsense. 
Before the decay of theology, no rational 
ideas of payohological inheritance, of the true 
nature of instinct, or of the unity of life, 
could possibly have forced their way to gen- 
eral recognition. 

But with the acceptance of the doctrine o.( 
evolution, old forms of thought, crumbled; 
new ideas everywhere arose to take the place 
of worn-out dogmas; and we now have the 
spectacle of a general intelleetual movement 
in directions strangely parallel with Oriental 
philosophy. The unprecedented rapidity and 
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multiformity of soientiflo progress during the 
last fifty years oould not have failed to pro- 
yoke an equally unpreoedented intellectnal 
quickening among the non-soientific. That 
the highest and most complex organisms have 
been developed from the lowest and simplest; 
that a single phjrsical basis of life is the sub- 
stance of the whole living world; that no line 
of separation can be drawn between the ani- 
mal and vegetable ; that the difference between 
life and non-life is only a difference of degree, 
not of kind; that matter is not less incompre- 
hensible than mind, while both are but vary- 
ing manifestations of one and the same un- 
known reality, — these have already beoome 
the oommonplaoes of the new philosophy. 
After the first recognition even by theology of 
physical evolution, it was easy to predict that 
the recognition of psychical evolution could 
not be indefinitely delayed; for the barrier 
erected by old dogma to keep men from look- 
ing backward had been broken down. And 
to-day for the student of scientific psychology 
the idea of preezistence passes out of the 
realm of theory into the realm of fact, prov- 
ing the Buddhist ggplanation of the universal 
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mjtimj q[«ite mm phMiHe mm mmj tAfBt. 
'^None baft ywrj basty HunkBta,** wrote tlie 
late Piofeimr Hiizlej, **win rqeei it oo the 
gionnd of inliemit jdmidity* Xiikis tbB doo* 
trine of eroliitioo itnif, tint of trnmiign^ 
tion hMM ite foote m tbe world of nalilj; and 
it BUQT cfaun MoA nqiport mm the gieet sign* 
ment from auJogy is cipeMe of snpplyiiig.'*^ 
Iiow Oum euppuffty MM gifcu 1i^ xVoCeeMV 
HvzkjTf IS MWgiuMjaj ttmngm It offen ne no 
l^iiupee of m eingie eool flittin|^ fioai daifaieM 
to ugotf bout dfiatn to FeonruLi tJnoogii nijTt« 
ads of miHinna of yean; but h l ea ^e a the 
main ideft of praSzistenee T^Vitiffi- ^i i ^f Ajj In 
Ae Ibiin ennneiated hr the Buddha himiflf T 
In the Qrieoial doctrine, the peyehieal permi* 
alitf , like the indiridnal body, is an aggro- 
sate di MPi ^ to dirintggratioii. Br peyidiioal 
penonalitT I mean here that which ditthi- 
gaighee mind frotn mind,-— *the '^me'* from 
the ""yon": that whidi we can self. To Bod- 
dUsm thia ia a temponuy eompoeito of illn- 
•iona. What makes it ia the kanuL What 
reuMsamates is thA karma, -— the sim-total of 
the aete and thooghto of oonntless anterior 

JUUd^ fb ei (W. ISM). 
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existences, — each one of which, as an integer 
in some great spiritoal system of addition and 
subtraction, may affect all the rest. Like a 
magnetism, the karma is transmitted from 
form to form, from phenomenon to phenome* 
non, determining conditions by combinations. 
The ultimate mystery of the concentratiye and 
creative effects of karma the Buddhist ac- 
knowledges to be inscrutable; but the cohesion 
of effects he dedares to be produced by tonAo, 
the desire of life, corresponding to what Scho- 
penhauer called the ^will" to live. Now we 
find in Herbert Spencer's ^ Biology '* a curious 
parallel for this idea. He explains the trans- 
mission of tendencies, and their Tariations, 
by a theory of polarities, — pohurities of the 
physiological unit. Between this theory of 
polarities and the Buddhist theory of tanha, 
the difference is much less striking than the 
resemblance. Karma or heredity, tanha or 
polarity, are inexplicable as to their ultimate 
nature: Buddhism and Science are here at 
one. The fact worthy of attention is that 
both recognise the same phenomena under 
different names. 
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^e prodigiouB oomplexitjr of the methods 
by which Science has arriyed at conclusions 
so strangely in hannony with the ancient 
thought of the East, may suggest the doubt 
whether those conclusions could ever be made 
clearly comprehensible to the mass of West- 
em minds. Certainly it would seem that just 
as the real doctrines of Buddhism can be 
taught to the majority of believers through 
forms only, so the philosophy of science can 
be commimicated to the masses through sug- 
gestion only, — suggestion of such facts, or 
arrangements of fact, as must appeal to any 
naturally intelligent mind. But the history 
of scientific progress assures the efficiency of 
this method; and there is no strong reason 
for the supposition that, because the processes 
of the higher science remain above the mental 
reach of the unscientific classes, the conclu- 
sions of that science will not be generally 
accepted. The dimensions and weights of 
planets; the distances and the composition of 
stars ; the law of gravitation ; the signification 
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of heat, light, and color; the nature of aoimd, 
and a host of other scientifio disooveries, are 
familiar to thooBands quite ignorant of the 
details of the methods by which such know* 
ledge was obtained. Again we liave evidenoe 
that eveiy great progressive movement of 
science during the century has been followed 
by considerable modifications of popular be* 
liefs. Already the churches, though clinging 
still to the hypothesis of a specially-created 
soul, have accepted the main doctrine of phy* 
sical evolution; and neither fixity of belief 
nor intellectual retrogression can be rationally 
expected in the immediate future. Further 
changes of religious ideas are to be looked 
for; and it is even likely that they will be 
effected rapidly rather than slowly. Their 
exact nature, indeed, cannot be predicted; 
but existing intellectual tendencies imply that 
the doctrine of psychological evolution must 
be accepted, though not at once so as to set 
any final limit to ontological s|)eculation ; and 
that the whole conception of the Ego will be 
eventually transformed through the oonse* 
quently developed idea of preexistence. 
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More detafled oonsideratioii of these prob- 
abilities may be Tentored. They will not, 
perhape, be aoknowledged aa probabilities by 
persons who regard scienoe as a destroyer 
^ther than a modifier. But such thinkers 
forget that religions feeling is something infl- 
nitely more profound than dogma; that it 
surviyes all gods and all forms of creed; and 
that it only widens and deepens and gathers 
power with intellectual expansion. That as 
mere doctrine religion will ultimately pass 
away is a conclusion to which the study of 
evolution leads; but that religion as feeling, 
or even as faith in the unknown power shap* 
ing equally a brain or a constellation, can 
ever utterly die, is not at present conceivable. 
Scienoe wars only upon erroneous interpreta- 
tions of phenomena; it only magnifies the 
cosmic mystery, and proves that everything, 
however minute, is infinitely wonderful and 
incomprehensible. And it is this indubitable 
tendency of science to broaden beliefs and to 
magnify cosmic emotion which justifies the 
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supposition that future modifications of West- 
em religious ideas will be totally unlike any 
modifications e£Feoted in the past; that the 
Occidental conception of Self will orb into 
something akin to the Oriental ooncq>tion of 
Self; and that all present petty metaphysical 
notions of personality and individuality as 
realities per se will be annihilated. Already 
the growing popular comprehension of the 
facts of heredity, as science teaches them, in- 
dicates the path by which some, at least, of 
these modifications will be reached. In the 
coming contest over the great question of psy* 
chological evolution, common intelligence will 
follow Science along the line of least resist- 
ance; and that line will doubtless be the study 
of heredity, since the phenomena to be consid- 
ered, however in themselves uninterpretable, 
are ^miliar to general experience, and afford 
partial answers to countless old enigmas. It 
is thus quite possible to imagine a coming 
form of Western religion supported by the 
whole power of synthetic philosophy; differ- 
ing from Buddhism mainly in the greater 
exactness of its conceptions; holding the soul 
as a composite ; and teaching a new spiritual 
law resembling the doctrine of karma. 
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An objection to this idea will, however, 
immediately present itself to many minds. 
Such a modification of belief, it will be 
averred, would signify the sudden conquest 
and transformation of feelings by ideas. 
'^The world,*' says Herbert Spencer, ^^is not 
governed by ideas, but by feelings, to which 
ideas serve only as guides/' How are the 
notions of a change, such as that supposed, 
to be reconciled with common knowledge of 
existing religious sentiment in the West, and 
the force of religious emotionalism? 

Were the ideas of preexistence and of the 
soul as multiple really antagonistic to West- 
em religious sentiment, no satisfactory answer 
could be made. But are they so antagonis- 
tic ? The idea of preexistence certainly is 
not; the Occidental mind is already prepared 
for it. It is true that the notion of Self as a 
composite, destined to dissolution, may seem 
little better than the materialistic idea of an- 
nihilation, — at least to those still unable to 
divest themselves of the old habits of thought. 
Nevertheless, impartial reflection will show 
that there is no emotional reason for dread- 
ing the disintegration of the Ego. Actually, 
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though unwittingly, it is for this veiy disin* 
tegration that Christians and Buddhists alike 
perpetually pray. Who has not often-wished 
to rid himself of the worse parts of his nature, 
of tendencies to folly or to wrong, of impulses 
to say or do unkind things, — of all that lower 
inheritanoe which still clings about the higher 
man, and weighs down his finest aspirations ? 
Yet that of which we so earnestly desire the 
separation, the elimination, the death, is not 
less surely a part of psychological inherit- 
ance, of veritable Self, than are those younger 
and larger faculties which help to the realiza- 
tion of noble ideals. Bather than an end to 
be feared, the dissolution of Self is the one 
object of all objects to which our e£Forts 
should be turned. What no new philosophy 
can forbid us to hope is that the best elements 
of Self will thrill on to seek bftier affinities, 
to enter into grander and yet grander com- 
binations, till the supreme revelation comes, 
and we discern, through infinite vision, — 
through the vanishing of all Self, — the Abso- 
lute Beality. 

For while we know that even the so-called 
elements themselves are evolving, we have no 
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proof that anytliing utterly dies. That we 
are is the certainty that we have been and 
will be. We have survived countless evolu- 
tions, countless universes. We know that 
through the Cosmos all is law. No chance 
decides what units shall form the planetary 
core, or what shall feel the sun; what shall be 
locked in granite and basalt, or shall multiply 
in plant and in animal. So far as reason can 
venture to infer from analogy, the cosmical 
history of every ultimate unit, psychological 
or physical, is determined just as surely and 
as exactly as in the Buddhist doctrine of 
karnuu 



▼n 

The influence of Science will not be the 
only factor in the modification of Western 
;ious beliefs: Oriental philosophy will cer- 
fumish another. Sanscrit, Chinese, 
and Pali scholarship, and the tireless labor of 
philologists in all parts of the East, are rap- 
idly familiariring Europe and America with 
all the great forms of Oriental thought ; Bud- 
dhism is being studied with interest throughout 
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the Oooident; and the resulte of these studies 
are yearly showing themselves more and more 
definitely in the mental products of the highest 
culture. The schools of philosophy are not 
more yisibly affected than the literature of 
the period. Proof that a reconsideration of 
the problem of the Ego is eyeiywhere forcing 
itself upon Occidental minds, may be found 
not only in the thoughtful prose of the time, 
but even in its poetry and its romance. Ideas 
impossible a generation ago are changing cur* 
rent thought, destroying old tastes, and devel- 
oping higher feelings. Creative art, working 
under larger inApiration, is telling what abso- 
lutely novel ami exquisite sensations, what 
hitherto unimaginable ]xitho8, what marvel- 
ous deepening of emotional power, may be 
gained in literature with the recognition of 
the idea of preexistence. Even in fiction we 
learn that we have been living in a hemi« 
sphere only; that we have been thinking but 
lialf -thoughts; that we need a new faith to 
join past with future over the great parallel 
of the present, and so to round out our emo* 
tional world into a perfect sphere. The clear 
conviction that the self b multiple, however 
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paradoxical the statement seem, is the abso- 
lutely necessaiy step to the vaster oonviotion 
that the many are One, that life is unity, that 
there is no finite, but only infinite. Until 
that blind pride which imagines Self unique 
shall have been broken down, and ibe/eding 
of self and of selfishness shall have been ut- 
terly decomposed, the knowledge of the Ego 
as infinite, — as the very Cosmos, — never 
can be reached. 

Doubtless the simple emotional conviction 
that we have been in the past will be de- 
veloped long before the intellectual convic- 
tion that the Ego as one is a fiction of selfish- 
ness. But the composite nature of Self must 
at last be acknowledged, though its mystery 
remain. Science postulates a hypothetical 
psychological unit as well as a hypothetical 
physiological unit; but either postulated entity 
defies the uttermost power of mathematical 
estimate, — seems to resolve itself into pure 
ghosUiness. The chemist, for working pur- 
poses, must imagine an ultimate atom; but 
the fact of which the imagined atom is the 
symbol may be a force centre only, — nay, a 
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void, a vortex, an emptiness, as in Buddhist 
ooncept. ^^Farrn U emptinesa^ and emptiness 
is farm. What is/arm^ that is emptiness; 
what is emptiness^ that is form. Perception 
and eonception^ name and knowledge^ — aU 
these are emptinessJ*^ For science and for 
Buddhism alike the cosmos resolves itself 
into a vast phantasmagoria, — a mere play 
of unknown and immeasurable forces. Bud- 
dhist faith, however, answers the questions 
'' Whence ?'' and '' Whither ?'* in its own fash- 
ion, — and predicts in eveiy great cycle of 
evolution a period of spiritual expansion in 
which the memory of former births returns, 
and all the future simultaneously opens before 
the vision unveiled, — even to the heaven of 
heavens. Science here remains dumb. But 
her silence is the Silence of the Gnostics, — 
Sig^, the Daughter of Depth and the Mother 
of Spirit. 

What we may allow ourselves to believe, 
with the full consent of Science, is that mar- 
velous revelations await us. Within recent 
time new senses and powers have been devel- 
oped, — the sense of music, the ever-growing 
faculties of the mathematician. Beasonably 
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it may be expected that still higher nnimagin- 
able faculties will be eTolved in our deaoend- 
antB. Again it ia known that certain mental 
capacitiea, undoubtedly inherited, develop in 
old age only; and the average life of the hu- 
man race ia ateadily lengthening. With in« 
oreaaed longerity there surely may oome into 
audden beings through the unfolding of the 
larger future brain, powera not leaa wonderful 
than the ability to remember former births. 
The dreama of Buddhiam can acaroely be aur- 
paaaed, becauae they touch the infinite; but 
who can preaume to aay they never will be 
realised? 

NOTB. 

It may be neoeuafy to lemind wmia of thoaa kind 
•Bongh to read the foregoing that the words ^woslj^ 
•* Mlf »** " ego^'* » transmigration," ^ hendi^," althoogh 
freely need by ma, oonrey meaning! entirely foreign 
to Bnddhist phUoeophy. •• Soul,** in tlie En^bh eenea 
of the word, does not exist for the Bnddhist •* Self" 
ia an illvaion, or mther a plexns of illusiona. "^Trana- 
BUgratioa,'' as the passing of sonl from one body to 
another, is expressly denied in Buddhist texts of nn* 
qnestionable authority. It will therefore be evident 
that the real analogy which does exist between the doo* 
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trine of karma and the tcientiflo facta of heredi^ la far 
from complete. Karma aignifiea the anrnTal, not of 
the aame composite indindaali^, but of ita tendendeai 
which recombine to form a new compoaite indiTidnali^. 
The new being does not neeeaaarily take eren a hnmao 
form : the karma does not descend from parent to 
child ; it is independent of the line of heredity^ al- 
though physical conditiona of life seem to depend upon 
karma. The karm»-being of a beggar may have re- 
birth in the body of a king ; that of a king in the body 
of a beggar ; yet the conditiona of either re i nea raa ti o n 
haTC been predetermined by the influence of karma. 

It will be asked* What then b the spiritual element 
in each being that continuea unchanged, — the spiritual 
kernel, so to speak, within the shell of karma, — the 
power that makea for ri|^teousness ? If soul and body 
alike are temporary composites, and the karma (itself 
temporary) the only source of personally, what b the 
worth or meaning of Buddhist doctrine ? What is it 
that suffers by karma ; what is it that lies within the 
illusion, — that makes pro g re ss , — that attuna Niiw 
Yana ? Is it not a idff Not in our sense of the word. 
The reality of what we call self is denied by Buddhism. 
Hiat which forms and dissoWes the karma ; that which 
makea for righteousness ; that which reachea Nirrana, 
b not our Ego in our Western sense of the word. Then 
what b it ? It b the diTine in each being. It b called 
in Japanese Jfvpo-no-la^a, — the Great Self-witbont- 
selflshness. There is no other true self. The self 
wrapped in illusion b called Ntfirm^^ (Tathtgat»- 
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gliwba), — Um Boddhft yet nnbonit as one in a womli. 
The Inflnite exists potentially in ereiy being. That is 
tlie Reality. The other self is n falsity.^alie,— n 
mirage. The doctrine of extinction refers only to the 
eztinetion of illosions ; and those sensations and feeU 
ings and thoughts, which belong to this life of the flesh 
alone, are the illnsions which make the complex illnsiTe 
self. By the total decomposition of this false self,— 
as by n tearing away of Toils, the Inflnite Vision ocmes. 
There is no««sonl'*: the Inflnite AII..S00I is the only 
eternal principle in any being ; — all the rest is dream. 

What remains in Nirvana ? Acoording to one school 
of Buddhism potential identic in the inflnite, —so that 
n Buddha, after having reached Nirvana, can return to 
earth. According to another, identic more than po- 
tential, yet not in our sense ** personaL** A Japanese 
friend says : — " I take n piece of gold, and say it is 
one. But this means that it prodnees on my visual 
organs n single impr ess i o n . Really in the multitude of 
atoms composing it each atom is nevertheless distinct 
and separate, and independent of every other atom. 
In Bnddhahood even so are united psychical atoms 
innumerable. They are one as to condition; — yet 
each has its own independent existence.'' 

But in Japan the primitive religion has so aflscted 
the common dass of Buddhist beliefs that it is not in- 
ccirect to speak of the Japanese ** idea of self.'* It is 
only necessary that the popular ShintS idea be simul* 
taneously considered. In ShintS we hnve the pIsinDst 
possible evidence of the eonoeptioo of souL But this 
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•oal ii a oomponte, — not a m«n '^Iraiidle of 
UooMf perooptioiiiy and YoUtionf,'' liko tiie kafin»4MiBf ^ 
but a nomber of •onb nnitod to fotm one ghostly per- 
■onality. A dead man's f^iost may appear as one or 
as many. It can separate its nnitiy eaeh of wbioh 
remains oapaUe of a special independent aetioo. Such 
separation, howoTer, appears to be temporary^ the Tiii- 
oos sools of the oompooite naturally eoheriaf •▼«■ 
after death, and renniting after any Yolnntary separa- 
tioD. The Tast mass of the Japanese peciple are both 
Bnddhists and ShmtSisU ; bnt the piimitive beliefi 
conoeming the self are oertainly the most po we rfu l, 
and in the blending of the two faiths remain distinctly 
lecognisable. They haTe probably sapplied to eommon 
imsginatioii a aataral and easy ezplanatioB of the ditt- 
enlties of the karmaFdoetrine, though to what extent 
I am not prepared to say. Be it also obserred that in 
the primitive as well as in the Buddhist form of belief 
the self b not a principle tiansmitted from parent to 
ofiqpriag, — not an inheritance always dependent upon 
physiologieal descent. 

These facts will indicate how wide is the difference 
between Eastern ideas and our own upon the subject 
of the preceding essay. They will also show that any 
general consideration of the real analogies existing be- 
tween this strange combination of Far-Eastern beliefs 
and the scientiflc thought of the nineteenth century 
could scarcely be made intelligible by strict philosa 
phical accuracy in the use of terms relating to the iden 
of self. Indeed, there are no European words eapabie 
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•f mdering Um ezaot memniiig of the Bnddbiii tonus 
bdoogiBg to Baddhitt idealuai. 

Psrhapt H may be legaxded as fllegitiiiisto to winder 
from that position so tersely ennneiated by Frofassor 
Hiudey in hie essay on ** Seniatioii and the Sensiferoos 
Organs :** ^ In nltimato analysis it ^>peais that a sea- 
■atioa is the equiTalent in terms of eonseionsness for n 
mode of motion of the matter of the seniorinm. Bnt 
if inqoiry b pushed a stage fnrthery and the question is 
asked^ What» theut do we know about matter and mo- 
tion? there is but one leply poseable. All we know 
about motion is that it is a name for eertain ohanges in 
the relations of our Tbual, tactile, and muscular sen- 
■ations ; and all we know about matter is that it is 
the hypothetical substance of physical phenomenay Cfts 
Qitumpdfm ^f wkkk w cw pure a piece of mOafkfdoai 
tpeeulaiitm oeiilkaiqfaeubeianeetfminiL** Butmeti^ 
physical ipeeulsHon certainly will not oease because of 
scientilio recogni t ion that ultimate truth is beyond the 
utmost poscible range of human knowledge. Rather, 
for that Teiy leason, it will continue. Perhaps it will 
never wholly cease. Without it there can be no further 
modification of leligioas belieb» and without modiflca- 
tions there esa be no religions pro gr ss s in harmony 
with scientific thought. Theref oce, metophysical speo- 
alation eeems to me not ouIt inatifiahle. but neeeiiarT. 

Whether we accept or deny a eubeUmce of mind; 
whether we ima^ne thought prodoced by the play of 
some unknown element through the cells of the faraini 
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M musie \m made by the play of wind tluoagh the 
•tringt of a harp ; whether we regard the motioQ itMlf 
as a speotal mode of ribration inherent in and peooliar 
to the units of the cerebral stroetazey — stall the myttexy 
is infinite, and still Buddhism remains a noble moral 
working-hypothens, in deep aeeord with the aspirations 
of mankind and with the laws of ethical progression. 
Whether we believe or disbeliere in the reality of that 
which is called the material universe, still the ethical 
significance of the inexplicable laws of heredity — of 
the transmission of both racial and personal tendendes 
in the unspedalixed reprodnctiTc cell — remains to 
justify the doctrine of karma. Whatever be that which 
makes conscionsness, its relation to all the past and to 
all the fnture is unquestionable. Nor can the do»* 
trine of Nirvana ever cease to command the profound 
respect of the impartial thinker. Science has found 
evidenee that known substance is not less a product 
of evolution than mind,— that all our so-called ''ele* 
nents ** have been evolved out of "one primary undif- 
ferentiated form of matter.** And this evidenee is 
startlingly suggestive of some underlying truth in the 
Bnddbist doctrine of emanation and illusion, — the evo- 
lution of all forms from the Formless, of all material 
phenomena from immaterial Unity, — and the ultimate 
return of all into '^ that state which is empty of lusts, 
of malice, of dullness,— that state in which the excite- 
ments of individually are known no more^ and which is 
tberefote designstiNl Tes Void Sunnoc.** 
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Cnnf a'b chief aDy in the late war, being 
deaf and blind, knew nothing, and still knows 
nothing, of treaties or of peace. It followed 
the returning armies of Japan, inTaded the 
Tiotorions empire, and killed about thirty 
thousand people during the hot season. It is 
still slaying ; and the funeral*pyres bum con- 
tinually. Sometimes the smoke and the odor 
come wind-blown into my garden down from 
the hills behind the town, just to remind me 
that the cost of burning an adult of my own 
sixe is eighty sen, — about half a dollar in 
American money at the present rate of ex- 
change. 

From the upper balcony of my house, the 
whole length of a Japanese street, with its 
rows of little shops, is visible down to the bay. 
Out of various houses in that street I have 
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teen cholera-patients conveyed to the hospital, 
— the last one (only this morning) my neigh* 
bor across the way, who kept a porcelain shop. 
He was removed by force, in spite of the tears 
and cries of his family. The sanitary law 
forbids the treatment of cholera in private 
hoaises ; yet people try to hide their sick, in 
spite of fines and other penalties, because the 
public cholera-hospitals are overcrowded and 
roughly managed, and the patients are en- 
tirely separated from all who love them. But 
the police are not often deceived : they soon 
discover unreported cases, and come with lit- 
ters and coolies. It seems cruel ; but sanitary 
law must be crueL My neighbor's wife fol- 
lowed the litter, crying, until the police 
obliged her to return to her desolate little 
shop. It is now closed up, and will probably 
never be opened again by the owners. 

Such tragedies end as quickly as they hepsu 
The bereaved, so soon as the law aUows, re- 
move their pathetic belongings, and disajK 
pear ; and the ordinary life of the street goes 
on, by day and by night, exactly as if nothing 
particular had happened. Itinerant venders, 
with their bamboo poles and baskets or buck 
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ete or boset, pan the empty hoiuet, and ntler 
their aoeasbunied cries; religious processions 
go by, chanting fragments of sntras; the 
blind shampooer blows his melancholy whis- 
tle; the priyate watchman makes his heavy 
staff boom upon the gutter-flags; the boy 
who sells confectionery still taps his drum, 
and sings a love-song with a plaintive sweet 
voice, like a girPs : — 

** Tau and I together. • • • I rsnudned hmgt 
yet in the moment of going I thoos^ I had only 
just somsu 

"^ Tau and I tof§ther. . . . Still I think of the 
tsa. Old or new tsa of Uji it might have sesmsd 
to others ; but to me it was GyokorS tsa, of the 
besatifal yellow of the yamabnld flower. 

** Tau amd I togathar. • • • I sm the telegraph- 
operator ; yon are the one who waits the messsge. 
I send my hoart, and you reoeive it. What ears 
we now if the posts should fell, if the wires be 
broken?'* 

And the children sport as usuaL Theyehase 
one another with screams and laughter ; they 
dance in chorus ; they catch dragon-flies and 
tie them to long strings ; they sing burdens of 
the war, about cutting off Chinese beads : — 
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SometimeB a child vanialies ; bot the snrvi^ 
org oontinne their play. And this is wisdom. 

It costs only forty-four sen to bum a child. 
The son of one of my neighbors was burned a 
few days sgo. The little stones with which he 
used to play lie there in the sun just as he left 
them. . • • Curious, this child-love of stones I 
Stones are the toys not only of the children of 
the poor, but of all children at one period of 
existence : no matter how well supplied with 
other playthings, every Japanese child wants 
sometimes to play with stones. To the child- 
mind a stone is a marvelous thing, and ought 
so to be, since even to the understanding of 
the mathematician there can be nothing more 
wonderful than a common stone. The tiny 
urchin suspects the stone to be much more 
than it seems, which is an excellent suspi- 
cion; and if stupid grown-up folk did not 
untruthfully tell him that his plaything is not 
worth thinking about, he would never tire of 
it, and would always be finding something new 
and extraordipary in it Only a very great 
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mmd ooold answer all a child's questions 
^jifj^fy ssoneSw 

Aeoording to popular £siUi, my neighbor's 
darling is now playing with small ghostly 
stones in the Dty Bed of the BiTer of Sools, 
— wondering^ perhape» why they east no 
shadows. The tme poetry in the legend of 
the Sai-oo>Kawara is the absolute naturalness 
of its principal idea, — the phantom-oontinua- 
tion of that {day which all little Japanese 
children {day with stones. 



The pipe-stem seller used to make his 
round with two large boxes suqwnded from 
a hamhoo pole halanffcd upon his shoulder : 
one box containing stems of Tarions diameters, 
lengths, and colors, together with toob for 
fitting them into metsl pipes ; and the other 
box containing a baby, — hisownbaby* Some- 
times I saw it peeping over the edge of the 
box, and smiling at the passers-by ; sometimes 
I saw it lying, wdl wr app ed up and fast 
asleep, in the bottom of the box; sometimes I 
saw it playing with toys. Many peofde, I was 
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told, used to give it toys. One of the toji 
bore a onrioiiB resemblaiioe to a mortoaxy tab- 
let (ihai) ; and this I always observed in the 
box, whether the child were adeep or awake. 

The other day I diaoovered that the pipe- 
stem seller had abandoned his bamboo pde 
and suspended boxes. He was coming np the 
street with a litde hand-cart jnst big enough 
to hold his wares and his baby, and evidently 
built for that purpose in two compartments. 
Perhaps the baby had become too heavy for 
the more primitive method of conveyance. 
Above the cart fluttered a small white flag, 
bearing in cursive characters the legend J& 
9eru^rao kae (pipe-stems exchanged), and a 
brief petition for ^ honorable help,** 04amM 
wo negaimamu The child seemed well and 
happy ; and I again saw the tabletehaped ob- 
ject which had so often attracted my nodoe 
before. It was now fastened upright to a 
high box in the cart facing the infant's bed. 
As I watched the cart approaching, I suddenly 
felt convinced that the tablet was really an 
ihai: the sun shone full npon it, and there 
was no mistaking the conventional Buddhist 
Isxt This aroused my cariosity ; and I asked 
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Manyemon to tell the pipe^ttem seller that we 
had a number of pipes needing fresh stems, — 
which was true. Presently the oartlet drew 
up at our gate, and I went to look at it 

The ehild was not afraid, even of a for- 
eign face,— a pretty boy. He lisped and 
laughed and held out his arms, being eridently 
used to petting ; and while playing with him 
I looked closely at the tablet It was a Shin- 
shu ihai, beari^ a woman's kaimyS, or post- 
humous name ; and Manyemon translated the 
Chinese characters for me : JReoered and of 
good rank in the Manrion qf MoceUenee^ the 
tkirtjf^brei day of the third month of the 
twenfy^hih year of Me{fu Meantime a ser- 
Tant had fetched the pipes which needed new 
stems ; and I glanced at the face of the arti> 
san as he worked. It was the face of a man 
past middle age, with those woni« sympathetic 
lines about the month, diy beds of old smQes, 
which give to so many Japanese faces an in- 
describable ezpresmon of resigned gentleness. 
Presendy Manyemon began to ask questions ; 
and when Manyemon asks questions, not to 
reply is possible for the wicked only. Some- 
times bfthind that dear *ti«^ ^ 5^ yi t qU head I 
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think I see the dawning of an anxeolei — the 
aureole of the Bosatsu. 

The pipe-stem seller answered by telling his 
stoiy. Two months after the birth of their 
little boy, his wife had died. In the last hour 
of her illness she had said : ^ From what time 
I die till three full years be past I pray yon 
to leave the child always united with the 
Shadow of me : never let him be separated 
from my ihai, so that I may continue to care 
for him and to nurse him — since thou know- 
est that be should have the breast for three 
years. This, my last asking, I entreat thee, 
do not forget.'* But the mother being dead, 
the father could not labor as be had been wont 
to do, and also take care of so young a child, 
requiring continual attention both night and 
day ; and he was too poor to hire a nurse. So 
he took to selling pipe^tems, as he could thus 
make a little money without leaving the child 
even for a minute alone. He could not afford 
to buy milk; but he had fed the boy for 
more than a year with rice gruel and am^ 
syrup. 

I said that the child looked very strong, and 
none the worse for lack of milk. 
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^ That," declared Manyemon, in a tone of 
oonviotion bordering on reproof, '^is because 
the dead mother nurses him. How should he 
want for milk ? '' 

And the boy langhed softly, as if conscious 
of a ghosdy caress. 
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For tw«lT« leaf^nat, Aimnda, anmiid tiM 8al*-0iov«v 
tih«re b no ipot in aiit 9ifn m tiM prietdnp of tlio point of 
tlM tip of a hnir, wUeh b not perrndod bj povorfnl 
■piriti.''— Tin Book ^tU GrotU Deetam. 



The trath that anoestor-wonhipy in vaiioiis 
imobtnuive forms, still survives in some of the 
most highly civilised oonntries of Eniope, is 
not so widely known as to preclude the idea 
that any non-Aryan race actually practicing 
so primitive a cult must necessarily remain 
in the primitive stage of religions thought. 
Critics of Japan have pronounced this hasty 
judgment ; and have professed themselves un- 
able to reconcile the foots of her scientific 
progre s s, and the success of her advanced edu- 
cational system, with the continuance of her 
ancestoi^worship. How can the beliefs of 
ShintS coexist with the knowledge of modem 
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•oienoe ? How can the men who win distino- 
tion as scientifio speeudistB still respect the 
household shrine or do reverenoe before the 
Shint5 parish-temple? Can all this mean 
more than the ordered consenration of forms 
after the departure of faith ? Is it not certain 
that with the farther progress of education, 
Shinto, even as ceremonialism, must cease to 
exist? 

Those who put such questions appear to 
fdget that similar questions might be asked 
about the continuance of any Western faith, 
and similar doubts expressed as to the pos- 
sibility of its survival for another century. 
BeaUy the doctrines of Shinto are not in the 
least d^;ree more irreconcilable with modem 
science than are the doctrines of Orthodox 
Christianity. Examined with perfect impar* 
tiality, I would even venture to say that they 
are less irreconcilable in more respects than 
one. They conflict less with our human ideas 
of justice ; and, like the Buddhist doctrine of 
karma, they ofFer some very strildng analo- 
gies with the scientific facts of heredity, — 
analogies which prove Shinto to contain an 
element of truth as profound as any sin^ 
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element of truth in any of the worId*8 great 
religions. Stated in the simpleet poesiUe 
form, the peculiar element of truth in Shintd 
itt the belief that the world of the living is 
directly governed by the world of the dead. 

That eveiy impulse or act of man is the 
work of a god, and that all the dead become 
gods, are the basic ideas of the cult It must 
be remembered, however, that the term Kami, 
although translated by the term deity, divinity, 
or god, has really no such meaning as that 
which belongs to the English words : it has 
not even the meaning of those words as refers 
ring to the antique beliefs of Oreeoe and 
Rome. It signifies that which is *^ above,'* 
^ superior,** ^ upper," ** eminent,'* in the non- 
religious sense ; in the religious sense it signi- 
fies a human spirit having obtained super- 
natural power after death. The dead are the 
^ powers above,*' the ^^ upper ones,*' — the KamL 
We have here a conception resembling very 
strongly the modem Spiritualistic notion of 
ghosts, — only that the Shint5 idea is in no 
true sense democratic The Kami are ghosts 
of greatly varying dignity and power, — be* 
longing to spiritual hierarchies like the hie^ 
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aichies of anoient Japanese sooiety. Although 
essentially superior to the living in certain 
respects, the living are, nevertheless, able to 
give them pleasore or displeasure, to gratify 
or to offend them, — even sometimes to ame- 
liorate their spiritual condition. Wherefore 
posthumous honors are never mockeries, hut 
realities, to the Japanese mind. During the 
present year,^ for example, several distin- 
guished statesmen and soldiers were raised to 
higher rank immediately after their death; 
and I read only the other day, in the official 
gaaette, that ** His Majesty has been pleased 
to posdmmously confer the Second Class of 
the Order of the Bising Sun upon MajorOen- 
eral Baron Tamane, who lately died in For- 
mosa.** Such imperial acts must not be re- 
garded only as formalities intended to honor 
the memory of brave and patriotic men; 
neither should they be thought of as intended 
merely to confer distinction upon the family 
of the dead. They are essentially of ShintS, 
and exemplify that intimate sense of relation 
between the visible and invisible worlds which 
is the special religious characteristic of Japan 

1 WiHte fa SMiMteBi tSSS. 
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among all oivilized countries. To Japanese 
thought the dead are not less real than the 
living. They take part in the daily life of 
the people, — sharing the humblest sorrows 
and the humblest joys. They attend the 
family repasts, watch over the well-being of 
the household, assist and rejoice in the pros- 
perity of their descendants. They are present 
at the public pageants, at all the sacred festi- 
vals of Shinto, at the military games, and at 
aU the entertainments especially provided for 
them. And they are universaUy thought of 
as finding pleasure in the offerings made to 
them or the honors conferred upon them. 

For the purpose of this little essay, it will 
be sufficient to consider the Kami as the 
spirits of the dead, — without making any at- 
tempt to distinguish such Eouni from those 
prinud deities believed to have created the 
land. With this general interpretation of the 
term Kami, we return, then, to the great 
ShintS idea that all the dead still dwell in the 
world and rule it ; influencing not only the 
thoughts and the acts of men, but the condi* 
tions of nature. ^ They direct," wrote Moto- 
wori, ^*the changes of the seasons, the wind 
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and the rain, the good and the bad fortunes of 
states and of indindual men." They axe, in 
short, the yiewless forces behind all phenom- 
ena. 



The most interesting sub -theory of this 
ancient spiritoalism is that which explains the 
impulses and acts of men as due to the influ- 
ence of the dead. This hypothesis no mod- 
em thinker can declare irrational, since it 
can claim juBtificati<m from the scientific doc- 
trine of psychological evolution, according to 
which each living brain represents the struc- 
tural work of innumerable dead lives, — each 
character a more or less imperf ecdy balanced 
sum of countless dead experiences with good 
and evil. Unless we deny psychological he- 
redity, we cannot honestly deny that our im- 
pulses and feelings, and the higher capacities 
evolved through the feelings, have literally 
been shaped by the dead, and bequeathed to 
us by the dead; and even that the general 
direction of our mental activities has been 
determined by the power of the special ten- 
dendes bequeathed to us. In such a sense 
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the dead are indeed our Ejuni; and all om 
actions are truly influenoed by them. Figura- 
tively we may say that every mind is a world 
of ghosts, — ghosts incomparably more numer- 
ous than the acknowledged millions of the 
higher Shint5 Kami; and that the spectral 
population of one grain of brain-matter more 
than realizes the wildest fancies of the mediie- 
val schoolmen about the number of angeb 
able to stand on the point of a needle. Scien- 
tificaUy we know that within one tiny living 
cell may be stored up the whole life of a race, 
— the sum of all the past sensation of mil- 
lions of years ; perhaps even (who knows?) of 
millions of dead planets. 

But devils would not be inferior to angeb 
in the mere power of congregating upon the 
point of a needle. What of bad men and of 
bad acts in this theory of ShintS ? Motowori 
made answer: ** Whenever anything goes 
wrong in the world, it is to be attributed to 
the action of the evil gods called the Grods of 
Crookedness, whose power is so great that the 
Sun-Goddess and the Creator-GKid are some- 
times powerless to restrain them; much less 
are human beings always able to resist their 
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influenoe. The prosperity of the wicked, and 
the misfortunes of the good, which seem op- 
posed to ordinary justice, are thus exphiined/' 
All bad acts are due to the influence of evil 
deities ; and evil men may become evil Kami. 
There are no self-contradictions in this sim- 
plest of cnlts,^ — nothing complicated or hard 
to be understood. It is not certain that all 
men guilty of bad actions necessarily become 
•«gods of crookedness,'' for reasons hereafter 
to be seen ; but all men, good or bad, become 
Kami, or influences. And all evil acts are 
the results of evil influences. 

Now this teaching is in accord with certain 
facts of heredity. Our best faculties are cer- 
tainly bequests from the best of our ancestors ; 

^ I am oomidttriqf only Um pan ShlntS belltf m •>• 
povadtd by ShiatS Mholan. But it may be naaomary to 
lamSad tfaa laadar tbat both Boddbiam and Sbintoiam ava 
blaadad in Japan, not cndy witb aadi otber, bat witb Cbi> 
neaa Idaaa off Taiiona kiada. It ia doabtfnl wbatbar tba 
poia SUntS idaaa now asiit in tbair original ffonn in popular 
beliaff. We an not qnite oiear aa to the doetrine of mnlti- 
pla eoali in SUatS,—* wbatbar tba payebioal oombmation 
wai originally tbovgbt off aa dinolTad by deatb. My own 
opinion, tba reaolt off inToatigatton in diffennt parti off 
Japan, ia tbat tba mnltipia aool waa ffbnaarly baUarad ta 
tnnaia mvltfpla aftw daadi 
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oar evil qualities are inherited from natues 
in which evil, or that which we now call evil, 
once predominated. The ethical knowledge 
evolved within us by civilization demands that 
we strengthen the high powers bequeathed us 
by the best experience of our dead, and dimin- 
ish the force of the baser tendencies we inherit. 
We are under obligation to reverence and to 
obey our good Kami, and to strive against 
our gods of crookedness. The knowledge of 
the existence of both is old as human reason. 
In some form or other, the doctrine of evil 
and of good spirits in personal attendance 
upon every soul is common to most of the 
great religions. Our own medisBval faith de- 
veloped the idea to a degree which must leave 
an impress on our language for all time ; yet 
the faith in guardian angels and tempting 
demons evolutionally represents only the de- 
velopment of a cult once simple as the religion 
of the Kami. And this theory of medisBval 
faith is likewise pregnant with truth. The 
white-winged form that whispered good into 
the right ear, the black shape that murmured 
evil into the left, do not indeed walk beside the 
man of the nineteenth century, but they dwell 
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wiihin his brain ; and be knows their Yoioes 
and feels their urging as well and as often 
as did his ancestors of the Middle Ages. 

The modem ethical objection to Shinto is 
that both good and evil Ejuni are to be re- 
spected. ^^Jnst as the Mikado worshiped 
the gods of heayen and of earth, so his people 
prayed to the good gods in order to obtain 
blessings, and performed rites in honor of the 
bad gods to avert their displeasure. • • • As 
there are bad as well as good gods, it is neces- 
sary to propitiate them with o£Ferings of 
agreeable food, with the playing of harps and 
the blowing of Antes, with singing and dan- 
cing, and with whatever else is likely to put 
them in good-hnmor.*' ^ As a matter of &ot, 
in modem Japan, the evil Kami appear to re- 
ceive few ofiEerings or honors, notwithstanding 
this express declaration that they are to be 
propitiated. But it will now be obvious why 
the early missionaries characterised such % cult 
as devil-worship, — although, to ShintS im- 
agination, the idea of a devil, in the Western 
meaning of the word, never took shape. The 
seeming weakness of the doctrine is in the 

> Molwwri, twilrtiii by Sstow. 
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teaching thftt evil flpirits are not to be wamd 
upon, — a teaching essentially repellent to 
Roman Catholic feeling. Bat between the 
evil spirits of Christian and of ShintS belief 
there is a vast difference. The evil Kami is 
only the ghost of a dead man, and is not be> 
lieved to be altogether eril, — since proi»ti»> 
tion is possible. The conception of absolute, 
unmixed evil is not of the Far East Abso- 
lute evil is certainly foreign to human nature, 
and therefore impossible in human ghosts. 
The evil Kami are not devils. They are 
simply ghosts, who influence the passions of 
men ; and only in this sense the deities of the 
passions. Now ShintS is of all religions the 
most natural, and therefore in certain respeote 
the most rationaL It does not consider the 
passions necessarily evil in themselves, but 
evil only according to cause, conditions, and 
degrees of their indulgence. Being ghosts, the 
gods are altogether human, — having the vari- 
ous good and bad qualities of men in varying 
proportions. The majority are good, and the 
sum of the influence of all is toward good 
rather than eviL To appreciate the rationality 
•f this view requires a tolerably high opinioii 
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o£ mankind, — suoh an opinion as the condi- 
tions of die old society of Japan might have 
justified. No pessimist oould profess pure 
Shintoism. The doctrine is optimistic; and 
whoever has a generous faith in humanity 
will have no fault to find with the absence of 
the idea of implacable evil from its teaching. 

Now it is just in the recognition of the 
necessity for propitiating the evil ghosts that 
the ethically rational character of Shinto re- 
veals itself. Ancient experience and modem 
knowledge unite in warning us against the 
deadly error of trying to extirpate or to para- 
lyse certain tendencies in human nature, — 
tendencies which, if morbidly cultivated or 
freed from all restraint, lead to folly, to crime, 
and to countless social evils. The animal paa* 
sions, the ape-and-tiger impulses, antedate hu- 
man society, and are tiie accessories to nearly 
all crimes committed against it. But they 
cannot be killed ; and they cannot be safely 
starved. Any attempt to extirpate them would 
signify also an effort to destroy some of the 
very highest emotional faculties with which 
they remain inseparably blended. The primi- 
tive impulses cannot even be numbed save at 
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the cost of intellectual and emotional powers 
which g^ve to human life all its beauty and all 
its tenderness, but which are, nevertheless, 
deeply rooted in the archaic soil of passion. 
The highest in us had its beginnings in the 
lowest. Asceticism, by warring against the 
natural feelings, has created monsters. Theo- 
logical legislation, irrationally directed against 
human weaknesses, has only agg^vated social 
disorders ; and laws against pleasure have only 
provoked debaucheries. The history of morals 
teaches very plainly indeed that our bad 
Kami require some propitiation. The passions 
still remain more powerful than the reason in 
man, because they are incomparably older, — 
because they were once all-essential to self- 
preservation, — because they made that primal 
stratum of consciousness out of which the 
nobler sentiments have slowly g^wn. Never 
can they be suffered to rule ; but woe to who* 
soever would deny their immemorial rights I 
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Out of these primitiye, bat — as may now 
be peroeived — not irrational beliefs about 
the dead, there have been evolved •moral senti- 
ments unknown to Western civilisation. These 
are well worth considering, as they wiU prove 
in harmony with the most advanced oonception 
of ethics, — and especially with that immense 
though yet indefinite expansion of the sense 
of duty which has followed upon the under- 
standing of evolution* I do not know that we 
have any reason to congratulate ourselves upon 
the absence from our lives of the sentiments 
in question; — I am even inclined to think 
that we may yet find it morally necessary to 
cultivate sentiments of the same kind. One 
of the surprises of our future will certainly be 
a return to belieb and ideas long ago aban- 
doned upon the mere assumption that they 
contained no truth, — belief still called barbar- 
ous, pagan, medisBval, by those who condemn 
them out of traditional habit. Tear after year 
the researches of science afford us new proof 
that the savage, the barbarian, the idolater, the 
monk, each and all have arrivedt by different 



280 SOME THOUGHTS 

paths, as near to some one point of eternal 
truth as any thinker of the nineteenth century. 
We are now learning, also, that the theories 
of the astrologers and of the alchemists were 
but partially, not totally, wrong. We have 
reason even to suppose that no dream of the 
invisible world has ever been dreamed, — that 
no hypothesis of the unseen has ever been im- 
agined, — which future science will not prove 
to have contained some germ of 



Foremost among the moral sentiments of 
Shinto is that of loving gratitude to the past, 
— a sentiment having no real correspondence 
in our own emotional life. We know our past 
better than the Japanese know theirs; — we 
have myriads of books recording or consider- 
ing its every incident and condition : but we 
cannot in any sense be said to love it or to 
feel grateful to it Critical recognitions of its 
merits and of its defects ; — some rare enthu- 
siasms excited by its beauties ; many strong 
denunciations of its mistakes : these represent 
the sum of our thoughts and feelings about it. 
The attitude of our scholarship in reviewing it 
is necessarily cold ; that of our art, often more 



ABOUT ANCESTOR'-WORSHIP 281 

Uian generous; that of our religion, condeinnft- 
tory for the meet part Whatever the point 
of view from which we study it, onr attention 
is mainly directed to the work of the dead, — 
either the visible work that makes our hearts 
beat a little faster than usual while looking at 
it, or the results of their thoughts and deeds 
in relation to the society of their time. Of 
past humanity as unity, — of the millions long- 
buried as real kindred, — we either think not 
at all, or think only with the same sort of 
curiosity that we give to the subject of extinct 
races. We do indeed find interest in the 
record of some individual lives that have left 
large marks in history; — our emotions are 
stirred by the memories of great captains, 
statesmen, discoverers, reformers, — but only 
because the magnitude of that which they 
accomplished appeak to our own ambitions, 
desires, egotisms, and not at all to onr altru- 
istic sentiments in ninety-nine cases out of 
a hundred. The nameless dead to whom we 
owe most we do not trouble ourselves about, — 
we feel no gratitude, no love to thenu We 
even find it difficult to persuade ourselves that 
the love of ancestors can possibly be a real. 
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powerful, penetrating, life-moulding, religious 
emotion in any form of human society,-— 
which it certainly is in Japan. The mere 
idea is utterly foreign to our ways of think- 
ing, feeling, acting. A partial reason for 
this, of course, is that we have no common 
faith in the existence of an active spiritual 
relation between our ancestors and ourselves, 
n we happen to be irreligious, we do not 
believe in ghosts. If we are profoumlly re- 
ligious, we think of the dead as removed from 
us by judgment, — as absolutely separated 
from us during the period of our lives. It is 
tnie that among the peasantry of Roman 
Catholic countries there stiU exists a belief 
that the dead are permitted to return to earth 
once a year, — on the night of All Souls. But 
even according to this belief they are not con- 
sidered as related to the living by any stronger 
bond than memory ; and they are thought of, 

— as our collections of folk-lore bear witness, 

— rather with fear than love. 

In Japan the feeling toward the dead is 
utterly different. It is a feeling of grateful 
and reverential love. It is probably the most 
profound and powerful of the emotions of the 
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race, — that which especially directs national 
life and shapes national character. Patriot 
ism belongs to it. Filial piety depends npon 
it. Family love is rooted in it. Loyalty is 
based upon it. The soldier who, to make a 
path for his comrades through the battle, de- 
liberately flings away his life with a shout of 
*^ TeUcohu manzai/*^ — the son or daughter 
who unmurmuring sacrifices all the happiness 
of existence for the sake, perhaps, of an unde- 
serving or even cruel parent; the partisan 
who gives up friends, family, and fortune, 
rather than break the verbal promise made in 
other years to a now poverty-stricken master ; 
the wife who ceremoniously robes herself in 
white, utters a prayer, and thrusts a sword 
into her throat to atone for a wrong done to 
strangers by her husband, — all these obey 
the will and hear the approval of invisible 
witnesses. Even among the skeptical stu- 
dents of the new generation, this feeling 
survives many wrecks of faith, and the old 
sentiments are still uttered : ** Never must we 
cause shame to our ancestors;*' **it is our 
duty to pve honor to our ancestors.*' Dur- 
bg my former engagement as a teacher of 
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EngKshf it happened more than onoe ihat ig^ 
noranoe of the real meaning behind such 
phrases prompted me to change them in writ- 
ten composition. I would suggest, for exam- 
ple, that the expression, ^ to do honor to the 
memory of our ancestors,*' ¥ra8 more correct 
than the phrase given. I remember one day 
even attempting to explain why we ought not 
to speak of ancestors exactly as if they were 
living parents I Perhaps my pupils sus- 
pected me of trying to meddle with their 
beliefs ; for the Japanese never think of an 
ancestor as having become ^only a memory ** : 
their dead are 



Were there suddenly to arise within us the 
absolute certainty that our dead are still with 
us, — seeing every act, knowing our every 
thought, hearing each word we utter, aUe to 
feel sympathy with us or anger against us, 
able to help us and delighted to receive our 
help, able to love us and greatiy needing our 
love, — it is quite certain that our conceptions 
of life and duty would be vastiy changed. 
We should have to recognise our obligations 
to the past in a very solemn way. Now, with 
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the man of the Far East, the constant prea- 
enoe of the dead has been a matter of oonyio- 
tion for thousands of years: he speaks to 
them daily ; he tries to give them happiness ; 
and, unless a professional oriminal, he never 
quite forgets his duty towards them. No one, 
says Hirata, who constantly discharges that 
duty, will CTsr be disrsspectfnl to the gods or 
to his living parents. ^ Such a man wiU also 
be loyal to his friends, and kind and gentle 
with his wife and children ; for the essence of 
this devotion is in truth filial piety.'* And 
it is in thb sentiment that the secret of much 
strange feeling in Japanese character must be 
sought. Far more foreign to our world of 
sentiment than the splondid courage with 
which death is fooed, or the equanimity with 
which the most trying sacrifices are made, is 
the simple deep emotion of the boy who, in 
the presence of a ShintS shrine never seen 
before, suddenly feels the tears spring to his 
eyes. He is conscious in that moment of 
what we never emotionally recognise, — the 
prodipous debt of the present to the past, and 
the dnty of love to the dead. 
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If we think a little about oar pontioii as 
debtors, and our way of aooepting that posi- 
tion, one striking difFerenoe between Wertem 
and Far-Extern moral sentiment will become 
manifest 

There is nothing more awfol than the mere 
fact of life as mystery when that fact first 
mshes folly into oonsoioosness. Oat of un- 
known darkness we rise a mom^t into son- 
lighti look about us, rejoice and suffer, pass 
on the vibration of our being to other beings, 
and fall back again into darkness. So a wave 
rises, catches the light, transmits its motion, 
and sinks back into sea. So a plant ascends 
from clay, unfolds its leaves to light and ur, 
flowers, seeds, and becomes clay again. Only, 
the wave has no knowledge ; the plant has no 
perceptions. Each human life seems no more 
than a parabolic curve of motion out of earth 
and back to earth ; but in that brief interval 
of change it perceives the universe. The 
awfnlness of the phenomenon is that nobody 
knows anything about it. No mortal can 
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explain this most oommon, yet most inoom* 
prehensible of all facts, — life in itself; yet 
every mortal who can think has been obliged 
betimes to think about it in relation to self. 

I come out of mystery ; — I see the sky and 
the land, men and women and their worka; 
and I know that I must return to mystery ; — 
and merely what this means not even the 
greatest of philosophers — not even Mr. Her* 
bertSpenoer — can tellme. We are all of us 
riddles to ourselves and riddles to each other ; 
and space and motion and time are riddles; 
and matter is a riddle. About the before and 
the after neither the newly-born nor the dead 
have any message for us. The child is dumb ; 
the skull only grins. Nature has no consolap 
tion for us. Out of her formlessness issue 
forms which return to formlessness, — that is 
alL The plant becomes clay ; the day be- 
comes a plant. When the plant turns to day, 
what becomes of the vibration which was its 
life ? Does it go on existing viewlessly, like 
the forces that shape spectres of frondage in 
the frost upon a window-pane ? 

Within the horizon-cirde of the infinite 
enigma, countless lesser enigmas, old as the 
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world, awaited the oomisg of maiL (Edipos 
had to f aoe one Sphinx ; humanity, thonsands 
of thouBands, — all crouching among bones 
along the path of Time, and each with a 
deeper and a harder riddla All the sphinxee 
have not been Batisfied ; myriads line the way 
of the future to devour lives yet unborn ; but 
millions have been answered. We are now 
able to exist without perpetual horror because 
of the relative knowledge that guides us, — 
the knowledge won out of the jaws of destruo- 
tion. 

All our knowledge is bequeathed knowledge. 
The dead have left us record of all they were 
aUe to learn about themselves and the world, 
-—about the laws of death and life, — about 
things to be acquired and things to be avoided, 
-~ about ways of making existence less painful 
than Nature willed it, — about right and wrong 
and sorrow and happiness, — about the error 
of selfishness, the wisdom of kindness, the 
obligation of sacrifice. They left us inf ormsr 
tion of everything they could find out con- 
cerning climates and seasons and places, — 
the sun and moon and stars, — the motions 
and the composition of the universe. They 
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b60ii6fttli6d 118 slio thoir ddmionfl which Iods 
served the good purpoBS of saTiog ns from 
falliog into greater ones. They left ns the 
stoiy of their errors and efforts, their trinmphs 
and failures, their pains and joys, their loves 
and hates, — for waniing or eiuunple. They 
expected oor sympathy, beoaase they toiled 
with the kindest wiahes and hopes for ns, and 
beoanse they made oor worid. They cleared 
the land; they extirpated monsters; they 
tamed and taught the "m*™^* most useful to 
US. **' I%e mother qf KvlUfvo awoke wUhin 
her tomb^ and from the deepe of ike duet ehe 
cried to him,— * I have left thee the Dog^tied 
to a free, that thou mayeet go foUh him to 
theehaee:*'^ They domestieaied likewise the 
useful trees and plants ; and they discorered 
the places and the poweis of the metals. 
Later they created all thai we call ciTilinliont 
— trusting us to correct such mistakes as they 
could not hdp making. The sum of their 
toil is incalculable ; and all thai they hara 
given us oug^t surely to be very sacred, Tcry 
ptedous, if only by reason of the infinite pain 
and thought which it cost Yet what Occt 
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oental dieams of saying daSy, like the 
believer: — "Je forefathers of the genera^ 
tions^ and qf our families^ and of our kindred^ 
— unto yoUf the founders qf our homes^ toe 
utter the gladness qf our thanks " ? 

None. It is not only because we think the 
dead cannot hear, but because we have not 
been trained for generations to exercise our 
powers of sympathetic mental representation 
except within a very narrow circle, — the fam- 
ily circle. The Occidental family circle is a 
very small affair indeed compared with the 
Oriental family circle. In this nineteenth 
oentuiy the Occidental family is almost disinte- 
grated ; — it practically means little more than 
husband, wife, and children well under age. 
The Oriental family means not only parents 
and their blood-kindred, but grandparents and 
their kindred, and great-grandparents, and all 
the dead behind them. This idea of the 
family cultivates sympathetic representation 
to such a degree that the range of die emotion 
belonging to such representation may extend, 
as in Japan, to many groups and sub-groups 
of living families, and even, in time of na- 
tional peril, to the whole nation as one great 
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fHnily : a feeling much deeper than what ve 
call patriotism* As a religious emotion the 
feeling is infinitely extended to all the past ; 
the Uended sense of love, of loyalty, and of 
gratitude is not less real, though neoessarily 
more vagne, than the feeling to living kin- 
dred. 

In the West, after the destruction of an^ 
tiqne society, no such feeling oould remain. 
The beliefs that ocmdemned the ancients to 
hell, and forbade the praise of their works, ^- 
the doctrine that trained us to return thanks 
for OTeiything to the God of the Hebrews, 
— oraatod habits of thought and habits of 
thoughtiessness, both inimical to every feeling 
of gratitude to tiie past Then, with the de- 
oay of theology and the dawn of larger know- 
ledge, came the teaching that the dead had no 
choice in their work, — they had obeyed necea* 
sity, and we had only received from them of 
necessity the results of necessity. And to<Uy 
we still fail to recogniae that the necessity 
itself ought to compel our sympathies with 
those who obeyed it, and that its bequeathed 
results are as pathetb as they are precious. 
Such though rarely occur to us even in 
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regard to the work of the liying who aerfe ii& 
We oonsider the cost of a thing pnrchaeed or 
obtained to ourselves; — about its cost in effort 
to the producer we do not allow oarselves to 
think: indeed, we should be laughed at for 
any exhibition of conacienoe on the subject 
And our equal insensibility to the pathetic 
meaning of the work of the past, and to thai 
of the work of the present, largely explains 
the wastefulness of our civilisation, — the 
reckless consumption by luxury of the labor 
of years in the pleasure of an hour, — the in- 
humanity of the thousands of unthinking rich, 
each of whom dissipates yearly in the gratifi- 
cation of totally unnecessary wants the price 
of a hundred human lives. The oannihals of 
civilisation are unconsciously more cruel than 
those of savagery, and require much more 
flesh. The deeper humanity, — the cosmic 
emotion of humanity, — is essentially the enemy 
of useless luxury, and essentially opposed to 
any form of society which places no restraints 
upon the gratifications of sense or the pleas- 
ures of egotism. 

In the Far East, on the other hand, the 
moral duty of simplieity pf life has been 



ABOUT ANCBSTOR-WORSHIP 298 

taught from Tery anotent times, beoanae an- 
oestor-wonhip had developed and ooltivated 
this coemio emotion of humanity which we 
lack, but which we shall certainly be obliged 
to acquire at a later day, simply to save our- 
selves from extermination. Two sayings of 
lyeyasu exemplify tiie Oriental sentiment 
When yirtually master of the empire, this 
greatest of Japanese soldiers and statesmen 
was seen one day cleaning and smoothing 
with his own hands an old dusty pair of ttlk 
hslnuna or trousers. ** What you see me do,** 
he said to a retainer, ^*I am not doing be- 
cause I think of the worth of the garment In 
itself, but because I think of what it needed 
to produce it. It is the result of the toil of a 
poor woman ; and thai is why I Tilne it ^ 
toe do not ihink^ while uaing thing$f qf the 
time and ^ort requited to make them, — then 
ourttKoU qf eaneideration pute ue cna level 
vfiih the beaeteJ* Again, in the days of Ue 
greelest wealth, we hear of htm rebuking hie 
wife for wishing to furnish htm too often 
with new ekAiag. ^'When I think,'' be 
protested, "^ of the nnUitMdes atoond me, and 
ef themwalioaMto MM after ma.Ileel H 
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my dnty to be Tery spanng, for their sake, of 
the goods in my possession*** Nor has this 
spirit of simplicity yet departed from Japan. 
Even the Emperor and Empress, in the pri- 
vacy of their own apartments, continue to live 
as simply as their subjects, and devote most 
of their revenue to the alleviation of paUio 
distress. 



It is through the teachings of evolution that 
there will ultimately be developed in the West 
a moral recognition of duty to the past like 
that which ancestor-worship created in the Far 
East For even to-day whoever has mastered 
the first principles of the new philosophy can- 
not look at the commonest product of man's 
handiwork without perceiving something of 
its evolutional history. The most ordinary 
utensil will appear to him, not the mere pro- 
duct of individual capacity on the part of 
carpenter or potter, smith or cutler, but the 
product of experiment continued through 
thousands of years with methods, with mate- 
rials, and with forms. Nor will it be possible 
for him to consider tha vast time and toil 
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necessitated in the evolution of any mechan- 
ical appliance, and yet experience no generous 
sentiment. Coming generations must think 
of the material bequests of the past in relation 
to dead humanity. 

But in the development of this ^cosmio 
emotion " of humanity, a much more powerful 
factor than recognition of our material indebt- 
edness to the past will be the recognition of 
our psychical indebtedness. For we owe to 
the dead our immaterial world also, — the 
world thai lives within us, — the world of all 
that is lovable in impulse, emotion, thought. 
Whosoever understands scientifically what hn- 
num goodness is, and the terrible cost of mak* 
ing it, can find in the commonest phases of the 
humblest lives that beauty which is divine, 
and can feel that in one sense our dead avs 
truly gods. 

So long as we siqpposed the woman soul one 
in itself, — a something spedally oreatsd to 
fit one particular physical being, — the beauty 
and the wonder of mother-love could never be 
fully revealed to us. But with deeper know* 
ledge we must peioeive thai the inhmted love 
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of myriadfl of millions of dead mothers hes 
been treasured up in one life; — that onlythus 
can be interpreted the infinite sweetness of the 
speech which the infant hears, — the infinite 
tenderness of the look of caress which meets 
its gaze. Unhappy the mortal who has not 
known these ; yet what mortal can adequately 
speak of them I Truly is mother-love divine ; 
for everything by human recognition called 
divine is siunmed up in that love ; and every 
woman uttering and transmitting its highest 
expression is more than the mother of man: 
she is the Mater Dei. 

Needless to speak here about the ghostliness 
of first love, sexual love, which is illusion, — 
because the passion and the beauty of the dead 
revive in it, to dazzle, to delude, and to be- 
witch. It is very, very wonderful ; but it is 
not all good, because it is not all true. The 
real charm of woman in herself is thai which 
comes later, — when all the illusions fade away 
to reveal a reality, lovelier than any illusion, 
which has been evolving behind the phantom- 
curtain of them. What is the divine magic of 
the woman thus perceived ? Only the affec- 
tion, the sweetness, the faith, the unselfishness, 
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the intiiiti(«8 of millions of buried hearts. All 
live again ; — all throb anew, in evexy fresh 
waim beat of her own. 

Certain amazing faculties exhibited in the 
highest social life tell in another way the 
stoxy of soul structure built up by dead lives. 
Wonderful is the man who can really ^ be all 
things to all men,'* or the woman who can 
make herself twenty, fifty, a hundred different 
women, — comprehending all, penetrating all, 
unerring to estimate all others ; — seeming to 
have no individual self, but only selves in- 
numerable ; — able to meet each vaiying per- 
sonality with a soul exactly toned to the tone 
of that to be encountered. Rare these chanu>» 
ters are, but not so rare that the traveler is 
unlikely to meet one or two of them in any 
cultivated society which he has a chance of 
studying. They are essentially multiple be- 
ings, — so visibly multiple that even those who 
think of the Ego as single have to describe 
them as ** highly complex.'* Nevertheless this 
manifestation of forty or fifty different char- 
acters in the same person is a phenomenon so 
remarkable (especially remarkable because it 
is commonly manifested in youth kmg before 
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relative experience could possibly account 
for it) that I cannot but wonder bow few 
persons frankly realize its signification. 

So likewise with what have been termed the 
^ intuitions " of some forms of genius, — par- 
ticularly those which relate to the representa- 
tion of the emotions. A Shakespeare would 
always remain incomprehensible on the ancient 
soul-theory. Taine attempted to explain him 
by the phrase, ** a perfect imagination ; '* — and 
the phrase reaches far into the truth. But 
what is the meaning of a perfect imagination ? 
Enormous multiplicity of soul-life, — countless 
past existences revived in one. Nothing else 
can explain it. ... It is not, however, in the 
world of pure intellect that the story of psy- 
chical complexity is most admirable : it'u in 
the world which speaks to our simplest emo- 
tions of love, honor, sympathy, heroism. 

** But by such a theory,'* some critic may 
observe, ^' the source of impulses to heroism 
is also the source of the impulses that people 
jails. Both are of the dead.'* This is true. 
We inherited evil as well as good. Being 
oomposites only, — still evolving, still beoom- 
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ing, — we inherit imperfections. Bat the boi^ 
Tivalof the fittest in impulses is certainly 
proven by the average moral condition of hu- 
manity, — Qsing the word ^^fittest " in its ethi- 
cal sense. In spite of all the misexy and vice 
and crime, nowhere so terribly developed as 
under onr own so^adled Christian civilization, 
the fact must be patent to any one who has 
lived much, traveled much, and thonght mnch, 
that the mass of humanity is good, and there- 
fore that the vast majority of impulses be- 
queathed us by past humanity is good. Also 
it is certain that tiie more normal a social con- 
dition, the better its humanity. Through all 
the past the good Kami have always managed 
to keep the bad Kami from controlling the 
world. And with the acceptation of this 
truth, our future ideas of wrong and of right 
must take immense expansion. Just as a 
heroism, or any act of pure goodness for a 
noble end, must assume a preciousness hereto- 
fore unsuspected, — so a real crime must come 
to be regarded as a crime less against the ex- 
isting individual or society, than against the 
sum of human experience, and the whole past 
struggle of ethical aspiration. Beal goodness 



800 SOME THOUQHTS 

will, therefore, be more prized, and real erima 
less leniently judged. And (he earlj ShintS 
teaching, that no code of ethios is neoessaiy, 
— that the right role of human conduct can 
always be known by consulting the heart, — 
is a teaching which will doubtless be accepted 
by a more perfect humanity than that of the 
present. 

VI 

^ Evolution,** the reader may say, ** does in- 
deed show through its doctrine of heredity 
that the living are in one sense really con* 
trolled by the dead. But it also shows that 
the dead are within us, not without us. They 
are part of us; — there is no proof Aat they 
have any existence which is not our own. 
Gratitttde to the past would, therefore, be 
gratitude to ourselves ; love of the dead would 
be self-love. So that your attempt at analogy 
ends in the absurd." 

No. Ancestor-worship in its primitive form 
may be a symbol only of truth. It may be an 
index or foreshadowing only of the new moral 
duty which larger knowledge must force upon 
%s: the duty of reverence and obedience to the 
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laorifioial past of humaa ethioal eiqperienoe. 
But it mayalflo be mneh moie. The facts of 
heredity can never afford but half an esEpIaaa- 
tion of the facts of psychology. A plant pro- 
duces ten, twenty, a hundred plants without 
yielding up its own life in the process. An 
animal gives birth to many young, yet lives on 
with all its physical capacities and its small 
powers of thought undiminished. Children 
are bom ; and the parents survive them. In- 
herited the mental life certainly is, not less 
than the physical ; yet the reproductive cells, 
the least specialised of all ceUs, whether in 
plant or in animal, never take away, but only 
repeat the parental being. Continually mul- 
tiplying, each conveys and transmits the whole 
experience of a race; yet leaves the whole 
experience of the race behind it. Here is the 
marvel inexplicable : the self-multiplication of 
physical and psychical being, — life after life 
thrown off from the parent life, each to be- 
come complete and reproductive. Were all 
the parental life given to the offspring, he- 
redity might be said to favor the doctrine of 
materialism. But like the deities of Hindoo 
legend, the Self multiplies and still remains 
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the same, with fall capacities for oontiniied 
multiplicatioii. Shinto has its doctrine of 
souls multiplying by fission ; but the facts of 
psychological emanation axe infinitely more 
wonderful than any theory. 

The great religions have recognised that 
heredity could not explain the whole question 
of self, — could not account for the fate of the 
original residual self. So they have generally 
united in holding the inner independent of the 
outer being. Science can no more fully de» 
cide the issues they have raised than it can 
decide the nature of Beality-in-itself . Again 
we may vainly ask. What becomes of the 
forces which constituted the vitality of a dead 
plant? Much more difficult the question. 
What becomes of the sensations which formed 
the psychical life of a dead man? — sinoe no- 
body can explain the umplest sensation. We 
know only that during life oertain aotiye 
forces within the body of the planter the body 
of the man adjusted themselves continually to 
outer forces ; and that after the interior forces 
could no longer respond to the pressure of 
the exterior forces, — then the body in which 
the f onner were stored was dissolved into the 
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elements oat of which it had been built up. 
We know nothing more of the nltimate natore 
of those elements than we know of the nlti- 
mate nature of the tendencies which united 
them. But we have more right to believe the 
oltimates of life persist after the dissolution 
of the forms they created, than to belieye they 
cease. The theory of spontaneous generation 
(misnamed, for only in a qualified sense can 
the term ** spontaneous " be applied to the 
theory of the beginnings of mundane life) is 
a theory which the evolutionist must aooepti 
and which can frighten none aware of the eri- 
dence of chemistiy that matter itself is 4n 
evolution. The real theory (not the theory of 
organised life beginning in bottled infusions, 
but of the life primordial arising upon a plane* 
taiy surface) has enormous — nay, infinite — 
spritual significance. It requires the belief 
that all potentialities of life and thought and 
emotion pass from nebula to universe, from 
system to system, from star to planet or moon, 
and again back to oydonic storms of atomicity; 
it means that tendencies survive sunbumings, 
— survive all cosmic evolutions and disin* 
tngaJAam. The elements are evolutionaiy 
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proiluotB only ; and the difference of nnivene 
from universe must be the creation of tenden- 
cies, — of a form of heredity too vast and 
complex for imagination. There is nochanoe. 
There is only law. Each fresh evolution must 
be influenced by previous evolutions, — just 
as each individual human life is influenced 
by the experience of all the lives in its ances- 
tral chain. Must not the tendencies even of 
the ancestral forms of matter be inherited by 
the forms of matter to come ; and may not the 
acts and thoughts of men even now be helping 
to shape the character of future worlds ? No 
longer is it possible to say that the dreams 
of the Alchemists were absurdities. And no 
longer can we even assert that all material 
phenomena are not determined, as in the 
thought of the ancient East, by soul-polarities. 
Whether our dead do or do not continue 
to dwell without us as well as within us, — a 
question not to be decided in our present un- 
developed state of comparative blindness, — 
certain it is that the testimony of cosmic facts 
accords with one weird belief of Shinto : the 
belief that all things are determined by the 
dead, — whether by ghosts of men or ghosts 
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of worlds. Even as our personal lives are 
ruled by the now viewless lives of the past, so 
doubtless the life of our Earth, and of the sys- 
tem to which it belongs, is ruled by ghosts of 
spheres innumerable: dead universes, — dead 
suns and planets and moons, — as forms long 
since dissolved into the night, but as forces 
unmortal and eternally working. 

Back to the Sun, indeed, like the Shintoist, 
we can trace our descent ; yet we know that 
even there the beginning of us was not. In- 
finitely more remote in time than a million 
sun-lives was that beginning, — if it can truly 
be said there was a beginning. 

The teaching of Evolution is that we are 
one with that unknown Ultimate, of which 
matter and human mind are but ever^shanging 
manifestations. The teaching of Evolution is 
also that each of us is many, yet that all of 
us are still one with each other and with the 
cosmos ; — that we must know all past hu« 
manity not only in ourselves, but likewise in 
the preciousness and beauty of every feUow« 
life; — that we can best love ourselves in 
others ;— that we shall best serve ourselves in 
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others ; —• that forms are but veils and phan- 
toms ; — and that to the formless Infinite alone 
really belong all human emotions, whether of 
the living or the dead. 
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The ntme is on a iMtper-laatem at tiia 
entrasoe of a lionae in the Street of the 
Greiftha* 

Seen at night tlie street is one of the qneer- 
est in the world. It is narrow as a gangway ; 
and the dark shining woodwork of the house- 
fronts, all tightly closed, — each having a tmy 
sliding door with paper-panes that look just 
like frosted glass, — makes yon think of first> 
class passenger-cabins. Really the boildings 
are several stories high ; but you do not ob- 
serve this at once, — especially if there be no 

1 " To with to U f ofgoMM by dhs UloTtd if A M«l4Mk 
hndUr Isr UuHi tryli« Mi to fQiS«t"~ Pmm Bf Knmia 
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moon, — beoftttfle only the lower stories are 
illuminated up to their awnings, aboye which 
all is darkness. The illumination is made by 
lamps behind the narrow paper-paned doors, 
and by the paper-lanterns hanging outside, — 
one at every door. You look down the street 
between two lines of these lanterns, — lines 
converging faiH>ff into one motionless bar of 
yellow light. Some of the lanterns are egg- 
shaped, some cylindrical ; others four-sided or 
six-sided ; and Japanese characters are beauti- 
fully written upon them. The street is very 
quiet, — silent as a display of cabinet-work in 
some great exhibition after closing-time. This 
is because the inmates are mostly away, — at- 
tending banquete and other festivities. Their 
life is of the night. 

The legend upon the first lantern to the left 
asyoug0 80uthis"^fioya: uchi aiCaia;'' 
and that means The House of Gold wherein 
O-Kate dwells. The lantern to the right tells 
of the House of Nishimura, and of a girl 
Miyotsuru, — which name sigpiifies The Stork 
Magnificently Existing. Next upon the left 
oomes the House of Kajite; — and in that 
house are Kohana, the Flower-Bud^ and 
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Himlwi, whoie liee ispiettf at llielieeoi m 
doIL Opposifte is the Houie Nagftje, wbeteia 
lire KiwiW and Kimiko. • • • And tbb In* 
minoas dooUe litan j of vmwtm is hslfamila 
long. 

The mseription on llie kntemof Aelast- 
naned home laraab ihb iclaiionslnp bdiraen 
jJAjfluka and Ji^nnifcoiB ^^^ and 7^6* soflBSCbinif 
BMire; for Kiwiko is sljrlod Ni^ d i ri me, an 
hoBontw lin t I m slstaWn litia wUdi •■ £"" ^ # 
tkatsheisonlfKiniikoNo.2. Kintika is die 
tfurlipr and nustrcse : she hss edngsted two 
geisha, hoCh nasMd* or mdwr rsnaaMd bjr her, 
Kiniiho; and this Me of Ae sesse naaM twiee 
is ptooC pontm dbet the itst Kiauko — * JSbU- 
disMie— nnst hate been edehtated. The 

appdhitaon home bjr an oalndijr 

rer giren te her 




hate good and snAeieat 

the honse. '— > iMMhIasr onen ihMt 
of a door whieh sets a g^^g-WU 
tm snan n ar e nsitep-^yoa might be 
able te ese Kiankay wff f id fd her little teoape 
be net f gigi f d lor the ereaiag. Yon woald 
a wtT intdUgsnt ncssonu and well 
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worth talking to. She can tell, wlien she 
pleases, the most remarkable stories, — real 
flesb-and-blood stories, — true stories of hu- 
man nature. For the Street of the GMsha is 
full of traditions, — tragic, oomio, melo- 
dramatio ; — every house has its memories ; 
— and Kimika knows them alL Some are 
very, very terrible; and some would make 
you laugh ; and some would make yon think. 
The story of the first Kimiko belongs to the 
last class. It is not one of the most extraor- 
dinary ; but it is one of the least difficult for 
Western people to understand. 

n 

There is no more Ichi-dai-me Kimiko: she 
is only a remembrance. Kimika was quite 
young when she called that Kimiko her pro- 
fessional sister. 

** An exceedingly wonderful girl,** is what 
Kimika says of Kimiko. To win any renown 
in her profession, a geisha must be pretty or 
yery clever ; and the famous ones are usually 
both, — having been selected at a very early 
age by their trainers according to the promise 
of such qualities. Even the commoner dass 
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of tingiDg-girIi rnntt have somo oharm in their 
best yean, — if only that beauti du diaHe 
which inspired the Japanese proverb that even 
a devil is pretty at eighteen.^ Bat Kimiko 
was mnch more than pretty. She was aooord- 
ing to the Japanese ideal of beauty ; and that 
standard is not reached by one woman in a 
hundred thonsand. Also she was more than 
clever : she was aooomplished. She composed 
very dainty poems,— *eoald arrange flowers 
exquisitely, perform tea-cerenumies fanltlcssly, 
embroider, make silk mosaic: in short, she 
was genteel. And her first pablio lypea r ance 
made a flatter in the fast world of KySto. 
It was evident that she coald make almost 
any eonqnest she ideased, and that fortnne 
was before her. 

Bat it soon became evident, also, that she 
had been perfectly tnuned for her profsssion* 
8h(b had been tang^ how to eondoet herself 
under almost any posrible drcomstaaess ; for 
what she eould not have known Kimika knew 
Of ei y thi ng about : the power of beauty, and 
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the weakness of passion ; the craft of promisfla 
and the worth of indifference ; and all the folly 
and evil in the hearts of men. So Kiniiko 
made few mistakes and shed few tears. 
By and by she proved to be, as Kimika wished, 
— slightly dangerous. So a lamp is to night- 
fliers: otherwise some of them would put it 
out. The duty of the lamp is to make pleas- 
ant things visible : it has no malice. Elimiko 
had no malice, and was not too dangerous. 
Anxious parents discovered that she did not 
want to enter into respectable families, nor 
even to lend herself to any serious romances. 
But she was not particularly merciful to that 
class of youtlis who sign documents with their 
own blood, and ask a dancing-girl to cut off 
the extreme end of the little finger of her left 
hand as a pledge of eternal affection. She 
was mischievous enough with them to cure 
them of their folly. Some rich folks who of- 
fered her lands and houses on condition of 
owning her, body and soul, found her less 
merciful. One proved generous enough to 
purchase her freedom unconditionally, at a 
price which made Kimika a rich woman ; and 
Kimiko was grateful, — but she remained a 
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gdsha. She managed her rebu£b with too 
much tact to excite hate, and knew how to 
heal despairs in most cases. There were ex- 
ceptions, of course. One old man, who thought 
life not worth living unless he could get Ki- 
miko all to himself, invited her to a banquet 
one evening, and asked her to drink wine with 
him. But Kimika, accustomed to read faces, 
deftly substituted tea (which has precisely the 
same color) for Kimiko*s wine, and so instinc- 
tively saved the girl's precious life, — for only 
ten minutes later the soul of the silly host was 
on its way to the Meido alone, and doubtless 
greatly disappointed. . . • After that night 
Kimika watched over Kimiko as a wild cat 
guards her kitten. 

The kitten became a fashionable mania, a 
erase, — a delirium, — one of the great sights 
and sensations of the period. There is a for- 
eign prince who remembers her name: he 
sent her a gift of diamonds which she never 
wore. Other presents in multitude she re- 
oeived from all who could afford the luxury 
of pleasing her ; and to be in her good graces, 
even for a day, was the ambition of the 
^ gilded youth.*' Nevertheless she allowed no 
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one to imagine himself a speeial faTorite, and 
refused to make any contracts for perpetoal 
affection. To any protests on the subject she 
answered that she knew her place. Even re- 
spectable women spoke not unkindly of her, 
— because her name never figured in any stoiy 
of family unhappiness. She really kept her 
place. Time seemed to make her more diarm- 
ing. Other geisha grew into fame, but no one 
was even classed with her. Some manufacy 
turers secured the sole right to use her pho- 
tograph for a label; and that label made a 
fortune for the firm. 

But one day the startling news was abroad 
that Kimiko had at last shown a very soft 
heart. She had actually said good-by to 
Eamika, and had gone away with somebody 
able to give her all the pretty dresses she 
could wish for, — somebody eager to give her 
social position also, and to silence gossip about 
her naughty past, — somebody willing to die 
for her ten times over, and already half-dead 
for love of her. Kimika said that a fool had 
tried to kill himself because of Kimiko, and 
tiiat Kimiko had taken pity on him, and 
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nnned him back to fooliahneM. Taiko Hide* 
yoahi had said that there were only two things 
in this world which he feaied, — a fool and a 
dark mght. Kimika had always been afraid 
of a fool ; and a fool had taken Kimiko away. 
And she added« with not nnselflsh tears, that 
yimiko would never oome back to her : it was 
a case of love on both sides for the time of 
several existences. 

Nevertheless, Kimika was only half right. 
She was very shrewd indeed; bnt she had 
never been able to see into certain private 
chambers in the sonl of Kimiko. If she 
coold have seen, she wonld have screamed for 
astonishment. 

m 

Between Kimiko and other geisha there was 
a di£Eerenoe of gentle blood. Before she took 
a professional name, her name was Ai, which, 
written with the proper character, means love. 
Written with another character the same 
word-sound signifies grief. The story of Ai 
was a story of both g^ef and love. 

She had been nicely brought up. As a 
duld she had been sent to a private sohool 
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kept by an old samurai, — where the litde 
girls squatted on cushions before little writing- 
tables twelve inches high, and where the 
teachers taught without salary. In these days 
when teachers get better salaries than civil- 
service officials, the teaching is not nearly so 
honest or so pleasant as it used to be. A 
servant always accompanied the child to and 
from the school-house, cariying her books, her 
writing-box, her kneeling cushion, and her 
little table. 

Afterwards she attended an elementary 
public school. The first " modem " text-books 
had just been issued, — containing Japanese 
translations of English, Grerman, and French 
stories about honor and duty and heroism, ex- 
cellently chosen, and illustrated with tiny in- 
nocent pictures of Western people in costumes 
never of this world. Those dear pathetic lit- 
tle text>books are now curiosities : they have 
long been superseded by pretentious compilar 
tions much less lovingly and sensibly edited. 
Ai learned well. Once a year, at examination 
time, a great official would visit the school, 
and talk to the children as if they were all his 
own, and stroke each silky head as he die- 
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tribotod tbe prises. He ib now a leidred 
statesman, and has doubtless forgotten Ai ; -— 
and in the schools of to^y nobody oaressea 
little girls, or gives them prises. 

Then came those reoonstructive changes by 
which families of rank were reduced to ob- 
scurity and poverty; and Ai had to leave 
schooL Many great sorrows followed, till 
there remained to her only her mother and an 
infant sister. The mother and Ai could do 
little but weave ; and by weaving alone they 
could not earn enough to live. House and 
lands first, — then, article by article, all things 
not necessary to existence — heirlooms, trin- 
kets, costly robes, crested lacquer-ware — 
passed cheaply to those whom miseiy makes 
rich, and whose wealth is called by the people 
Namida no kane^ — ^*the Money of Tears.'* 
Help from the living was scanty, — for most 
of the samurai -families of kin were in like 
distress. But when there was nothing left to 
sell, — not even Ai's little school-books, — 
help was sought from the dead. 

For it was remembered that the father of 
Ai*s father had been buried with his sword« 
the gift of a daimyo ; and that tbe mountings 
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of the weapon were of gold. So the gnm 
was opened, and the grand hilt of corions 
workmanship exchanged for a oommon one, 
and the ornaments of the laoqnered sheath re- 
moved. But the good blade was not taken, 
beoanse the warrior might need it. Ai saw 
2iis face as he sat ereet in the great red-day 
am which served in Ueu of coffin to the 
samurai of high rank when buried by the 
ancient rite. His features were still recog- 
nizable after all those years of sepulture ; and 
he seemed to nod a grim assent to what had 
been done as his sword was given back to 



At last the mother of Ai became too weak 
aad ill to work at the loom; and the gold of 
the dead had been spent Ai said : — ^^ Mo- 
ther, I know there is but one thing now to do. 
Let me be sold to the dancing -prls.** Hie 
mother wept, and made no reply. Ai did 
not weep, but went out alone. 

She remembered that in other days, when 
banquets were given in her &ther's house, and 
dancers served the wine, a free geisha named 
Kimika had often caressed her. She went 
stiaight to the house of Kimika. ^ I want 
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yoa to buy me,'* said Ai ; — ** and I want a 
great deal of money/' Kimika laughed, and 
petted her, and made her eat, and heard her 
story, — which was bravely told, without one 
tear. ^ VLj child," said Elimika, ^ I cannot 
give you a great deal of money ; for I hare 
very litde. But this I can do : — I can prom- 
ise to support your mother. That will be bet- 
ter than to give her much money for you,^ 
because your mother, my child, has been a 
great lady, and therefore cannot know how 
to use money cunningly. Ask your honored 
mother to sign the bond, — promising that 
you will stay with me till you are twenty-four 
years old, or until such time as you can pay 
me back. And what money I can now spare, 
take home with you as a free gift." 

Thus Ai became a geisha ; and Kimika re- 
named her Kimiko, and kept the pledge to 
maintain the mother and the child-eister. The 
mother died before Eamiko became famous ; 
the little sister was put to schooL Afterwards 
those things already told came to pass. 

The young man who had wanted to die for 
love of % danoing-prl was worthy of better 
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things. He was an only son ; and his parents, 
wealthy and titled people, were willing to 
make any saorifice for him, -— even that of ac- 
cepting a geisha for daughter-in-law. More- 
over they were not altogether displeased with 
Kimiko, because of her sympathy for their 
boy. 

Before going away, Kimiko attended the 
wedding of her young sister, Um^, who had 
just finished school. She was good and pretty. 
Kimiko had made the match, and used her 
wicked knowledge of men in making it. She 
chose a veiy plain, honest, old-fashioned mer- 
chant, — a man who could not have been bad, 
even if he tried. Um£ did not question the 
wisdom of her sister's choice, which time 
proved fortunate. 

IV 

It was in the period of the fourth moon that 
Kimiko was carried away to the home pre- 
pared for her, — a place in which to forget 
all the impletfsant realities of life, — a sort 
of fairy-palace lost in the charmed repose 
of great shadowy silent high-walled gardens. 
Therein she might have felt as one reborn, by 
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reason of good deeds, into the realm of HoraL 
But the spring passed, and the summer cameii 
— and Kimiko remained simply Kimiko. 
Three times she had contrived, for reasons 
unspoken, to put off the wedding-day. 



In the period of the eighth moon, Kimiko 
oeased to be playful, and told her reasons 
▼ery gently but very firmly : — ** It is time 
that I should say what I have long delayed 
saying. For the sake of the mother who gave 
me life, and for the sake of my little sister, I 
have lived in hell. All that is past ; but the 
sooroh of the fire is upon me, and there is no 
power that can take it away. It is not for 
such as I to enter into an honored family, — 
nor to bear you a son, — nor to build up your 
house. . • . Suffer me to speak; for in the 
knowing of wrong I am very, very much ¥riser 
than you. . . • Never shall I be your wife to 
become your shame. I am your companion 
only, your play-fellow, your guest of an hour, 
— and this not for any gifts. When I shall 
be no longer with you ^ nay I certainly that 
day must come 1 — you will have clearer sight 
I shall still be dear to you, but not in the 
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same way as now^ whieh is foolishnass. You 
will remember these words out of my heart 
Some tme sweet lady will be chosen for yon, 
to become the mother of yonr children. I 
shall see them ; but the place of a wife I shall 
never take, and the joy of a mother I musk 
never know. I am only yonr folly, my be- 
loved, — an illusion, a dream, a shadow flitting 
across your life. Somewhat more in later 
time I may become, but a wife to you never, 
— neither in this existence nor in the next 
Ask me again — and I go.** 



In the period of the tenth moon, and with- 
out any reason imaginable, Kimiko disap- 
peared,— 'vanished, — utterly ceased to exist 



Nobody knew when or how or whither she 
had gone. Even in the neighborhood of the 
home she had left, none had seen her pass. 
At first it seemed that she must soon return. 
Of all her beautiful and precious things — her 
robes, her ornaments, her presents : a fortune 
in themselves — she had taken nothing. But 
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weoks paited without word or ngn ; and it was 
feaxed that something terrible had be&Uen 
her. BiTSis were dragged^ and wells were 
searched. Inquiries were made by telegraph 
^md by letter. Trusted servants were lent to 
look for her. Bewards were offered for any 
news— espeoially a reward to Kimiha, who 
was really attached to the girl, and would have 
been only too happy to find her without any 
reward at alL But the mystexy remained a 
mysteiy. Application to the authorities would 
have been useless : the fugitive had done no 
wrong, broken no law ; and the vast machineiy 
of the imperial police-system waa not to be set 
in motion by the passionate whim of a boy. 
Months grew into years ; but neither Kimiksi 
nor the litde sister in Kyoto, nor any one of 
the thousands who had known and admired 
the beautiful dancer, CTcr saw Eimiko again* 
But what she had foretold came true; — 
for time dries all tears and quiets all longing ; 
and even in Japan one does not really try to 
die twice for tho same despair. The lover of 
Kimiko became wiser; and there was found 
for him a Tery sweet person for wife, who 
gave him a son. And other years passed; 
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and there was happiness in the foiiy-home 
where Kimiko had once been. 

There came to that home one morning, 
as if seeking alms, a traveling nun ; and the 
child, hearing her Buddhist cry of *^Ha — «/ 
ha — t/'' ran to the gate. And presently a 
house-servant, bringing out the customary gift 
of rice, wondered to see the nun caressing the 
child, and whispering to him. Then the little 
one cried to the servant, ** Let me give I '* — 
and the nun pleaded from imder the veiling 
shadow of her great straw hat : ** Honorably 
allow the child to give me.*' So the boy put 
the rice into the mendicant's bowL Then she 
thanked him, and asked : — ^ Now will yon 
say again for me the little word idiich I prayed 
you to tell your honored father? " And the 
child lisped : — ^ Father ^ one iohom you mil 
never see again in this worlds soys thai her 
heart is glad because she has seen your son/* 

The nun laughed softly, and caressed him 
again, and passed away swiftly ; and the ser- 
vant wondered more than ever, while the child 
ran to tell his father the words of the mendi- 
cant. 

But the father's eyes dimmed as be heavd 
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ibe words, and lie wept OTor his boy. For he, 
and only be, knew wbo bad been at tbe gate, 
— and tbe aacrificial meaning of all tbat bad 
been bidden. 

Now be ibinks mucb, but tells bis tbongbt 
to no one. 

He knows tbat tbe space between son and 
snn is less tban tbe space between bimself and 
tbe woman wbo loved bim. 

He knows it were vain to ask in wbat re- 
mote city, in wbat fantastic riddle of narrow 
nameless streets, in wbat obscure little temple 
known only to tbe poorest poor, sbe waits for 
tbe darkness before tbe Dawn of tbe Immeaa- 
nrable Ligbt, — wben tbe Face of tbe Teacber 
will smile npon ber, — wben tbe Voice of tbe 
Teacber will say to ber, in tones of sweetness 
deeper tban ever came from buman lover*s 
lips: — **0 my daughter in the Law^ thou 
hast practiced the perfect way; thou hast he- 
lieved and underetood the highest truth ; ^ 
therefore came I now to meet and to welcome 
thee/*' 
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THBEE FOFDLAB BALLADS' 

DimxNO the spriiig of 1891, 1 Titited the Mt- 
tlement in M«tmi^ Isiiiiio» of aa oateaet people 
known m the yamo'fUhnumo. Some reenlte of 
the TiBit were eabeeqne n tly eommnnioted to the 
<<Japui Mail,'' in a letter pablithed June 13, 
1891, mad eome ezttacto from that letter I think 
it WMj be worth while to eite here, hj mj of in- 
trodnetkm to the eabjeet of the preaent paper* 

''The aettlanMot ia at the aoathem end of ICa* 
tao^ in a tinj' Talley, or rather hollow among the 
hilla iHiich form a half-cirele behind the eitj* 
Few Japaneae of the better riaaaaa hate ever Tia- 
ited. audi a Tillage; and eren the pooreat of the 
eommon people ^nn the plaee aa thej would ahnn 
a eentre of eontagioni for the idea of defile* 
ment, both moral and pfajaieal* ia atill attached 
to the Terjr name of ita inhabitaata. Tboa, al- 
tho«ic^ the aettlement ia within half an hoor'a 
walk from the heart of the eitj, probabljr not 
half a doien of the thirtj-aix thooaand reaidettta 
of liatantf hare viaited it* 

18M. 
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^There are four distinet oateast danes in 
ICatsu^ and its environi : the hachiycLj the Aroyo-MO- 
mono^ the yama^no'numo^ and the eta of Sngnta. 

** There are two settlements of hachiya. 
These were formerly the public executioners* and 
served under the police in various capacities. 
Although hj ancient law the lowest class of pa^ 
riahs, their intelligence was sufficiently cultivated 
by police service and by contact with superiors 
to elevate them in popular opinion above the other 
outcasts. They are now manufacturers of bamboo 
cages and baskets. They are said to be descend* 
ants of the family and retainers of Taira-no-Ma- 
sakado-Heishino, the only man in Japan who ever 
seriously conspired to seize the imperial throne 
by armed force, and who was killed by the famous 
general Taira-no-Sadamori. 

**The koya-no-mono are slaughterers and deal- 
ers in hides. They are never allowed to enter 
any house in ICatsu^ except the shop of a dealer 
in geia and other foot-gear. Originally vagrants, 
they were permanently settled in Matsu^ by some 
famous daimyo, who built for them small houses 
— koya — on the bank of the canal. Hence their 
name. As for the eta proper, their condition 
and calling are too familiar to need conunent in 
this connection. 

^'The yaina-nO'mono are so called because they 
live among the hills {yama) at the southern end 
of Matsu^. They have a monopoly of the rag- 
and-waste-paper business, and are buyers of all 
sorts of refuse, from old bottles to broken-down 
machinery. Some of them are rich. Indeed, 
the whole class is, compared with other outcast 
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clMset, protperooB. NeTerthelets, pablie preju- 
dice against them is still almost as strong as in 
the years previoos to tlie abrogation of the spe- 
cial laws concerning them. Under no conceivable 
circumstances could any of them obtain employ- 
ment as servants. Their prettiest girls in olrl 
times often became jof9; but at no time could 
they enter a jordya in any neighboring city, much 
less in their own, so they were sold to establish- 
ments in remote places. A yama^no-^nano to- 
day could not even become a kurumaya* He 
could not obtain employment as a common laborer 
in any capacity, except by going to some distant 
city where he could hope to conceal his origin. 
But if detecte<l under such conditions he would 
run serious rink of being killed by his fellow- 
laborers. Under any circumstance it would be 
difficult for a yama-no'mono to pass himself oft 
for a heimin. Centuries of isolation and preju- 
dice have fixed and moulded the manners of the 
class in recognizable ways; and even its language 
has become a special and curious dialect. 

^I was anxious to see something of a class so 
singularly situated and specialised; and I had the 
good fortune to meet a Japanese gentleman who, 
although belonging to the highest class of Matsu^ 
was kind enough to agree to accompany me to 
their village, where he had never been himself. 
On the way thither he told me many curious 
things about the yama-no-fiiono. In feudal times 
these people had been kindly treated by the «a- 
mitrai ; and they were often allowed or invited to 
enter the courts of $amurai dwellings to sing and 
dance, for which performances they were 



880 APPENDIX 

The songa and the dances witii which Hiej were 
able to entertain even those aristocratic families 
were known to no other people, and were called 
Daihokw'mau Singing the Daikoku'mai was, 
in fact, the special hereditary art of the yamo-iuH 
monoy and represented their highest eomprehen* 
sion of ssthetic and emotional matters. In for- 
mer times they could not obtain admittance to a 
respectable theatre; and, like the hachiyOy had 
theatres of their own. It would be interesting, 
my friend added, to leam the origin of their 
songs and their dances; for their songs are not 
in their own special dialect, but in pure Japanese. 
And that they should have been able to preserve 
this oral liteiature without deterioration is espe^ 
cially remarkable from the fact that the yama* 
no-mono were never taught to read or write. 
They could not even avail themselves of those 
new educational opportunities which the era of 
Meiji has given to the masses; prejudice is stiU 
far too strong to allow of their children being 
happy in a public school. A small special school 
might be possible, though there would perhaps be 
no small difficulty in obtaining willing teachers.* 
"The hollow in which the village stands is 
immediately behind the Buddhist cemetery of 
Tokdji. The settlement has its own Shinto tem- 
ple. I was extremely surprised at the aspect of 
the place ; for I had expected to see a good deal 

' Sinee ths tiim thli letter to the MaU was wxitten, a 
primary eohool haa been eetablished for the yawa-no-weiio, 
thronfrh the beneroleaoe of HatniA dtiieBS eapeiior to 
prejndiee. The midertaldiig did not eooape ■erare local 
ofitieiaBi, hut it aeema to have proved ■nenearfaL 
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of Qglinatt and flllh. On the eontmy, I taw % 
mnltitiide of nest dwellingB, with pretty gardens 
aboat them, and pictures on the walls of the 
rooms. There were many trees; the village was 
green with shrubs and plants, and picturesque to 
an extreme d^;ree; for, owing to the irregularity 
of the ground, the tiny streets climbed up and 
down hill at all sorts of angles, — the loftiest 
street being fifty or sixty feet above the lower- 
most. A large publie bath-house and a public 
laundry bore eridence that the yama^whmtmo 
liked clean linen as well as their hwmin neigh- 
bors on the other side of the liill. 

^A crowd soon gathered to look at the stran- 
gers who had come to their Tillage, — a rare event 
for them. The faces I saw seemed much like 
the faces of the Aatmifi, except that I fancied the 
ugly ones were uglier, making the pretty ones 
appear more pretty by contrast. There were one 
or two sinister facM, recalling faces of gypsiee 
that I had seen; while some little girls, on the 
other handy had remarkably pleasing features* 
There were no exchanges of ciyilitiss, as upon 
meeting heimin; a Japanese of the better class 
would as soon think of taking oft his hat to • 
yamo'iuhmono as a West-Indian planter would 
think of bowing to a negro. The yamo-no-iMOfi^ 
themselves usually show by their attitude that 
they expect no forms. None of the men saluted 
us; but some of the women, on being kindly 
addressed, made obeisance. Other women, weav« 
ing coarse straw sandals (an inferior quality of 
adri), would answer only ^ yes ' or ^ no ' to ques* 
tioosy and seemed to be suspicious of us. My 
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friend called my attention to the faet that the 
women were dressed differently from Japanese 
women of the ordinary classes. For examplcy 
even among the very poorest Aetmtn there axe 
certain accepted laws of costnme ; there are cer- 
tain colors which may or may not be wom« ac- 
cording to age. But even elderly women among 
these people wear obi of hri^t red or yariegated 
hnes, and kimono of a showy tint. 

''Those of the women seen in the city streets, 
selling or hajring, are the elders only. The 
yonnger stay at home. The elderly women al- 
ways go into town with large baskets of a pecul- 
iar shape, by which the fact that they are yaimc- 
no-mono is at once known. Numbers of these 
baskets were visible, principally at the doors of 
the smaller dwellings. They are carried on the 
back, and are used to contain all that the yamoL^ 
no-mono buy, — old paper, old wearing apparel, 
bottles, broken glass, and scrap-metal. 

*'A woman at last ventured to invite us to her 
house, to look at some old colored prints she 
wished to sell. Thither we went, and were as 
nicely received as in a heimin residence. The 
pictures — including a number of drawings by 
Hiroshige — proved to be worth buying; and my 
friend then asked if we could have the pleasure 
of hearing the Daikoku-mai. To my great satis- 
faction the projMsal was well received; and on 
our agreeing to pay a trifle to each singer, a small 
Ivand of neat-looking young girls, whom we had 
not seen before, made their appearance, and pre- 
pared to sing, while an old woman made ready to 
dance. BoUi the old woman and the girls pro- 



APPENDIX 888 

▼ided themidTM with enrioua instramenU for tlw 
perf ormaiiee. Three girla had instruments shaped 
like mallets, made of paper and bamboo: these 
were intended to represent the hammer of Dai- 
kokn;^ they were held in the left hand, a fan 
being waved in the right. Other girls were pro- 
Tided with a kind of castanets, <— two flat pieces 
of hard dark wood, connected by a string. Six 
girls formed in a line before the hoose. The old 
woman took her place facing the girls, holding 
in her hands two little sticks, one stick being 
notched along a part of its length. B7 drawing 
it across the other stick, a eorioos ratUing noise 
was made. 

^My friend pointed oat to me that the singers 
formed two distinct parties, of three each. 
Those bearing* the hammer and fan were the 
Daikoka band: they were to sing the balladst 
Those with the castanets were the Ebisn party* 
and fonned the choms. 

'^The old woman nibbed her little sticks to 
gether, and from the throats of the Daikokn 
band there rang oat a clear, sweet barst of son^, 
quite different from anything I had heard before 
in Japan, while the tapping of the castanets kept 
exact time to the syllabiflcation of the words, 
which were yery rapidly attered. When the first 
three girls had sang a certain namber of lines, 

1 Ddkoka b tfis popnlsr God cC WmI^ XUsb b Iks 
psttoB cC Isbor. StStforttMbbloffjcCtktMddtiMiSBSfti. 
ciU (tnudstod) talitlta *" TIm S0T9B Gods cC HappbMi," ky 
CsrioPliiiii,YoLiii.2Vaiiiac(ioiitq^flUil«urti0Soe^ Sm, 
sbOfforsBMMaiitofilMirphMia SUalS wonUp, 47tf n^pifif 
1^ Ui^amHiwr JapOMf ?oL L 
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the Toices of the other three joined in, prodneiiig 
a Terj pleasant though untrained harmony; and 
all sang the burden together. Then the Daikokn 
party began another yerse ; and, after a certain in- 
terval, the chorus was again sung. In the mean 
while the old woman was dancing a yery fantastic 
dance which proYoked laughter from the crowd, 
occasionally chanting a few comic words. 

^The .song was not comic, however; it was a 
Tery pathetic ballad entitled ^Taoya O-Shichi.' 
Yaoya O-Shichi was a beautiful girl, who set fire 
to her own house in order to obtain another meet- 
ing with her lover, an acolyte in a temple where 
she expected that her family would be obliged to 
take refuge after the fire. But being detected 
and convicted of arson, she was condemned by the 
severe law of that age to be burnt alive. The 
sentence was carried into effect; but the youth 
and beauty of the victim, and the motive of her 
offense, evoked a 83rmpathy in the popular heart 
which found later expression in song and drama. 

^None of the performers, except the old woman, 
lifted the feet from the ground while singing; — 
but all swayed their bodies in time to the melody. 
The singing lasted more than one hour, during 
which the voices never failed in their quality; 
and yet, so i^ from being weary of it, and although 
I could not understand a word uttered, I felt very 
sorry when it was all over. And with the pleasure 
received there came to the foreign listener also a 
strong sense of sympathy for the young singers, 
victims of a prejudice so ancient that its origin is 
no longer known.** 
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Tbm foregoing eztnets from my leitor to tbe 
^Mail ** tell the histoiy of my interest in the2>a^ 
hohi-niai. At a later time I was able to pro- 
caroy through the kindnees of my friend Niehida 
SentarS, of Matsa^ written copies of three of 
the ballads as song by the yania*iio-mofto ; and 
translations of these were afterwards made for 
me. I now yentore to offer my prose renderings 
of the ballads, — based on the translations re- 
ferred to, — - as examples of folk-song not devoid 
of interest. An absolutely literal rendering, eze- 
cnted with the utmost care, and amply supplied 
with explanatory notes, would be, of course, more 
worthy the attention of a learned society. Such 
a Torsion would, howerer, require a knowledge of 
Japanese which I do not possess, as well as much 
time and patient labor. Were the texts in them- 
selyes of Talue su£Bcient to justify a scholarly 
translation, I should not hare attempted any 
translation at all; but I felt connnced that their 
interest was of a sort which could not be much 
diminished by a free and CMy treatment. From 
any purely literary point of riew, the texts are 
diMppointing, exhibiting no great power of im« 
agination, and nothing really worthy to be called 
poetical art. While reading such T crs es, we find 
ourselves very far away indeed from the yeritable 
poetry of Ji^nui,^— from those oompomtions whicht 
with a few chosen syllablee only, can either create 
a perfect colored picture in the mind, or bestir 
the finest sensations of memory with marvelous 
penetrative delicacy. The Daikokn^mai are ex- 
tremely crude ; and their long popularity has been 
due, I fancy, rather to the very interesting man- 



886 APPENDIX 

ner of linging them than to any quality which 
could permit as to compare them with the old 
English ballads. 

The legends apon which these chants were 
based still exist in many other forms, including 
dramatic compositions. I need scarcely refer to 
the vast numblBr of artistic suggestions which they 
have given, but I may obsenre that their influence 
in this regard has not yet passed away. Only a 
few months ago, I saw a number of pretty cot- 
ton prints, fresh from the mill, picturing Oguri- 
Hangwan making the horse Onikagtf stand upon 
a chessboard. Whether the Torsions of the ballads 
I obtained in Izumo were composed there or else- 
where I am quite unable to say; but the storiea 
of ShOntoku-maru, Oguri-Hangwan, and Yaoya 
0-Shichi are certainly well known in every part 
of Japan. 

Together with these prose translations, I sub- 
mit to the Society the original texts, to which 
are appended some notes of interest about the 
local customs connected with the singing of the 
DaUeokU'-niai, about the symbols used by the 
dancers, and about the comic phrases chanted at 
intervals during the performances, — phrases of 
which the coarse humor sometimee forbids any 
rendering. 

All the ballads are written in the same meas- 
ure, exemplified by the first four lines of **Taoya 
0-Shiohi." 

Koe ni yon im no, ski no ihika 
Tfiunn yori miwoba kogasn nui 
Oo-nin nninni^ no mnnS do 
Iro mo kawatanu Edo-cnkma* 
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Hm cfaorat, or AoyocM, doM not seeai to bo 
mmg at tho end of a fixod number of lineo* but 
rather at tho tenninatum of eertain parto of tho 
recitatiTO. There ie alio no fixed limit to tho 
nnmber of singen in either band: these may he 
Terj maaj or Torj fow. I think that the eari- 
one Immo wi^ of singing tho burden— so that 
tho Towel Bouide in tho word iya uttered by 
one band, and in the word joret uttered by the 
other, are made to blend together — might bo 
worth tho attention of eomo one intere^ed in 
Jiyaneeo fblk-moeie. Indeed, I am eonrineed 
that a very doli|^fal and wfaoUy onezplored field 
of etodjr oAere iteelf in Japaa to tho ttodent of 
folk-nmne and popolar ehante* The tooge of tho 
JSf^fMi-ediprt, or harreet daaeee, with their eoriooe 
ehomaee; thediaatsof tho JSoii-o(2orC» whididifler 
in etery distriet; tho etraago anatAfe of fong, 
often sweet and weird, that one hoars from the 
riee-fields or tho momtain slopea in rensoto 
prorinees, hare qoalities totally diflersot from 
those we are s ec ns t o m ed to assoriate with tho 
idea of Jiqpaneso mosie, — a charm indiep«ttabk 
oven for Weetem oafa, becaose not Ism in har- 
mony with tho natore inspiring it tliaa the song 
of a bird or tho shrilliaf of eieadm. To repro* 
doeo maA msledies, with their OKtraotdiaary free* 
tional tones, wonld be no easy task, bnt I eaoaot 
hdp bslioriag that tho rsealt wonld fully repay 
the labor. Not only do they rspresent a rery 
aadcnty ptshap s primitive nmsical sense: they 
represent also something eesentially charaetsrietie 
•f tho rases ^md. there is eorsly moeh to bo 
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learned in regard to race-emoiion from the com* 
parative study of folk-mneie. 

The fact, however, that few of those peculiar^ 
itiee which give so strange a charm to the old 
peasant-chants are noticeable in the Izomo man- 
ner of singing the Dai^Anc-mat woold peihape 
indicate that the latter are comparatively modem. 

THB BALLAD OF SHONTOKU-MABU 
ArvL I — JojifiiUif y<>*»^ Daikoku and A£rM inter dameimg 



Shall we tell a tale, or shall we ntter felicita- 
tions? A tale; then of what is it best that we 
should tell? Since we are bidden to your august 
house to relate a story, we shall relate the story 
of Shilntoku. 

Surely there once lived, in the Province of Ka- 
wachi, a very rich man called Nobnyoehi. And 
his eldest son was called ShfUitoku-maru. 

When Sh!lntoku«maru, that eldest son, was only 
three years old, his mother died. And when he 
was five years old, there was given to him a step- 
mother. 

When he was seven years old, his stepmother 
gave birth to a son who was called Otowaka- 
mam. And the two brothers grew up together. 

When Shilntoku became sixteen years old, he 
went to KySto, to the temple of Tenjin-Sama, to 
make offerings to the god. 

There he saw a thousand people going to the 
temple, and a thou sa nd returning, and a thousand 
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ranaining: there w«a m gethering of three thon* 
taad persons.^ 

Throa^ that mnltitade the yoongett dmo^ter 
of a rich man called Hagiyama was being carried 
to the temple in a kago.^ Shflntoka also was 
trayeling in a kago; and the two kago moTod 
side bj tide along the way. 

Casing on the girl, Shilntokn fell in lore with 
her. And the two exchanged looks and letters 
of lore. 

All this was told to the stepmother of Shiln- 
tokn by a senrant that was a flatterer. 

Then the stepmother began to think that shonld 
the yoath remain in his father's home, the store- 
hooses east and westy and the granaries north and 
soath, and the hoose that stood in the midst, 
eoald never belong to Otowaka-mani. 

Therefore she derised sn evil thing, and spoke 
to her hosband, saying, ^Sir, my lord, may I have 
your honored permission to be free for seren days 
from the duties of the hoosehold? ** 

Her husband answered, ** Yes, sorely i but 
what is it that yon wish to do far seven days? ** 
She said to him: ^Before being wedded to Biy 
lord, I made a tow to the Angnst Deity of Kiyo- 
midm; and now I desire to go to the tenq^ to 
folfill that TOW.** 

8ud the master: **T1ial is welL Boi wUA 
•f the man semmts or maid eerraats woold yo« 
wish to go with yon?^ Then she made repfy: 

1 ThM nsbMs rfaplr iidteto a gMS Mdliliids la Ihe 
Is^fM^ef tfiepeofls; tfcfyheteas 
•Afs^akfadef 
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'^Neither man Mrvant nor maid SMTUit do I m» 
qaire. I wiah to go all alone. ** 

And withoat paying heed to any adrioe aboat 
her journey, she departed from the honaoy and 
made great haste to Ky5to. 

Beaching the quarter San j5 in the eity of Ky- 
oto, she asked the way to the street Kajiyamachi> 
which is the Street of the Smiths. And finding 
ity she saw three smithies side hy side. 

Groing to the middle one, she greeted the smith, 
and asked him: *^Sir smith, can yon make some 
fine small work in iron?'' And he answered: 
""Ay, UkLy, that I can." 

Then she said: ''Make me, I pray yon, nine 
and forty nails without heads." But he an- 
swered: ''I am of the seventh generation of a 
family of smiths; yet nerer did I hear till now 
of nails without heads, and such an order I can- 
not take. It were better that yon should ask 
elsewhere." 

''Nay," said she, "since I came first to yoo, 
I do not want to go elsewhere. Make them for 
me, I pray, sir smith." He answered: "Of a 
truth, if I make such nails, I must be paid a 
thousand ry9."^ 

She replied to him: "If you make them all 
for me, I care nothing whedier you desire one 
thousand or two thousand ryo. Make them, I 
beseech you, sir smith." So the smith could not 
well refuse to make the nails. 

He arranged all things rightly to honor the 

1 Hm sadeBt ryd or ImI had a TihM ^pmimaliqg thai 
•f th« dollar of 100 MR. 
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God of the Bdlowi.^ Then Uldng op his first 
hammer, he recited the Koiig5-Satra ; ' taking up 
his second* he recited the Kwannon-Sutra; taking 
up his third, he recited the Amida-Sntra, — he- 
cause he feared those nails might he used for a 
wicked porpose. 

Thns in sorrow he finished the nails. Then 
was the woman much pleased. And reeeiTing 
the nails in her left hand, she paid the money to 
the smith with her right, and hade him farewell, 
and went upon her way. 

When she was gone, then the smith thought: 
^^Snrely I hare in gold keban * the sum of a thou- 
sand ryd. But tUs life of ours b only like the 
resting-place of a trareler journeying, and I 
must show to others some pity and kindness. To 
those who are cold I will give clothing, and to 
those who are hungry I will give food." 

And hy announcing his intention in writings ^ 
set up at the boundaries of provinces and at the 
limits of villages, he was able to show his benevo- 
lence to many people. 

On her way the woman stopped at the house of 
a painter, and asked the painter to paint for her 
a picture. 

1 Fdgo Staa, daitj of ndtiif. 

t « Diamoiid SntnL'* 

' Kaftan, a fold ooin. Thf ww l»6aii of agnfttmsay 
evrious diapM and desSgns. Th« miMt eomiBoa form wm • 
flat or o?al disk, stampod with Chinaao ahaiaotMa. Soma 
hohan woio fnlly Ato iaolioa in Uaictfa by four In width. 

* Pablio aimoinioanM&ti aio aanally writton upon imall 
woodott tabloli attaehod to a poat ; and ia tha ooi mir y tncb 
I aie atiU aat ap Jnst M soggSBlad ia tfia ballad 
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And the jMunter'qaettioned her, saying: '^ Shall 
I (Mtint yoo the picture of a reiy old plum-treev 
or of an ancient pine ? " 

She said to him: ^No: I want neither the 
picture of an old plum-tree nor of an ancient 
pine. I want the picture of a hoy of sixteen 
years, having a stature of five feet, and two moles 
upon his face." 

'"That," said the painter, ""will he an easy 
thing to paint. '* And he made the picture in a 
Tery little time. It was much like Shilntoku- 
maru ; and the woman rejoiced as she departed. 

With that picture of Shantokn she hastened to 
Kiyomidzu ; and she pasted the picture upon one 
of the pillars in the rear of the temple. 

And with forty-seven out of the forty-nine 
nails she nailed the picture to the pillar; and 
with the two remaining nails she nailed the eyes. 

Then feeling assured tliat she had pat a curse 
npon Shiintoku, tliat wicked woman went home. 
And she said humhly, '*! have returned;" and 
she pretended to he faithful and true. 

Now three or four months after the stepmother 
of Shiintoku had thus invoked evil upon him he 
hecame very sick. Then that stepmother secretly 
rejoiced. 

And she spoke cunningly to Nohuyoshi, her hus- 
band, saying: ''Sir, my lord, this sickness of 
Shfllntoku seems to be a very bad sickness; and it 
is difficult to keep one having such sickness in the 
house of a rich man." 

Then Nohuyoshi was much surprised, and sor* 
rowed greatly; but, thinking to himself that in« 
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3ed it eoald not be helped, he called SfaQntoka 
to him, and said: — 

**8on, thU sickness which 70a have seems to 
be leprosy ; and one having such a sickness cannot 
continue to dwell in this house. 

^'It were best for you, therefore, to make a 
pilgrimage through all the provinces, in the hope 
that you may be healed by divine influence. 

*'And my storehouses and my granariee I will 
not give to Otowaka*maru, but only to you, 
ShSntoku; so you must come back to us." 

Poor Shtbitoku, not knowing how wicked his 
stepmother was« besought her in his sad condi- 
tion, saying: ^*Dear mother, I have been told 
that I must go forth and wander as a pilgrim. 

*'But now I am blind, and I cannot travel 
without difficulty. I should be content with one 
meal a day in place of three, and glad for per- 
mission to live in a comer of some storeroom or 
outhouse ; but I should like to remain somewhere 
near my home. 

^Will yon not please permit me to stay, if 
only for a little time? Honored mother, I be- 
seech you, let me stay." 

But she answered: **As this trouble v^ch you 
now have is only the beginning of the bad disease, 
it is not possible for me to suffer you to stay* 
You must go away from the house at once." 

Then Shflntoku was forced out of the house by 
the servants, and into the yard, sorrowing greatly. 

And the wicked stepmother, following, cried 
out: '^As your father has conunanded, you must 
go away at once, Shflntokn." 
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ShOntokn answered: ^See, I have not ereii a 
iraTeling-dress. A pilgrim's gown and l^^gings 
I ought to have, and a pilgrim's wallet for beg- 
ging-" 

At hearing these words, the wicked stepmother 

was glad ; and she at once gave him all that he 
required. 

ShCUitoku received the things, and thanked her, 
and made ready to depart, even in his piteous state. 

He put on the gown and hung a wooden moMiari 
(charm) upon his breast,* and he suspended the 
wallet about his neck. 

He put on his straw sandals and fastened them 
tightly, and took a bamboo staff in his hand, and 
placed a hat of woven rushes upon his head. 

And saying, *' Farewell, father; farewell, mo- 
ther, " poor Shuntoku started on his journey. 

Sorrowfully Nobuyoshi accompanied his son a 
part of the way, saying: *'It cannot be helped^ 
ShOntoku. But if, through the divine favor of 
those august deities to whom that charm is dedi- 
cated, your disease should become cored, then coma 
back to us at once, my son." 

Hearing from his father these kind words of 
fturewell, Shfbitoku felt much happier, and cover- 
ing his face with the great rush hat, so as not to 
be known to the neighbors, he went on alone. 

But in a little while, iinding his limbs so weak 
that he was afraid he could not go far, and feel- 
ing his heart always drawn back toward his home, 

1 Sm PkoleMor ChamberUin** " Notes on soiim Minor Jap. 
•IMM lUligioai Phustioat,'* f or full dotaib of pilgrima^M and 
pOgrim coatnmai, in Jcmmal qf cAa Anthnpologieal JbaUtidt 
(1808). Tha paper is azoallanUy fllnatntad. 
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•o that lie eonld not help often stopping «nd tani« 
ing hie iaee thither, he beceme ted again. 



Since it woaU have been difficult for him to 
enter any dwellings he had often to sleep nnder 
pine-trees or in the forests ; bat sometimes he was 
lucky enoo^ to find shelter in some wayside 
shrine containing images of the Boddhas. 

And once in the darkness of the morning, be- 
fore the breiking of the day, in the hour when the 
crows first begin to fly abroad and cry, the dead 
mother of Shfllntokn came to him in a dream. 

And she said to him : ^Son, your affliction has 
been caused by the witchcraft of your wicked 
stepmother. Go now to the dirinity of Kiyo- 
midsot and b e s ee c h the goddess that yon may be 
healed.'' 

ShQntokn aroee, wondering, and took his way 
toward the city of KyOto, toward the temple of 
Kiyomidxn. 

One day, as he trayeled, he went to the gate 
of the house of a rich man named Hagiyama, cry* 
ing out loudly: ""Alms! alms!" 

Then a maid servant of the house, hearing the 
ery, came out and gave him food, and laughed 
aloud, saying: ^^Who could help laughing at the 
idea of trying to give anything to so comical a 
pilgrim ? " 

Shilntoku asked: ^Why do yon laugh? I am 
the son of a rich and well-famed man, Nobuyoshi 
of Kawachi. But because of a malediction in- 
voked upon me by my wicked stepmother, I have 
become as you see me." 

Then Otohim^ a daughter of that family, hear* 
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ing the voieet, came oat, and asked the maid: 
"Whydidyoulaogh?" 

The senrant answered: '^Oh, my huiy, there 
was a blind man from Kawachi, who seemed 
about twenty years old, clinging to the pillar of 
the gate, and loudly crying, ^Alrns! alma.' 

^So I tried to give him some clean rioe upon 
a tray; but when I held out the tray toward his 
right handy he adyance<l his left ; and when I held 
out the tray toward his left hand, he advanced 
his right : that was the reason I could not help 
laughing.*' 

Hearing the maid explaining thus to the yoong 
lady, the blind nuui became angry, and said: 
'* You have no right to despise strangers. I am 
the son of a rich and well-famed man in Kawachi, 
and I am called ShUntoku-mam." 

Then the daughter of that honse, Otohim^ 
suddenly remembering him, also became quite 
angry, and said to the senrant: ^You must not 
laugh rudely. Laughing at others toHlay, yon 
might be laughed at yourself to-morrow.** 

But Otohim^ had been so startled that she 
could not help trembling a little, and, retiring to 
her room, she suddenly fainted away. 

Then in the house all was confusion, and a 
doctor was summoned in great haste. But the 
girl, being quite unable to take any medicine, 
only became weaker and weaker. 

Then many famous physicians were sent for; 
and they consulted together about Otohim^; and 
they decided at last that her sickness had been 
eansed only by some sudden sorrow. 
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80 tin mother Mud to her sick daughter: ^Tell 
me, without concealment, if yoa have any secret 
grief; and if there be anything yoa want, what- 
ever it be, I will try to get it for yoa/' 

Otohim^ replied: **! am very mach ashamed 1 
bat I shall tell you what I wish. 

'^The blind man who came here the other day 
was the son of a rich and well-famed citisen of 
Kawachi, called Nobayoehi. 

^At the time of the festival of Tenjin at Ki« 
tano in Ky5to, I met that young man there, on 
my way to the temple; and we then exchanged 
letters of love, pledging ourselves to each other. 

''And therefore I very much wish that I may 
be allowed to travel in search of him, until I find 
him, wherever he may be.** 

The mother kindly made answer: '"That, in- 
deed, will be well. If you wish for a kago^ yoa 
may have one; or if you would like to have a 
horse, you can have one. 

**Tou can choose any servant you like to aeeom- 
pany you, and I can let you have as many kchan 
as you desire.'* 

Otohim^ answered: ''Neither horse nor hago 
do I need, nor any servant; I need only the dress 
of a pilgrim, — leggings and gown, — and a 
mendicant's wallet." 

For Otohim^ held it her duty to set out by 
herself all alone, just as ShIIntoku had done. 

So she left home, saying farewell to her par- 
ents, with eyes full of tears: scaroely eould she 
find voice to utter the word "good-bj.** 

Over mountains and mountains she passedi and 
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again orer monntaini ; hearing only the cries of 
wild deer and the eoond of torrent-water. 

Sometimes she wonld lose her way; sometimes 
she would pursue alone a steep and di£Bcalt path; 
alwajTS she journeyed sorrowing. 

At last she saw hefore her — far, far away — 
the pine-tree called Kawania^maUu^ and the two 
rocks called Ota ; ^ and when she saw those rocks, 
she thought of ShOntokn with love and hope. 

Hastening on, she met five or six persons going 
to Kumano; and she asked them: ^Have you 
not met on your way a hlind youth, ahout sixteen 
years old?" 

They made answer: ''No, not yet; hut should 
we meet him anywhere, we will tell him whatever 
you wish.** 

This reply greatly disappointed Otohim^; and 
she hegan to Uiink that all her efforts to find her 
lover might he in vain ; and she became rery sad. 

At last she became so sad that she resoWed not 
to try to find him in this world any more, but to 
drown herself at once in the pool of Sawara, that 
she might be able to meet him in a future state. 

She hurried there as fast as she could. And 
when she reached the pond, she fixed her pil- 
grim's staff in the ground, and hung her outer 
robe on a pine-tree, and threw away her wallet, 
and, loosening her hair, arranged it in the style 
called Shimada,* 

1 Om nMBina of** Ota " in Jap«MM is ** hai met" or 
"hftTemet.'* 

* Th« ■hnple vtyU in whioh th« hair of dood woomb is 
•nmiigoa. 8m ehapter " Of Women** Hair,** fai Glimpm of 
Unfamiliar JtqHM^ vol. ii. 






APPENDIX 849 

lliMi, lumng filled her sleeves with stones, she 
was aboat to leap into the water, when there ap- 
peared suddenly before her a renerable man of 
seemingly not less than eighty years, robed all in 
white, and bearing a tablet in his hand. 

And the aged man said to her: *'Be not thns 
in haste to die, Otohimtf I ShOntokn whom yoa 
seek is at Kiyomidsn San: go thither and meet 



These were, indeed, the happiest tidings she 
eonld have desired, and she became at once very 
happy. And she knew she had thus been saved 
by the angost favor of her guardian deity, and 
that it was the god himself who had spoken to 
her those words. 

So she cast away the stones she had pot into 
her sleeves, and donned again the enter robe she 
had taken off, and rearranged her hair, and took 
her way in all haste to the temple of Kiyomidsn. 

At last she reached the temple. She ascended 
the three lower steps, and glancing beneath % 
porch she saw her lover, Shfbitoku, lying there 
asleep^ covered with a straw mat ; and she called 
to him, ""Moehi/ Moehi/ " ^ 

ShOntokn, thns being suddenly awakened, 
seised his staff, which was lying by his side, and 
cried out, ''Every day the children of this neigh* 
borhood come hm and annoy me, because I am 
blindl" 

' An nrrismsHoa nttertd to call th« stteBtioa of snoAor 
to tho pfMSBBi of tho tp— ker, —from tho iMpoetfol rub 
mctki, **to ny.** Oar ooUoqvial " ny ** do« not givo tho 
pfopor muaing. Oar ** ploooo ** oqumo Doavor to it. 
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Otohim^ hearing these words, and feeling 
great sorrow, approached and laid her hands on 
her poor lover, and said to him : — 

**I am not one of those had, mischieTons ehil* 
dren; I am the daughter of the wealthy Hagi- 
yama. And hecaase I promised myself to yon at 
the festival of Kitano Tenjin in KySto, I haTo 
come here to see yon.'* • 

Astonished at hearing the Toice of hb sweet- 
heart, Shontoku rose up quickly, and cried out: 
''OhI are you really Otohim^? It is a long time 

since we last met hut this is so strangel Is 

it not aU a lie?" 

And then, stroking each other, they oould onfy 
cry, instead of speaking. 

But presently Shfintokn, giving way to the ex- 
citement of his grief, cried out to Oti^im^: '*A 
malediction has been laid upon me by my step- 
mother, and my appearance has been changed, as 
yon see. 

^'Therefore never can I be united to yon as 
your husband. Even as I now am, so must I 
remain until I fester to death. 

^And so you must go back home at oooe^ and 
live in happiness and splendor." 

But she answered in great sorrow: ''Never! 
Are you really in earnest? Are you truly in 
your right senses? 

''No, no! I have disguised myself thus only 
beeanse I loved you enon^^ even to give my life 
for you. 

"And now I will never leave you, no mattef 
what may beoome of me in the futore.'* 
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Shfintoka wm eomforted hj thete wordf ; bat 
he WM alio filled with pitj lor h«r, to thiit b« 
wept, without being able to speak a word. 

Then ihe said to him: *^Sinoe your wicked 
stepmother bewitched yon only because yon were 
rich, I am not airaid to rerenge yoa by bewitch- 
ing her also; for I, too, am the child of a 



And then, with her idiole heart, she spoke thna 
to the difinity within the temple : — 

Tor the space of seren days and seren nights 
I shall remain fasting in this temple, to prore my 
▼ow; and if yoa haTC any troth and pity, I be- 
seech yoa to saTC ns. 

'^For so great a building as this a thatched 
roof is not the proper roof. I will re-roof it 
with feathers of little birds; and the ridge of the 
roof I will cover with thigh-feathers of fadeons. 

^This iarii and these lanterns of stone are 
ngly: I will erect a torii of gold; and I will 
make a thousand lamps of gold and a thonsand of 
silver, and every evening I will light them* 

^In so large a garden as this there should be 
trees, I will plant a thousand MioM, a thousand 
«u^ a thonsand karamat&u. 

""But if ShIIntokn should not be healed by 
reason of this vow, then he and I will drown 
oorselves together in yonder lotos-pond* 

^And after oor death, taking the form of two 
grea t serpents, we will torment all irho come to 
worship at this temple, and bar the way against 
ptlgrimg.'' 

Now, strange to say, on the ni^ of the seventh 
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day after she bad rowed tliie tow, there came 
to her in a dream Kwannon-Sama, who said to heri 
^The prayer which you prayed I shall grant. *" 

Forthwith Otohim^ awoke, and told her dream 
to ShOntoko, and they both wondered. They 
arose, and went down to the river together, and 
washed themselTes, and worshiped the goddess. 

Then, strange to say, the eyes of blind Shlln- 
tokn were fully opened, and his clear sight came 
back to him, and the disease passed away from 
him. And both wept because of the greatness of 
their joy. 

Together they sought an inn, and there laid 
aside their pilgrim-dresses, and put on fresh 
robes, and hired kobgo and carriers to bear them 
home. 

Reaching the house of his father, Shflntoka 
cried out: ** Honored parents, I have returned to 
you ! By virtue of the written charm upon the 
sacred tablet, I have been healed of my sickness, 
as you may see. Is all well with you, honored 
parents?" 

And ShlIntoku*s father, hearing, ran out and 
cried: ^Oh! how much troubled I have been for 
your sake! 

^' Never for one moment could I cease to think 
of you; but now — how glad I am to see yon, 
and the bride you have brought with you I ** And 
all rejoiced together. 

But, on the other hand, it was very strange 
that the wicked stepmother at the same moment 
became suddenly blind, and that her fingers and 
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hsr toes began to rot, so that ihe waa in great tor- 
ment. 

Then the hride and the hrid^;room said to that 
wicked stepmother: ^Lol the le]iroflj has eome 
upon yon I 

** We cannot keep a leper in the house of a rich 
man. Please to go away at once ! 

''We shall give you a pilgrim's gown and leg^ 
gings, a msh hat, and a staff; for we have all 
these things ready here." 

Then the wicked stepmother knew that OTon to 
save her from death it coold not be helped, be* 
canse she herself had done so wicked a thing be- 
fore* ShCbitokn and his wife were Tory glad; 
how rejoiced they were ! 

The stepmother prayed them to allow her only 
one small meal a day, — just as Shfbitoku had 
done; hot Otohim^ said to the stricken woman: 
''We cannot keep yon here, — not even in the 
corner of an onthonse. Go away at once I ** 

Also Noboyoshi said to his wicked wife: 
"What do yon mean by remaining here? How 
long do you require to go? " 

And he drove her out, and she oould not help 
herself, and she went away crying, and striring 
to hide her face from the sight of the neighbors. 

Otowaka led hb blind mother by the hand; 
and together they went to KySto and to the tem- 
ple of Kiyomidsu. 

When they got there they ascended three of the 
temple steps, and knelt down, and prayed the 
goddess, saying: "GiTO us power to cast another 
malediction! " 
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Bat the godden toddenly appeu«d before 
them, and said: ^^Were it a good thing that yoa 
pray for, I would grant yonr prayer; but with 
en evil matter I will have no more to do* 

*'If yoa mast die, then die there! And after 
yoar death yoo shall be sent to hell, and there 
pat into the bottom of an iron caldron to be 
boiled." 

TkU is ths end of the Story of ShUntoku. 
With a jubilant tap of the fan we finish sot 
JeyfSdly^ — jeyfSdly^ — joyfidly t 



THX BALLAD OF GGURI-HANOWAy 

3^ UH €9mr0 ward ^ tM$ fab,— tUt u tkt tlaqf^ Ogeri* 

Hangwan 

!• THX BIRTH 

The famed Takakara Dainagon, whose other 
name was Kan^i^ was so ricli that he had treas- 
ure-hooses in every direction. 

He owned one precioas stone that had power 
orer fire, and another that had power over water. 

He also had the claws of a tiger, extracted 
from the paws of the liring animal ; he had the 
horns of a colt; and he likewise owned even a 
musk-cat (jako-neko).^ 

1 ** Miwk-rat ** it tlM timnaUtioii giren by tome dietloB- 
Aiiet. " Mask-deer *' wsa suggested by my tniiMlstor. Bnt 
as some mythologieid animal is sTidently meant, I tbooghl 
it better to tnaslate the word literally. 
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Of all that a man mig^t have in this world, ha 
wanted nothing except an heir, and ha had no 
other caiue for aorrow. 

A tmsted aenrant in his hooae named Ikeno- 
■h5ji said at last to him these words: — 

^'Seeing that the Boddhist deity Tamon-TeUt 
enshrined upon the holy mountain of Knrama, 
is famed for his divine faror far and near, I 
respeetfolly entreat yon to go to that temple and 
make prayer to him; for then your wish will 
surely be fulfilled.'' 

To this the master agreed, and at onee began 
to make preparation for a journey to the temjde. 

As he trareled with great speed he reached the 
temple very soon; and there, baring purified his 
body by pouring water oTor it, he prayed with all 
his heart for an heir. 

And during three days and three nis^ta he 
abstained from food of erery sort. But all sssmed 
in rain. 

Wherefore the lord, despairing beeanse of the 
silenoe of the god, resolved to perform AordbM 
in the temple, and so to defile the saered boildiog. 

Moreorer, he resolved that his spirit, after Us 
death, shoidd haunt the mountain of Kurama, 
to deter and terrify all pilgrima upon the nine- 
mile path of the mountain. 

The delay of even one moment would have been 
fatal; but good IkenoshSji eame running to the 
pkoe just in time, and prevented the w^ppnibt.^ 

''Oh, my lord! ** the retainer cried, '^ yon are 
surely too hasty in your reeolve to die. 

> Tb« ChiBsn ftMm te Aerdbart: It k thom;bt ts be Iks 
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"Batlier fint suffer me to trj my fortoney and 
see if I m*7 not be able to o^r op pnjer lor 
yoor sake with more snceess.'* 

Then after having twenty-one times purified 
his body* — seven times washing with hot water, 
seven times with cold, and yet another seven 
times washing himself with a handle of bamboo- 
grass, — he tiifis prayed to the god: — 

^If to my lord an heir be given by the divine 
favor, then I vow that I will make offering of 
paving-blocks of bronie wherewith to pave this 
temple oonrt. 

^Also of lanterns of bronie to stand in rows 
without the temple, and of plating of pore gold 
and pore silver to cover all the pillars within! ** 

And upon the third of the three nights which 
he passed in prayer before the god, Tamon-Ten 
revealed himself to the pioos IkenoshSji and said 
to him: — 

^Earnestly wishing to grant your petition, I 
sought far and near for a fitting heir, — even as 
far as Tenjikn (India) and Kara (China). 

'^But thoagh linman beings are nnmerons as the 
stars in the sky or the eoontless pebbles upon 
the shore, I was grieved that I coold not find of 
the seed of man one heir that mig^t well be given 
to your master. 

^And at last, knowing not what else to do, 
I took away by stealth [the spirit?] of one of 
the eight diildien whose father was one of the 
Shi-TennS,^ residing on the peak Ari-ari| far 

1 Shi-T«iiii5 : Um Fow I>»Ta Kh^ of BsddhiHB, whs 
fvsfd ths Foar Qiivt«s of tho Wotld. 
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among the Dandoka monntaiiit. And that child 
I will give to becomo the heir of your master. " 

Haying thus spoken, the deity retired within 
the innermost shrine. Then IkenoshSji, starting 
from his real dreamy nine times prostrated himself 
before the god, and hastened to the dwelling of 
his master. 

Erelong the wife of Takakora Dainagon f oond 
herself with child; and after the ten^ kappj 
months she bore a son with painless labor. 

It was strange that the infant had upon his 
forehead) marked quite plainly and natorally, the 
Chinese character for ''rice." 

And it was yet more strange to find that in his 
eyM four Baddhas * were reflected, 

IkenoshSji and the parents rejoiced; and the 
name Ari-waka (Yonng Ari) was given the child 
— after the name of the moontain Ari-ari"— on 
the third day after the birth. 

n. THE BAmSHXENT 

Very qoickly the child grew ; and when he be- 
came fifteen, Uie reigning Emperor gare him the 
name and title of Ogori-Hangwan Kan^uji. 

When he reached manhood his father resolved 
to get him a bride. 

^ That !■, tea by the MieiMit ostiTtt msimtr of nekonlng 



< Shitei-Bo-mi-Hotoktf: Htenlly, e loafwbodM-MiiciMt 
Buddha. Tha imaga in tha aya ii oallad tha Buddha : tha 
idea hata agprawd Mams to ba that tha ajM of tha ehlld 
taflaetad fonr inifaid of two imagaa. Cmldraii of rapart 
natiml baiofis waia popnlarly said to haTO doable popilib 
But I am giriiy only a popnlar applanation of tha tenn. 
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So the Dainagon looked upon all the daiiglit«n 
of the ministers and high officiab, hot he found 
none that he thought worthy to become the wife 
of his son. 

But the yoong Hangwan, learning that he him- 
self had been a gift to his parents from Tamon- 
Ten, resolved to pray to that deity for a spouse; 
and he hastened to the temple of the dlTinity, 
accompanied by IkenoshSji. 

There they washed their hands and rinsed 
their mouths, and remained three nights without 
sleep, passing all the time in religious exercises. 

But as they had no companions^ the young 
prince at last felt very lonesome, and be|^ to 
play on his fintOy made of the root of the bam- 
boo. 

Seemingly charmed by these sweet sounds, the 
great serpent that lived in the temple pond came 
to the entrance of the temple, — transforming its 
fearful shape into the likeness of a lovely female 
attendant of the Imperial Court, — and fondly 
listened to the melody. 

Then Kan^uji thought he aaw before him the 
very lady he desired for a wife. And thinking 
also that she was the one chosen for him by the 
deity, he placed the beautiful being in a palan- 
quin and returned to his home. 

But no sooner had this happened than a fearful 
storm burst upon the capital, followed by a great 
flood; and the flood and the storm both lasted 
for seven days and seven nights. 

The Emperor was troubled greatly by these 
omens; and he sent for the astrologersy that they 
might explain the causes thereof. 
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Thej Mud in mnswer to tbe qaestions Mked of 
them that tho temhle weather was canaed only 
hy the anger of the male serpent* seeking ren- 
geanee for the loss of its mate, — which was none 
other than the fair woman that Kan^nji had 
hrooght hack with him. 

Whereupon the Emperor commanded that Kan^ 
uji should he hanished to the province of Hitachi, 
and that the transformed female serpent shoold 
at once he taken hack to the pond upon the moon- 
tain of Kurama. 

And heing thus compelled hy imperial order 
to depart, Kan^nji went away to the province of 
Hitachi, followed only hy his faithful retainer, 
IkenoshSji. 

in. THS SXCHAKGB OF LXTTKBS 

Only a little while after the hanishment of 
Kan^uji, a traveling merchant, seeking to sell 
his wares, visited the house of the exiled prinoe 
at Hitachi. 

And heing asked hy the Hangwan where he 
lived, the merchant made answer, saying: — 

^I live in Ky5to, in the street called Mnro* 
machi, and my name is Goto Saytoon* 

^'My stock consists of goods of one thoosand 
and eight different kinds which I send to China, 
of one thousand and eight kinds which I send to 
India, and yet another thousand and eight kinds 
which I sell only in Japan. 

'^So that my whole stock consists of three 
thoosand and twenty-four different kinds of 
goods. 
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** Concerning the conntrieB to which I haye 
already been, I may answer that I have already 
made three voynges to India and three to China; 
and this in my seventh journey to tliis part of 
Japan." 

Having heard these things, Ogori - Hangwan 
asked the merchant whether he knew of any 
young girl who would make a worthy wife, since 
he, the prince, being still unmarried, desired to 
find such a girl. 

Then said Say^mon: ''In the province of Sa- 
gami, to the west of us, there lives a rich man 
called Yokoyama Clioja, who has eight sons. 

''Long he lamente<l tliat he had no daughter, 
and he long prayed for a daughter to the August 
Sun. 

"And a daughter was given him; and after 
her birth, her ]mreuts tliought it behoved them to 
give her a higher rank than their own, because 
her birth had come to imss through the divine in- 
fluence of the August Heaven-Shining Deity; so 
they built for her a separate dwelling. 

"She is, in very trutli, superior to all other 
Japanese women; nor can I think of any other 
person in every manner worthy of you.** 

This story much pleased Kan^uji ; and he at 
once asked Say^mon to act the part of match* 
maker ^ for him; and Say^mon promised to do 
everything in his power to fulfill the wish of the 
Hangwan. 

Then Kan^uji called for inkstone and writing- 

1 NakSdo. Th^ profeition of nakSdo ezkti ; bvt any per* 
■on who AiTsaipw taaxnmgtm for a eoaddaation is for the 
limo hmng eallod tlit nakodo. 
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bnuh, and wrote a lore-letter, and tied it up 
with rach a knot as love-lettera are tied with. 

And he gave it to the merchant to he delirered 
to the lady ; and he gave him also, in reward for 
hie senricee, one hundred golden ryo, 

Sayteon again and again prostrated himself in 
thanka; and he put the letter into the hoz which 
he always carried with him. And then he lifted 
the hox upon his hack, and bade the prince f are- 
weU. 

Now, although the journey from Hitachi to 
Sagami is commonly a journey of seTen days, the 
merchant arriTod tiiere at noon upon the third 
day, having traveled in all haste, ni^t and day 
together, without stopping. 

And he went to the building called Inui«no« 
Goshyo, which had been built by the rich Toko* 
yama for the sake of his only daughter, Terut^ 
Himtfy in the district of Soba, in the province of 
Sagami ; and he asked jiermission to enter therein. 

But the stem gate-keepers bade him go away, 
announcing that the dwelling was the dwelling 
of Terut^Him^ daughter of the famed Ch5ja 
Tokoyama, and that no person of the male sez 
whosoever could be permitted to enter; and fur- 
thermore, that guards had been appointed to guard 
the palace — ten by night and ten by day — with 
extreme caution and severity. 

But the merchant told the gate-keepers that he 
was Goto Sayteon, of the street called Muro- 
machi, in the city of Ky5to; that he was a well- 
famed merchant there, and was by the people 
called Sendanya; that he had thrice been to India 
and thrioe to China, and was now upon his sev- 
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enth return jonmej to the great coantry of the 
Rifling Son. 

And he said also to them: "Into all the pal- 
aces of Nihon, save this one only, I have heen 
freely admitted ; so I shall be deeply grateful to 
you if you permit me to enter.** 

Thus saying, he produced many rolls of silk, 
and presented them to the gate-keepers; and 
their cupidity made them blind; and the mer- 
chant, without more difficulty, entered, rejoicing. 

Through the great outer gate he passed, and 
over a bridge, and then found himself in front of 
the chambers of the female attendants of the 
superior class. 

And he called out with a rerj loud voice: 
"O my ladies, all things that you may require I 
have here with me ! 

"I have all jarogata-tuh'fneahi^dogu ; I have 
hair-combs and needles and tweeters ; I have 
tategamt^ and combs of silver, and kamoft from 
Nagasaki, and even all kinds of Chinese mir- 
rors!" 

Whereupon the ladies, delighted with the idea 
of seeing these things, suffered the merchant to 
enter their apartment, which he presently made 
to look like a shop for the sale of female toilet 
articles. 

But while making bargains and selling Ttry 
quickly, Saytoon did not lose the good chance 
offered him; and taking from his box the love- 
letter which had been confided to htm, he said to 
the ladies : — 

letter, if I remember rigbtlyi I picked 
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np in soma town in Hitachi, and I shall be yerj 
gbid if 70a will accept it, — either to use it for 
a model if it be written beantifollj, or to langh 
at if it prore to haye been written awkwardlj/' 

Then the chief among the maids, receiring the 
letter, tried to read the writing upon the envelope : 
*' Tauki m ho$ki — ante ni oivrs ga — kori 

Which signified, ^Moon and stars — rain and 
hail — make ice.*' But she could not read the 
riddle of the mysterious words. 

The other ladies, who were also onable to guess 
the meaning of the words, conld not bat laugh; 
and they laughed so shrilly that the Princess 
Terut^ heard, and came among them, fully robed, 
and wearing a veil over her night-black hair. 

And the bamboo-screen having been rolled up 
before her, Terut^Him^ asked: ''What is the 
cause of all this laughing? If there be anything 
amusing, I wish thi^ you will let me share in the 
amusement.** 

The maids then answered, saying: ''We were 
laughing only at our being unable to read a letter 
which this merchant from the capital says that 
he picked up in some street. And here is the 
letter: even the address upon it is a riddle to 



And the letter, having been laid upon an open 
crimson fan, was properly presented to the prin- 
cess, iHio received it, and admired the beauty of 
the writing, and said : — 

"Never have I seen so beautiful a hand as 
this: it is like the writing of K5b5daishi himself, 
or of Monjd Bosatsu. 
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'^Perhaps the writer is one of those prinees of 
the Ichi jo, or NijS, or SanjS families, all famed 
for their skill in writing. 

"Or, if this g;aess of mine be wrong, then 
I should say that these characters have certainly 
been written by Ognri-Hangwan Kan^nji, now so 
famed in the province of Hitachi. ... I shall 
read the letter for yon." 

Then the envelope was removed ; and the first 
phrase she read was Fuji no ywma (the Moon- 
tain of Fuji), which she interpreted as signifying 
loftiness of rank. And then she met with such 
phrases as these : — 

Kiyomidzu kosaka (the name of a place); 
arare ni ox<ua (hail on the leaves of the bamboo- 
grass); iiaya ni arare (hail following upon a 
wooden roof) ; 

Tamoto ni kori (ice in the sleeve) ; mmaka ni 
shimidisu (pure water running through a moor) ; 
koike ni makomo (rushes in a little pond) ; 

Inoba ni tsuyu (dew on the leaves of the tare) ; 
Bhakunaga obi (a very long girdle); Mha ni 
momiji (deer and maple-trees) ; 

Futamator-gawa (a forked river) ; Aoso tanigawa^ 
ni martikibaahi (a round log laid over a little 
stream for a bridge) ; tsurunashi yumi ni hanuke 
dori (a stringless bow, and a wingless bird). 

And then she understood that the characters 
signified : — 

Mairtba au — they would meet, for he would 
call upon her. ^rare nai — then they would not 
be separated. Karobi au — they would repose 
together. 

And the meaning of the rest was thus : — 
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^Thb letter should be qiened within the 
deere, ao that others maj know nothing of it. 
Keep the secret in your own bosom. 

''Ton most yield to me eren as the rash bends 
to the wind. I am earnest to senre yon in all 
things. 

*'We shall snrely be united at last, whatever 
chanee may separate ns at the beginning. I wish 
for yon even as the stag for its mate in the aa- 
tamn. 

^Even thoogh long kept apart we shall meet, 
as meet the waters of a river divided in its npper 
eonrse into two branches. 

^Divine, I pray yoo, the meaning of this let- 
ter, and preserve it. I hope for a fortunate an- 
swer. Thinking of Temt^Him^ I feel as thoa|^ 
I could fly."* 

And the Princess Terut^ found at the end of 
the letter the name of him who wrote it, — 
Oguri - Hangwan Kan^ - u ji himself, — together 
with her own name, as being written to her. 

Then she felt greatly troubled, because she 
had not at first supposed that the letter was ad- 
dressed to her, and had, without thinking, read it 
aloud to the female attendants. 

For she well knew that her father would 
quickly kill her in a most cruel manner, should 
the iron-hearted Ch5ja^ come to know the truth. 



1 Cho}S \m not a proper bsbm : it rignifiM rsaUy a wtslthy 
niMi only, Ilk* ths Franeh terms " mi riohsrd,** ** mi riobe.** 
Bnt it is need almost lika a proper iismo in tho eovntry still ; 
the rlehsst man in ths place, Qsnally a peiaoo of inflnenwe, 
boia^ oftm ref emd to ae ** the ChSJa.** 
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"Wherefore, throagfa fear of bemg mingled 
the earth of the moor Uwanogahans — fitting 
phice for a father in wrath to slay his dangfater, 
— she set the end of the letted between her 
teeth, and rent it to pieces, and withdrew to the 
inner apartment. 

But the merchant, knowing that he coold not 
go back to Hitachi without bearing some replyt 
resolred to obtain one by canning. 

Wherefore he hnrried after the prineess eren 
into her innermost i^mrtment, withont so mnch as 
waiting to remoTO his sandals, and he cried oat 
londly : — 

'*0h, my princess! I have been taoght that 
written characters were invented in India by 
Monja Bosatsa, and in Japan by KdbSdaishi. 

''And is it not like tearing the hands of KM)5- 
daishi, thos to tear a letter written with charae* 
ters? 

''Know yoa not that a woman is less pare than 
a man ? Wherefore, then, do yoa, bom a woman, 
thas presame to tear a letter? 

"Now, if yoa refuse to write a reply, I shall 
call upon all the gods; I shall annoance to them 
this onwomanly act, and I shall invoke their 
malediction upon yoa! " 

.And with these words he took from the box 
which he always carried with him a Buduhist 
rosary; and he began to twist it about with an 
awful appearance of anger. 

Then the Princess Terut^ terrified and grieved, 
prayed him to cease his invocations, and promised 
that she woold write an answer at once. 
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So her anawier was qnicklj written, end giTen 
to the merchant, who was overjoyed hy his sue- 
cess, and speedily departed for Hitachi, cazrying 
his box upon his back. 

XT. HOW KANi^ITJX BBGAXX A BBZDBOBOOK WISH* 
OUT HIS VATHKB-IN-LAW'S OOHSSNT 

Traveliiig with great speed, the nakSdo quickly 
aniTed at the dwelling of the Hangwan, and gave 
the letter to the master, who remoTod the cover 
with hands that trembled for joy. 

Yery^ very short the answer was, — only these 
words: Oki naka buni^ ^m boat floating in the 
offing. ** 

But Kan^nji guessed the meaning to be: ^As 
fortunes and misfortunes are common to all, be 
not afraid, and try to come unseen." 

Therewith he summoned Ikenosh5ji, and bade 
him make all needful preparation for a rapid 
journey. Goto Saytoon consented to serve as 
guide. 

He aceompanied them; and when they reached 
the district of Soba, and were approaching the 
house of the princess, the guide said to the 
prince : -^ 

^That house before us, with the black gate, is 
the dwelling of the far-famed Yokoyama ChSja; 
and that other house, to the northward of it, hav- 
ing a red gate, is the residence of the flower-fair 
Teruttf. 

'^Be prudent in all things, and you will sue- 
eeed.'* And with these words, the guide disap- 
peared. 
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Accompanied by his faithful retainer^ the 
Hangwan approached the red gate. 

Both attempted to enter, when the gate-keepen 
songht to prevent them; declaring they were 
much too bold to seek to enter the dwelling of 
Terut^Him^, only daughter of the renowned To- 
koyama ChSja, — the sacred child begotten 
through the favor of the deity of the Sun. 

**Tou do but right to speak thus,** the retainer 
made reply. ''But you must learn that we are 
officers from tlie city in search of a fugitive. 

^^ And it is just because all males are furohibited 
from entering this dwelling that ft search therein 
must be made.'' 

Then the guards, amazed, suffered them to 
pass, and saw the supposed officers of justice enter 
the court, and many of the ladies in waiting come 
forth to welcome them as guests. 

And the Lady Terut^, marvelonsly pleased by 
the coming of the writer of that love-letter, ap- 
peared before her wooer, robed in her robes of 
ceremony, with ft veil about her shoulders. 

Kan^uji was also much delighted at being thus 
welcomed by the beautiful maiden. And the 
wedding ceremony was at once performed, to the 
great joy of both, and was followed by a great 
wine feast. 

So great was the mirth, and so joyful were alL 
that the followers of the prince and the maids of 
the princess danced together, ftnd together made 
music. 

And Oguri - Hangwan himself produced his 
flute, made of the root of ft bamboo, and began 
to play upon it sweetly. 
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Then the iathar of Terat^ keariiig all this 
joyous din in the house of his daughter, wondered 
gi>»tly what the cause might be. 

But when he had been told how the Hangwan 
had become the bridegroom of his daughter with- 
out his consent, the Ch5 ja grew wondrous angiji 
and in secret devised a scheme of revenge. 

T. TRB POXSONINO 

The next day Tokoyama sent to Prince Kan^ 
u ji a message, inviting him to come to his house, 
there to perform the wine-drinking ceremony of 
greeting each other as father*in*law and son-in« 
law. 

Then the Princess Temt^ sou^t to dissuade 
the Hangwan from going there, because she had 
dreamed in the night a dream of ill omen. 

But the Hangwan, making light of her fears, 
went boldly to the dwelling of the Ch5ja, fol- 
lowed by his young retainers. 

Then Yokoyama ChSja, rejoicing, ceased many 
dishes to be prepared, oontaining all delicacies 
furnished by the mountains and the sea,^ and well 
entertained the Hangwan. 

At last, when the wine-drinking began to flag, 
Tokoyama uttered the wish that his guest, the 
lord Kan^uji, would also furnish some entertain- 
ment.' 

^ Or, "with all ■trsqge flavoni of movBtsiB sad tsa.** 
' Tbt wofd fa mlly wakaiuL, ** fidL** It kM alwrnyB bMO 
tiba nik to mtt* Ifah with ioiU; sad gradually tha word 
^ fiah'* baeama oaad for any astartainiiMiit sfivaa datiag tha 
wina-party by gnaata, aaab aa aonga, danaaa, ata. 
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""And wbat shall it be? *" the Hui|pnui eaked. 

''Tralj,'' replied the ChSja, ""I am desixoni to 
see you show your great skill in riding.** 

''Then I shall ride, " the prince made answer. 
And presently the horse called Onikag^ ^ was led 
out. 

That horse was so fierce that he did not seem 
to be a real horsey bat rather a demon or a dragon, 
so that few dared even to approach him. 

But the Prince Hangwan Kan^nji at once 
loosened the chain by which the horse was fas- 
tened, and rode npon him with wondroos ease. 

In spite of his fierceness, Onikag^ found him- 
self obliged to do everything which his rider 
wished. All present, Tokojrama and the others, 
coold not speak for astonishment. 

Bat soon the ChSja, taking and setting np a 
six-folding screen, asked to see the prince ride 
his steed upon the npper edge of the screen. 

The lord Qgori, consenting, rode npon the top 
of the screen; and then he rode along the top of 
an upright Mji frame. 

Then a chessboard being set out, he rode upon 
it, making the horse rightly set his hoof upon the 
squares of the chessboajrd as he rode. 

And, lastly, he made the steed balanee himself 
upon the frame of an ofufon.' 

1 Littnlly, ** Demon-dMr-hair.** TIm ttim "dMi^ukir" 
refcfs to odor. A ]«■• ozaot tmislollon of tho originil 
diaraoteit would bo ** tho domoo du o taoL " Ka^i^ " dooi^ 
eolor," slio moano ** ehoolnnc" A ehootont homo is Xoptf- 



' A Ufgo poitAblo laatem, horiag a woodoa Cnino aad 
papor iidoo. IWro aio OMfon of moay lonno.i 
obly boMitifaL 
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Tbon Tokojama wm at % lots what to do, and 
■a eoald onlj saji bowing low to the prince: 
^Troly I am grateful for your entertainment; I 
am very much delighted/' 

And the lord Ogan^ haring attached Onikag^ 
to a cherrj-tree in the gaiden, leSntered the 
apartment. 

Bat SahniOy the third eon of the hooaoy hay* 
ing pennaded his father to kill the Hangwaa 
with poiMmed wine« urged the prince to drink mM 
with which there had been mingled the yenom of 
a blue centipede and of a bloe linrd* and foal 
water that had long stood in the hollow joint of 
a bamboo. 

And the Hangwan and his followers, not sos- 
pecting the wine had been poisoned, drank the 
> whole. 

Sad to saj, the poison entered into their yiscera 
and their intestines; and all their bones borst 
asonder bjr reason of the yiolenee of that poison. 

Their liyes passed from them qoiekly as dew in 
the morning from the grass. 

And SaborO and his father boried their eo i psea 
in the moor Uwanogahara. 

▼I. OAST ADBIIT 

The eroel Tokoyama thoog^t that it woold not 
do t9 suffer his dasoghter to liye, after he had thus 
killed her husband. Therefore he felt obliged to 
order his faithful seryants, OniS and Qniji,* who 

1 OaiS, '"ihs Uiv of deYOi,'* OaWt ''the Mst 
isHL** 
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were brothera, to take her &r out into the lea of 
Sagami, and to drown her there. 

And the two brotherst knowing their maiter 
was too stony-hearted to be persuaded otherwise, 
conld do nothing but obey. So they went to the 
iinhai>py Uuly, and told her the purpose for which 
they had been sent. 

Temt^Him^ was so astonished by her father's 
emel decision that at first she thought all this 
was a dream, from which she earnestly prayed to 
be awakened. 

After a while she said: ''Never in my whole 
life have I knowingly committed any crime. • • . 
Bat whatever happen to my own body, I am more 
anxious than I can say to learn what became of 
my husband after he visited my father's house.'' 

''Our master," answered the two brothers, 
''becoming very angry at learning that you two 
had been wedded without his lawful permission, 
poisoned the young prince, according to a pUn 
devised by your brother SaburG." 

Then Terut^ more and more astonished, in* 
voked, with just cause, a malediction upon her 
father for his cruelty. 

But she was not even allowed time to lament 
her fate ; for Oni5 and his brother at once removed 
her garments, and put her naked body into a roll 
of rush matting. 

When this piteous package was carried out of 
the house at night, the princess and her waiting- 
maids bade each other their last farewells, with 
sobs and cries of grief* 

The brothers Oni9 and Oniji then rowed lai 
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oat to eea with their pitiful buden. Bat when 
they foand themselves alone, then Oniji said to 
€hii5 that it were better they shoold try to save 
their young mistress. 

To this the elder brother at once agreed with- 
out difficulty; and both began to think of some 
plan to save her. 

Just at the same time an empty canoe came 
near them, drifting with the sea-current. 

At once the lady was placed in it; and the 
brothers, exclaiming, ''That indeed was a fortu« 
nate happening, *' bade their mistress farewell, 
and rowed baek to their master. 

Vn. THB LADT TOBIHIMi 

The canoe bearing poor Terot^ was tossed 
about by the waves for seven days and seven 
nights, during which time there was much wind 
and rain. And at last it was discovered by some 
fishermen who were fishing near Nawoy^. 

But they thought that the beantiful woman was 
certainly the spirit that had ceased the long storm 
of many days; and Terut^ might have been killed 
by their oars, had not one of the men of Nawoy^ 
taken her under his protection. 

Now this man, whose name was Murakimi 
DayQ, resolved to adopt the princess as his daugh- 
ter, as he had no child of his own to be his heir. 

So he took her to his home, and named her 
Torihim^ and treated her so kindly that his wife 
grew jealous of the adopted daughter, and there- 
fore was often cruel to her when the husband was 
absent. 
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Bat being still move engeied to find that Tori* 
him^ would not go awaj of her own aeeordt the 
evil-hearted woman began to deriee some means 
of getting rid of her forever. 

Jnst at that time the ship of a kidnapper hi^ 
pened to cast anchor in the harbor. Needless to 
say that Yorihim^ was secretly sold to this dealer 
in human flesh* 



Yin. BBCOMINO A 8EBTAHT 

After this misfortune^ the unhappy prin< 
passed from one master to another as many as 
seventy-five times. Her last purchaser was one 
Yorodzuya Chobei, well known as the keeper of 
a large j<n^ya ^ in the province of Mine. 

l¥ben Terut^Himtf was first brou^t before 
this new master, she spoke meekly to him, and 
begged him to excuse her ignorance of all refine- 
ments and of deportment. And Chjlbei then 
asked her to tell him all about herself y her native 
place, and her family. 

But Terut^Him^ thought it would not be wise 
to mention even the name of her native province, 
lest she might possibly be forced to speak of the 
poisoning of her husbuid by her own father. 

So she resolved to answer only that she was 
bom in Hitachi ; feeling a sad pleasure in say- 
ing that she belonged to the same province in 
which the lord Hangwan, her lover, used to live. 

*^I was bom," she said, '^in the province of 
but I am of too low birth to have a 



* A. hosM OK pvosBtetioai 
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bmily name. Therefore maj I b e e ee e h yoa to 
bestow some suitable name upon me ? '* 

Then Tenit^Him^ was named Kohagi of Hit»- 
ehi, and she was told that she would have to 
serre her master yery faithfaUy in his business. 

But this order she refused to obey, and said 
that she would perform with pleasure any work 
given her to do, howerer mean or hard, but that 
she would nerer follow the business of a jor9. 

''Then,'' eried ChSbei in anger, ''your daily 
tasks shall be these: — 

"To feed all the horses, one hundred in num- 
ber, that are kept in the stables, and to wait 
upon all other persons in the house when they 
take their meals. 

"To dress the hair of the thirty-six jor? be- 
longing to this house, dressing the hair of each 
In the style that best becomes her; and also to 
fill seren boxes with threads of twisted hemp. 

"Also to make the fire daily in seren furnaces, 
and to draw water from a spring in the mountains, 
half a mile from here.'' 

Terut^ knew that neither she nor any other 
being alive could possibly fulfill all the tasks thus 
laid upon her by this eniel master; and she wept 
orer her misfortune. 

But she soon felt that to weep oould arail her 
nothing. So wiping away her tears, she bravely 
resolved to tiy what she could do, and then put- 
ting on an apron, and tying back her sleeves, she 
set to work feeding the horses. 

The great mercy of the gods cannot be under- 
stood; but it is certain that ae she fed the first 
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horse, all the others, throng divine inflaeneei 
were folly fed at the same time. 

And the same wonderful thing happened when 
she waited upon the people of the house at meal- 
time, and when she dressed the hair of the girls, 
and when she twisted the threads of hemp, and 
wlien she went to kindle the fire in the fur- 
naces. 

But saddest of all it was to see Temt^Him^ 
hearing the water-buckets upon her shoulders, 
taking her way to the distant spring to draw 
water. 

And when she saw the reflection of her much- 
changed face in the water with which she filled 
her buckets, then indeed she wept very bitterly. 

But the sudden remembrance of the cruel Ch5- 
bei filled her with exceeding fear, and urged her 
back in haste to her terrible abode. 

But soon the master of the jw^ya began to see 
that his new servant was no common woman, and 
to treat her with a great show of kindni 



IX. DRAWING THE CABT 

And now we shall tell what became of Kan^ 
nji. 

The far-famed YugyS ShSnin, of the temple of 
Fujisawa in Kagami, who traveled constantly in 
Japan to preach the law of Buddha in all the 
provinces, chanced to be passing over the moor 
Uwanogahara. 

There he saw many crows and kites flitting 
about a grave. Drawing nearer, he wondered 
much to see a namolcRs thinj;^, seemingly 
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aims or legs, moving between the pieces of • 
bfoken tombstone. 

Tben he remembered the old tnidition« that 
those who are pat to death before haying com- 
pleted the number of years allotted to them in 
this world reappear or reyiye in the form called 

And he thon^t that the shape before him must 
be one of those unhappy spirits ; and the desire 
arose in his kindly heart to have the monster 
taken to the hot springs belonging to the temple 
of Kumano, and thereby enable it to return to its 
former human state. 

So he had a cart made for the ^aA;t-am» and 
he placed the nameless shape in it, and fastened 
to its breast a wooden tablet, inscribed with large 
characters. 

And the words of the inscription were these : 
'^Take pity upon this unfortunate being, and help 
it upon its journey to the hot springs of the tern* 
pie of Kumano. 

'^Those who draw the cart eren a little way, 
by pulling the rope attached to it, will be re- 
iwded with very great good fortune. 

"To draw the cart even one step shall be equal 
in merit to feeding one thousand priests, and to 
draw it two steps shall be equal in merit to feed- 
ing ten thousand priests ; 

"And to draw it three steps shall be equal in 
merit to causing any dead relation — father, 
mother, or husband — to enter upon the way of 
Buddhahood.'* 

Thus very soon trarelers who trayeled that 
way took pity on the formless one: some drew 
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the cart several miles, and others were kind 
enough to draw it for many days together. 

And so, after mnch time, the gaJd^anii in its 
cart appeared before the joroya of Torodmya 
Ch9bei; and Kohagi of Hitachi, seeing it, was 
greatly moved by the inscription. 

Then becoming suddenly desirous to draw the 
cart if even for one day only, and so to obtain 
for her dead husband the merit resulting from 
such work of mercy, she prayed her master to 
allow her three days' liberty that she might draw 
the cart. 

And she asked this for the sake of her parents; 
for she dared not speak of her husband, fearing 
the master might become very angry were he to 
leam the truth. 

ChSbei at first refused, declaring in a harsh 
voice that since she had not obeyed his former 
commands, she should never be allowed to leave 
the house, even for a single hour. 

But Kohagi said to him: ^Lo, master! the 
hens go to their nests when the weather becomes 
cold, and the little birds hie to the deep forest. 
Even so do men in time of misfortune flee to the 
shelter of benevolence. 

^^Surely it is because yon are known as a 
kindly man that the gaki<Lnd rested a while out- 
side the fence of this house. 

'*Now I shall promise to ^ve up even my life 
for my master and mistress in case of need, pro- 
viding you will only grant me three days* free- 
dom now.'* 

So at last the miserly ChSbei was persuaded to 
grant the prayer; and his wife was glad to add 
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eT«n two days more to the time permitted. And 
Kohagiy thus treed for five days, wai lo rejoiced 
that she at onee without delay eommeneed her 
horrible task. 

After haying, with mnoh hardahip, paaaed 
through rach plaeee as Fohanoseki, Musa, Bamba, 
Samegay^ Ono, and Suenaga-tOge, she reached 
the &med town of Otsn, in the space of three 
days. 

There she knew that she wonld have to leave 
the cart, since it wonld take her two days to 
retom thence to the proTince of Mine. 

On her long way to Otsn, the only pleasing 
si^ts and sounds were the beautifol lilies grow* 
ing wild by the roadside, the Toices of the hSbaH 
and Bhijugara ^ and all the birds of spring that 
sang in the trees, and the songs of the peasant 
girk who were planting the rice. 

Bat soch sights and soonds conld please her 
only a moment; for most of them caused her to 
dream of other days, and gave her pain by mak* 
ing her recollect the hopeless condition into which 
she had now fallen. 

Thoogh greatly wearied by the hard labor she 
had nndertaken for three whole days, she wonld 
not go to an inn. She passed the last night be- 
side the nameless shiqpe, which she wonld have to 
leaye next day. 

"Often have I heard, '' she thought to herself, 
^that a gaki^nd is a being belonging to the 

a^MiMofflsldlark; dKFi^fMha kMof li^ 
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world of the dead. Thie one, then, should know 
something about my dead husband. 

'*0h that this gaki-^mi had the sense eithef 
of hearing or of sight I Then I could question it 
about Kan^-uji, either by word of mouth or in 
writing." 

When day dawned aboTe the neighboring misty 
mountains, Kohagi went away to get an inkstone 
and a brush ; and she soon returned with these to 
the place where the cart was. 

Then, with the brush, she wrote, below the in- 
scription upon the wooden tablet attached to the 
breast of the ^oA^'-amt, these words : — 

*^When you shall have recovered and are able 
to return to your province, pray call upon Kohagi 
of Hitachi, a servant of Yorodzuya ChSbei of the 
town of Obaka in the province of Mine. 

''For it will give me much joy to see again 
the person for whose sake I obtained with diffi- 
culty five days' freedom, three of which I gave to 
drawing your cart as far as this place." 

Then she bade the gakirand farewell, and hur- 
ried back upon her homeward way, although she 
found it very difficult thus to leave the cart alone. 

Z. THB KEVTVAL 

At last the gaJd-ami vras brought to the hot 
springs of the famed temple of Kumano Gongen, 
and, by the aid of those compassionate persons 
who pitied its state, vras daily enabled to eiperl* 
ence the healing effects of the bath. 

After a single week the effects of the bath 
caused the eyes, nose, ears, and mouth to rei^ 
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pear; after fourteen days all the limbs had been 
folly re-formed; 

And after one-and-twenty days the nameless 
shape was completely transformed inte the real 
Ognri-Hangwan Kan^nji, perfect and handsome 
as he had been in other years. 

When this marrelons change had been effected, 
Kan^QJi looked all about him, and wondered 
much when and how he had been brought te that 
strange place. 

Bat throng^ the angost influence of the god of 
Kumano things were so ordained that the reriTod 
prince could return safely te his home at Nij5 in 
KyStOy where his parents, the lord Kan^itf and 
his spouse, welcMned him with great joy. 

Then the august Emperor, hMring aU that had 
happened, thought it a wonderful tibing that any 
of his subjects, after haying been dead three 
years, should haye thus reriyed. 

And not only did he gladly pardon the fault 
for which the Hangwan had been banished, but 
further appointed him te be lord ruler of the 
three proyinces, Hitachi, Sagami, and 



zi. THB mmyiKw 

One day Oguri-Hangwan left his residence te 
make a journey of inspection through the pro- 
yinces of whidi he had been appointed ruler. 
And resffhing Mino, he resolred te yisit Kohagi 
of Hitachi, and te utter his thanks te her for her 
exceeding goodness. 

Therefore he lodged at the house of Torodzuya, 
iriiere he was eonducted te the finest of all the 
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gaeet-ehamberSy which ¥raB made heaatiful 
Bcreens of gold, with Chinese carpets, with Indian 
hangings, and with other precious things of great 
cost. 

When the lord ordered Kohagi of Hitachi to 
be snmmoned to his presence, he was answered 
that she was only one of the lowest menials, and 
too dirty to appear before him. Bat he paid no 
heed to these words, only commanding that she 
should come at once, no matter how dirty she 
might be. 

Therefore, much against her will, Kohagi was 
obliged to appear before the lord, whom she at 
first beheld through a screen, and saw to be so 
much like the Hangwan that she was greatly 
startled. 

Oguri then asked her to tell him her real 
name; but Kohagi refused, saying: ^If I may 
not serve my lord with wine, except on condition 
of telling my real name, then I can only leare 
the presence of my lord." 

But as she vras about to go, the Hangwan 
called to her: ''Nay, stop a little while. I have 
a good reason to ask your name, because I am in 
truth tluit very gaki^ami whom you so kindly 
drew last year to Otsu in a cart." 

And with these words he produced the wooden 
tablet upon which Kohagi had written. 

Then she vras greatly moved, and said: ''I am 
very happy to see you thus recovered. And now 
I shall gladly tell you all my history; hoping 
only that you, my lord, will tell me something of 
that ghostly world from which you have come 
backy and in which my husband, alas ! now dwells. 
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*^1 was bom (it hnrte my heart to speak of 
former times!) the only dai^hter of Tokoyama 
ChSja, who dwelt in the district of Soba, in the 
province of Sagami, and my name ¥ras Temt^ 
Him^. 

^I remember too well, alas! having been 
wedded, three years ago, to a famous person of 
rank, whose name was Ogori-Hangwan Kan^n ji, 
who used to live in the province of Hitachi. 
Bat my hnsband vras poisoned by my father at 
the instigation of his own third son, SaborG. 

^'I myself vras condemned by him to be 
drowned in the sea of Sagami. And I owe my 
present existence to the fadthfol servants of my 
father, Oni5 and Oniji/' 

Then the lord Huigwan said, *^Ton see here 
before yon, Terut^ your husband, Kan^-uji. Al- 
thou^ killed together with my followers, I had 
been destined to live in this world many years 
longer. 

^By the learned priest of Fujisawa temple I 
vras saved, and, being provided with a cart, I vras 
drawn by many kind persons to the hot springs 
of Kumano, where I was restored to my former 
health and shape. And now I liave been i^ 
pointed lord ruler of the three provinces, and can 
have all things that I desire.'' 

Hearing this tale, Terut^ could scarcely believe 
it was not all a dream, and she wept for joy. 
Then she said: ^Ah! since last I saw yon, what 
hardships have I not passed through! 

^For seven days and seven nights I was tossed 
about upon the sea in a canoe; then I was in a 
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gpreat danger in the bay of Nawoy^ and was 
saved by a kind man called Murakami DayfiL. 

^^And after that I vras sold and boog^t sev- 
enty-five times ; and the last time I was brought 
here, where I have been made to soffer all kinds 
of hardship only because I refused to become a 
Jan. That is why you now see me in so wretched 
a condition. " 

Very angry was Ean^uji to hear of the cruel 
conduct of the inhuman GhSbei, and desired to 
kill him at once. 

But Terut^ besought her husband to spare the 
man's life, and so fulfilled the promise she had 
long before made to Ch5bei, — that she would 
give even her own life, if necessary, for her master 
and mistress, on condition of being allowed five 
days' freedom to draw the cart of the gaJcv^mi, 

And for this Ch5bei was really grateful ; and 
in compensation he presented the Hangwan with 
the hundred horses from his stables, and gave to 
Terut^ the thirty-six servants belonging to 
house. 

And then Temt^Him^ appropriately 
went away with the Prince Kan^uji; and they 
began their journey to Sagami with hearts full of 
joy. 

Xn. THE YENOBAirCB 

This is the district of Soba, in the province of 
Sagami, the native land of Terut^: how many 
beautiful and how many sorrowful thoughts does 
it recall to their minds ! 

And here also are Yokoyama and his son, whe 
killed Lord Oguri with poison. 
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So SaburOy the third ton, being led to the moor 
called Totsnkft-no-hara, was there punished. 

But Yokoyama CSh5 ja, wicked as he had been, 
was not punished; because parents, however bad, 
must be for their children always like the sun 
and moon. And hearing this order, Yokoyama 
repented very greatly for that which he had done. 

OniQ and (^ji, the brothers, were rewarded 
with many gifts for having saved the Princess 
Terut^ off the coast of Sagami. 

Thus those who were good prospered, and the 
bad were brought to destruction. 

Fortunate and happy, Oguri-Sama and Terut^ 
Himtf together returned to Miako, to dwell in the 
residence at Nij5, and their union vras beautiful 
as the blossoming of spring. 

Fortunate i ForttauUet 



THX BALLAD OF 0-8HICHI, TRB DAUOHTBB OF 

THE YAOYA* 

In antunm the deer are lured within reach of 
the hunters by the sounds of the flute, which re- 
semble the sounds of the voices of their mates, 
and so are killed. 

Almost in like manner, one of the five most 
beautiful girls in Yedo, iHiose comely faces 
charmed all the coital even as the spring-blos- 
soming of cherry-trees, cast away her life in the 
moment of blindness caused by love. 

i Fodyo, ft aellar of T«getsblw. 
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Wheiiy haTing done a foolish thing, she was 
faroaght before the mayor of the city of Tedo» 
that high official questioned the young criminal, 
asking: *'Are you not O^Shichi, the daughter ef 
the ycufya ? And being so young, how came you 
to commit such a dreadful crime as incendia- 
rism?" 

Then 0-Shichi, weeping and wringing her 
hands, made this answer: ^Indeed, that is the 
only crime I ever committed; and I had no ex* 
traordinaiy reason for it but this : — 

''Once before, when there had been a great fire, 
— so great a fire that nearly all Yedo was con- 
sumed, — our house also was burned down. And 
we three, — my parents and I, — knowing no 
otherwhere to go, took shelter in a Buddhist tem- 
ple, to remain there until our house could be 
rebuilt. 

''Surely the destiny that draws two young per- 
sons to each other is hard to understand ! . • . 
In that temple there was a young acolyte, and 
love grew up between us. 

"In secret we met together, and promised 
nerer to forsake each other; and we pledged 
ourselves to each other by sucking blood from 
small cuts we made in our little fingers, and by 
exchanging written vows that we should love each 
other forever. 

"Before our pillows had yet become fixed,' our 

1 Thii enrions •xprMrion has its origin ia tlie Jap sB o st 
nyiag Uuit loren '* ezcluuiKe pillowi.'* Ib tlie dark, tlia 
Utile Japaaaaa wooden piUova might easily be ezehaaged 
hj miiCaka. *< Wliile the pillows were jet not definite or 
fixed ** would mean, therefore, while the two lovets were still 
la the habit of leeking each other leoretly at night. 
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new hcNiM in Hongo was built uid made readj 
for U8« 

^Bat from that day when I bade a lad fare- 
well to Kichiza-Sama, to whom I had pledged my^ 
■elf for the time of two existenceB* never waa 
mj heart consoled by even one letter from the 
aeolyte. 

^Alone in my bed at ni^t, I oaed to think 
and think, and at last in a dream there came to 
me the dreadful idea of setting fire to the house* 
as the only means of again being able to meet 
my beautifid lover. 

^Then, one evening, I got a bundle of dry 
rushes, and placed inside it some pieces of live 
charcoal, and I secretly put the bundle into a 
shed at the back of the house. 

^A fixe broke out, and there was a great tu- 
mult, and I was arrested and brought here — ohi 
how dreadful it was! 

^I will never, never commit such a fault again. 
But whatever happen, oh, pray save me, my Bu- 
gy5! ^ Oh, pray take pity on me! '* 

Ah! the simple apology! . . • But what vras 
her age ? Not twelve ? not thirteen ? not fourteen ? 
Fifteen comes after fourteen. Alas! she vras fif- 
teen, and could not be saved! 

Therefore 0-Shichi was sentenced according to 
the law. But first she was bound with strong 
cords, and was for seven days exposed to public 
view on the bridge called Nihonbashi. Ah! what 
a piteous si^t it was ! 

Her aunts and cousins, even Bekurai and 

1 QoTvraor or load ohiof. TIm Bqgyo of oU dajsoftaa 
■sltdasjadg** 
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KakoBiik^, the luraBe seirantSf had often to wring 
their sleeyeSY so wet were their sleeves with tears. 
Bntf because the crime could not be foigiren, 
0-Shichi was bound to four posts, and fuel waa 
kindled, and the fire rose upl . • • And poor 
0-Shichi in the midst of that fire ! 

Bvmi so the insects of summer fly to theflamem 
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